
What is the HEART Team? 

The HEART Team  was conceived 
and implemented with the goal 
of creating a national network of 
advocates and animal welfare 
experts and shelters dedicated 
to strategically working together 
to promote passage of the Help 
Extract Animals from Red Tape 
(HEART) Act. We focus on growing 
our network of HEART members in 
key federal congressional districts 
and states where earning the 
support of members of Congress 
on this issue is particularly 
challenging or important. HEART 
members strive to lobby and 
educate their legislators through 
a combination of grassroots 
advocacy work and coalition 
building. 

What is the HEART Act?

The Help Extract Animals from Red 
Tape (HEART) Act, HR 398 was 
introduced in the House by Reps. 
John Katko (R-NY), Judy Chu (D-
CA), Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI), 
and Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX). 

The HEART Act will expedite the 
disposition process for animals 
seized in federal animal fighting 
cases and ensure the financial 
accountability for the cost of 
the animals’ care during court-
mandated holding periods. This 

legislation will require 
persons claiming 
ownership of the 
animals to reimburse 
the costs of caring for 
animals seized in federal 
animal fighting cases 
when the Government 
prevails in civil forfeiture 
proceedings. 

It will prevent 
unnecessary delays 
in the rehoming and 
rehabilitation of these 
animals by reducing 
from 60 days to 30 days 
the time period the 
government has to notify 

interested parties following the 
seizure of animals. It will also allow 
courts to take into account the 
animals’ welfare when considering 
further delays. 

Why is the HEART Act 
Necessary? 

The status quo for animals seized 
in federal animal fighting cases 
poses two major threats to animal 
welfare. First, the significant length 
of time animals must be held before 
courts determine their disposition 
can result in serious physical and 
behavioral deterioration due to 
chronic stress, even when shelters 
provide high quality care. Second, 
the astronomical cost of sheltering 
seized animals for long periods 
depletes the financial resources 
of animal protection agencies and 
local shelters. The uncertainty of 
who is ultimately responsible for the 
cost of care for the seized animals 
discourages future animal fighting 
investigations, which means fewer 
animals saved.

Who Can Become a  
HEART Team Member? 

A HEART Team member is 
a passionate advocate who 
is interested in advancing 
animal welfare and ending the 
suffering of animals caught in 

the crosshairs of animal fighting. 
While anyone can become a 
member of the HEART Team, the 
most successful members are 
engaged and polished advocates 
who recognize the importance of 
polite, consistent, and persuasive 
messaging. 

What Do HEART Team  
Members Do? 

Based on their federal district, 
members lobby their representative 
and/or senator(s) through a variety 
of activities including, but not 
limited to, the following: 

• Writing personal letters on 
legislation to their members of 
Congress 

• Calling the Washington, DC and 
district offices of members to 
urge them to take a pro-welfare 
position on an issue or bill 

• Writing letters to the editor for 
local papers

• Sharing action alerts related to 
animal welfare on social media 
channels

• Attending town hall events 
hosted by their members of 
Congress and asking questions 
related to animal welfare and 
animal fighting legislation 

• Scheduling and attending  
in-district meetings with their 
members of Congress

• Hosting their members of 
Congress for visits and tours at 
their local animal shelter

How Can I Join  
the HEART Team?

Email us at Grassroots@ASPCA.org 
with your Name, Phone Number, 
Full Address, and your role with any 
rescues or organizations! Say in the 
Subject Line that you would like to 
Join the HEART Team!
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