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Founded in 1866, the ASPCA® (The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals®) is the first animal
welfare organization in North America and serves as the nation’s leading voice for animals. More than two million
supporters strong, the ASPCA’s mission is to provide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals
throughout the United States. As a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, the ASPCA is a national leader in the areas
of anti-cruelty, community outreach and animal health services. For more information, please visit aspca.org, and
be sure to follow the ASPCA on Facebook®, Twitter®, and Instagram®.
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Vermont Law School’s Center for Agriculture and Food Systems (CAFS) has a dual mission: to develop the next
generation of sustainable food and agriculture law and policy leaders, and to create user-friendly law, policy, and
market resources supporting the development of sustainable food and agriculture systems. For more information
about CAFS, visit vermontlaw.edu/CAFS.
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INTRODUCTION

This guide is a tool for farm and ranch businesses interested
in exploring farm animal welfare certification programs
(Animal Welfare Approved, Certified Humane®, Global Animal Partnership).
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How to Use This Guide

Understand what First, read about what it means to participate
certification means. in the covered certification programs.

standards, certification processes and costs.

Explore further and read first-hand farmer
certification experiences.

Explore case studies.

H“‘ . Second, review and compare program
Review programs.

Finally, learn about transition financing, labeling

Learn more. o Y
guidelines and additional resources.
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Welfare Certifications

What are farm animal welfare certification programs?

Independent, non-governmental organizations. Animal welfare certification programs are
not affiliated with government entities. They are independent, non-profit organizations (NPOs) or
programs of NPOs.

Standard-setters. These programs develop animal welfare standards covering various aspects
of farm animal husbandry, including breeding, birth, food and water, health management, housing,
pasture access, transport, slaughter and record-keeping. These standards are publicly available
online.

Certifying and labeling programs. Farm/ranch businesses that are found to meet a program’s
standards may apply for program certification. Once certified, it may use the program’s label
(and animal welfare claims) on certified animal products. According to the programs, results of
audits and other business information are treated as confidential.

Beneficial to Business. These programs can benefit farm animals and businesses through market
access, product distinction, brand lift and as a foundation for a good animal management plan.
For more on potential business benefits of welfare certification, see the next page.

CERTIFIED

HUMANE ANIMAL
WELFARE
CERTIFIED

CertifiedGAF.org
L }

Why Animal Welfare Approved, Certified Humane®
and Global Animal Partnership?

Transparency. Standards and certification processes are publicly available and clear.

Rigor. Animal welfare standards are meaningfully better than conventional, with enriched, cage-
free environments as a baseline.” According to each program, 100% of the standards are
required to pass an audit, systems are in place to address non-compliance and standards are
routinely reviewed to reflect best practices.

Independent audits. Generally, require regular, on-site audits to confirm compliance with
certification standards.

National presence. Each program certifies farm and ranch businesses nationally. The standards
are applicable to all climates in the United States (not regional), marketed and recognized across
the country.

*For GAR ASPCA recommends Levels 2 and above.
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Compliance with farm animal welfare certification is a win-win-win for farm animals, farm/ranch
businesses and consumers.

Farm animals win. Farmers/Ranchers win. Consumers win.
Improved animal welfare In addition to providing a Welfare certification
means higher quality of life, strong, welfare-focused programs allow consumers to
increased ability to perform management structure, welfare easily identify products that
natural behaviors and certification can offer access are certified to meet more
more humane methods of to new markets, a marketing humane standards.
slaughter. edge against competitors
and enhanced credibility with
consumers.

iR

Improved animal welfare conditions may also benefit the environment and public health.
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Consumers are increasingly interested in, and willing to pay more for, animal products from farms using more
humane animal husbandry practices. Accordingly, retailers, distributors, institutions, food service companies
and restaurants are increasingly seeking to buy welfare-certified animal products. Meanwhile, major
media outlets and consumer organizations are addressing farm animal welfare and helping consumers
navigate food labels. These trends present farmers and ranchers with the opportunity to independently
verify improved welfare for farm animals and tap into the fast-growing market for animal welfare-certified
products.

LATS

Consumers care

Consumers nationwide are increasingly interested in purchasing animal products that are certified as
reflecting more humane animal husbandry practices. A 2018 survey found that 76% of consumers
are concerned about the welfare of animals raised for food, with high levels of concern found across
demographic groups (2018 Lake Research Partners survey). Concern remained high regardless of
factors such as gender, race, age, education, household income, or political affiliation. Consumers
who frequently purchase meat products are more concerned about animal welfare (83%) than those
who purchase meat products less frequently (69%). Almost three-quarters of consumers (71%) report
paying attention to food labels regarding how the animal was raised (2018 Lake Research Partners
survey). 62% of consumers place a high degree of trust in certification by an independent animal welfare
organization. Far fewer indicate trust in government, industry associations or self-reported business
records (Animal Welfare Institute citing 2012 Just Bare Chicken survey).
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they are paying
more attention than

view “better living RATE OF CONSUMER CONCERN

conditions for

RATE OF CONSUMER AWARENESS

farm animals” as
“very important”
or “important.”

(2015 Consumer Reports Survey)

they were five

years ago to labels
reflecting how animals
are raised.

(2016 Lake Research
Partners Survey)

HUMANELY
RAISED
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Premium Pricing

Consumers are wiling to pay a premium for welfare-certified products that they know have
been independently verified to a set of higher animal welfare standards. A large majority (81%) of
the consumers in a 2018 survey who indicated that they would like more higher welfare options
where they shop maintained that desire even if that meant a moderate increase in price (2018
Lake Research Partners survey). A 2015 survey found that millennial consumers are the most
willing (73%) to pay more for sustainable or socially responsible products, and represent a fast-
growing segment of the market (2015 Nielsen survey).
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(2016 Lake Research
Partners Survey)

Committed Purchasers

In response to consumer demand, a growing number of companies, retailers, food service
companies, and institutions are committing to buying and selling welfare-certified animal
products. Of particular note is the growing number of institutional purchasers who have committed
to food sourcing policies that include humane sourcing requirements based on third-party animal
welfare certifications. Through policies like the Good Food Purchasing Program, the Real Food
Challenge, the Leadership Circle, and Healthcare Without Harm’s Healthier Hospitals initiative,
public institutions ranging from individual hospitals and universities to entire counties and cities
are committing to more sustainable, humane sourcing. All four of these responsible sourcing
programs rely on third-party animal welfare certifications to ensure that humane sourcing
requirements are met. There are currently over 550 hospitals across the country participating in
the Healthier Hospitals program — too many to list in this guide.

Good Food Purchasing Program Adopters (as of September 2019)

Austin Independent Cook County, lllinois Oakland Unified
School District , School District
City of Boston
Chicago Parks District , San Francisco Unified
City of Los Angeles School District

Chicago Public Schools Los Anael .
os Angeles Unified Washington, D.C.

Cincinnati Public Schools School District Public Schools


https://goodfoodpurchasing.org
http://www.realfoodchallenge.org
http://www.realfoodchallenge.org
https://www.farmforwardlc.com
http://www.healthierhospitals.org
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Real Food Challenge Participants (as of September 2019)

Antioch College
Bard College

California State
University system

Case Western Reserve
University

Clark University
College of the Atlantic
Cornell College

Colorado Mountain
College system

Drew University

The Evergreen State College
Florida Gulf Coast University
Fort Lewis College

George Washington
University

Gonzaga University

Haverford College

The Hotchkiss School

Johns Hopkins University

Lehigh University
Lyndon State College
Macalester College
Marlboro College
McDaniel College
Middlebury College
Northwestern University
Oberlin College
Occidental College

Saint Mary’s College
Notre Dame, IN

Siena College
Smith College
Sterling College
Stonehill College

University of California
system

University of Denver
University of Maine system

University of Massachusetts,
Amherst

University of Montana

University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill

University of Oklahoma
University of Pittsburgh
University of Utah
University of Vermont
Warren Wilson College
Wesleyan University

Western State Colorado
University

Western Washington
University

Leadership Circle Members (as of September 2019)

Airbnb
Bon Appétit

Case Western Reserve
University

The Colburn School
Dr. Bronner’s
Harvard Business School

Hazon

The Institute of American
Indian Arts

The Northwest School

Phipps Conservatory and

Botanical Gardens
The Thacher School

University of California
Berkeley

Vassar College

Villanova University
Dining Services

Washington University
in St. Louis

Willamette University
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Trending Issue

As more individuals, institutions and companies examine where their food comes from and
demand more of producers, third-party certification programs play a key role in ensuring
transparency and enforcement of rigorous standards. Consumers are wary of empty, misleading
marketing claims like “natural” and “free range” and are looking to source from producers that
can verify their farming practices with meaningful animal welfare certifications. In addition to the
ASPCA, major media and consumer organizations are educating consumers about the value of
welfare-certified foods and helping them navigate humane labeling claims. The topic has been
addressed in well-known publications including: The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal,
NPR (National Public Radio), Chicago Tribune, National Geographic, Consumer Reports and
Market Watch. Animal Welfare Approved, Certified Humane, and GAP have consistently been
recognized as standouts in the marketplace, with meaningful animal welfare standards and
rigorous auditing schemes. Organizations that have recognized the three certifications include
the ASPCA, Consumers Union/Consumer Reports, the US Healthful Food Council, Food Animal
Concerns Trust, Farm Forward, the Center for Food Safety, School Food Focus, Compassion
in World Farming and the Rodale Institute. The ASPCA's consumer education campaign, Shop
With Your Heart, directs consumers to the three welfare certifications, using a label guide to
educate shoppers about the differences between welfare certifications and unverified claims.
The ASPCA also helps connect consumers to higher welfare food by publishing a list of
welfare-certified brands and a state-by-state directory of welfare-certified farms.

Back to Table of Contents
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http://www.aspca.org/shopwithyourheart
http://www.aspca.org/labels
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http://www.aspca.org/farmsbystate
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FARM ANIMAL WELFARE
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OVERVIEW

This guide covers three animal welfare certification programs:

Certified Animal Welfare Approved (AWA) by A Greener World (AGW)

CERTIFIED
HUMANE

RAISED & HANDLED

Certified Humane® (CH), a program of Humane Farm Animal Care (HFAC)

Global Animal Partnership (GAP)

First, this guide provides a “Quick Compare” chart highlighting key characteristics and distinctions
between these three programs. Following this programmatic overview chart are multiple
“Standards Comparisons” charts focusing on particular welfare standard distinctions between the
three certifications. These charts are organized by species, including beef cattle, broiler chickens,
dairy cattle, dairy goats, laying hens, pigs and turkeys*. After these comparative overviews, “In Depth”
sections for each certification program describe:

e Program history e Labeling rules
e Standards e Marketing support
e Certification & audit processes e Costs

Additionally, this guide provides case studies illustrating farmers’ experiences with program
participation, examples of different sources of funding for transitioning farms and an overview of
federal product labeling requirements.

All information in this guide is derived from publicly available information from the sources listed on page 95.

* These charts are not an exhaustive comparison of all the species covered by welfare certification programs. The
chosen species are those that are most commonly reared throughout the United States. Animal welfare certifications
also have standards that cover: bison, ducks, geese, meat goats, rabbits and sheep.

Back to Table of Contents 8
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QUICK COMPARE

CERTIFIED ANIMAL GLOBAL ANIMAL
WELFARE APPROVED CERTIFIED HUMANE®
PARTNERSHIP
by AGW
e Pasture-based farms e Enriched indoor and free-range/ * Cage/crate-free, enriched indoor
pasture-based farms and free-range/pasture-based farms
¢ Independent family farms e Farms (family or otherwise) * Farms (family or otherwise)
e Cooperatives of family farms e Producer groups * Producer groups
e Producer groups e Pooled product operations* * Marketing groups
e Marketing groups e Beef marketing groups
¢ Restaurants e Product manufacturing operations
* Retailers e Restaurants
e Distributors * Retailers

¢ Distributors

e Bison * Pigs e Bison * Pigs * Bison * Meat goats
* Beef cattle e Dairy sheep e Beef cattle e Dairy sheep ° Beef cattle (no dairy goats)
e Dairy cattle * Meat sheep e Dairy cattle e Meat sheep (no dairy cattle) ¢ Pigs
e Broiler chickens  © Turkeys e Broiler chickens e Turkeys * Broiler chickens  * Meat sheep (no
e Laying hens e Ducks e Laying hens ¢ Laying hens and dairy sheep)
e Dairy goats * Geese e Dairy goats pullets * Turkeys
* Meat goats e Meat goats
e Application fee: $100 ¢ Application fee: $75 * Application fee: None
e Audit fee: $90-$120 e Audit/inspection fee: $700/day for | * Audit/inspection fee:
e Certification fee: None farm inspection and $800 per day for $1,650 flat fee
* Note: Discounts available for slaughter/processor inspection * Certification fee: None
multiple certifications e Certification fee: Based on amount | ¢ Other: For retail-ready labeled
of product processed and/or products with GAP certified meat
numbers of certified animals or animal ingredients, fee of $0.05 per case
products sold and paid monthly. * Note: Audit rates for multiple
See Fee Schedule. operations/locations potentially
¢ Annual Certification Renewal fee: discounted
$75, $125 or $300 depending on
postmark date

Note: Subsidized inspection fees for
small operations. If two farms can be
audited in the same day, those farms
can split audit fee

* “Pooled product operations” are HFAC-certified operations that buy products from individual production operations that are inspected by
HFAC and meet HFAC standards but not certified individually; sell the pooled product under the PPO’s name; and pay HFAC for the
inspections and certification fees for the pooled product.

Back to Table of Contents 9
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QUICK COMPARE continued

CERTIFIED ANIMAL

WELFARE APPROVED CERTIFIED HUMANE® I
PARTNERSHIP
by AGW
* Yes, Certified AWA farms must ® Yes, CH farms must use * No, GAP farms may use any
use AGW-inspected and certified CH-inspected and certified slaughter slaughter facility so long as it has
slaughter facilities facilities an existing third-party animal

welfare audit that covers GAP’s core
slaughter criteria and is from an
approved third-party audit company.

¢ Yes, but not within 1 species e Yes, including within 1 species. * Yes, including within 1 species.
However, 1 species split operations 1 species split operations may be at
must keep animals at different same geographic location if animals
geographic locations are appropriately segregated and
identified
* AGW employee(s) e CH independent contractor(s) * GAP-accredited independent

verification companies
Within US: EarthClaims

e All farms in supply chain of e All farms in supply chain of certified ° All farms in supply chain of certified
certified product every 12 months product every 12 months, except product every 15 months (in order
with Producer Groups to see a farm in each season)

® Producer Groups may audit
themselves using Internal Control
Systems, as determined by HFAC,
but HFAC still audits at least 10% of
all producers every 12 months

* Yes, offers promotional support, ¢ Yes, offers promotional support, * Yes, offers promotional support,
technical assistance and technical assistance and marketing technical assistance and marketing
marketing materials materials materials

Back to Table of Contents
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STANDARDS COMPARISONS

Beef Cattle Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL .
WELFARE APPROVED ARALALED A LAk

by AGW (2018) (2014)

Continuous pasture access required Tiers 1-2: 2/3 of life on range/pasture
whenever the welfare of the animal

when conditions permit
would not otherwise be affected Tier 4: 3/4 of life on range/

pasture when conditions permit
Tiers 5-5+: Continuously on range
or pasture

Continual outdoor access required

Prohibited Permitted, with requirements for

space, dry mounds, sun shades and
wind breaks and drainage slopes

Tiers 1-2: Permitted, with space and
weather protection requirements
Tier 2: Permitted, with requirements
for space, shade and enrichment
Tiers 4-5+: Prohibited

Natural weaning recommended Average weaning age of calves must Tiers 1-4: Calf must be > 6mo
Calf must be > 6mo, with average be > 6mo average Tier 5: Calf must be > 8mo; fence
of 8mo

line or 2-stage weaning required
Tier 5+: Natural weaning

required
Dehorning/Disbudding

Dehorning prohibited
Disbudding permitted using caustic

Dehorning/Disbudding
Disbudding and dehorning permitted
between 2-6mo using pain control.

Dehorning/Disbudding
All Tiers: Dehorning & routine

tipping prohibited
paste < 7d or by hot iron w/ anesthetic Disbudding permitted using caustic Tiers 1-4: Disbudding permitted <
and analgesia < 2mo paste < 7d or by hot iron w/ pain 6wks, with pain control for hot iron.
Branding control < 2mo If disbudding is practiced, must
All branding is prohibited, unless Branding have breeding program to select for
otherwise required by law, financial Face branding prohibited ] polled cattle. N
institutions or breed societies. If Castration Tiers 5-5+: Disbudding is prohibited.
required, freeze branding should < 7d using rubber band/ring or > 7d Branding
be used. using burdizzo clamp, emasculator or All Tiers: Face branding prohibited
Castration surgical castration w/ pain control Tiers 5 - 5+: All branding prohibited
< 7d using rubber bands/rings or < Castration

2mo using scalpel/emasculator Tier 1: < 6mo using rings, surgery

or burdizzo; high tension bands
may be used > 3mo
Tiers 2-4: < 3mo using rings, surgery
or burdizzo

Tiers 5-5+: Prohibited

Must come from Certified AWA farms No restrictions on origin All Tiers: Cannot come from sale

or auction barns

8hr limit 8hr limit Tier 1: 25hr limit

Tier 2-4: 16hr limit
Tier 5: 8hr limit
Tier 5+: Transport prohibited

Back to Table of Contents
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Broiler Chicken Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL
WELFARE APPROVED
by AGW (2018)
Continuous pasture access
required whenever the welfare

of the animal would not otherwise
be affected

Must be able to thrive in
pasture-based, free-range
outdoor systems
Max avg growth rate of
0.088 Ib/day

Minimum of 4 ft? of outdoor range
per bird (vegetative cover must
be maintained)

0.67 ft? per bird indoors
(2.0 ft? per bird if excluded from
ranging and foraging area)

Ammonia must be < 5 ppm

Natural light required, > 15 lux
8 hours continuous darkness in
every 24

Ranging area provides foraging
opportunities (denuded area
< 20%)

If excluded from range during the
daytime, vegetative material must
be provided to enrich indoor
housing. Raised perches or
platforms must be provided in
housing.

4hr limit

Certification Programs: Standards Comparisons

CERTIFIED HUMANE®

(2014)

Not required; free-range and
pasture standards require daily
access to outdoors

Must select for high welfare traits
and avoid genetic strains with
undesirable traits

At least 2.5 acres of outdoor
range per 1000 birds
Indoor stocking density
6 lo/ft?

Ammonia should be < 10 ppm
and must not exceed 25 ppm

Natural light not required, > 20 lux
6 hours continuous darkness in
every 24

Requires at least one type (straw
bales, perches, pecking objects),
guidance given on quantity

10hr limit, including loading and
unloading

Tier 1-2: Not required
Tier 3: Continuous outdoor access
Tiers 4-5+: Continuous pasture access

All Tiers: Must be chosen for good leg
health and low levels of mortality’
Tiers 4-5+: Must be chosen for ability to
range and for good immune system
Tier 5-5+: Must be able to perch
throughout their lives

Tiers 1-3: Max avg growth rate
of 0.15 Ib/day
Tier 4: Max avg growth rate of
0.11 Ib/day
Tier 5: Max avg growth rate
of 0.099 Ib/day
Tier 5+: Max avg growth rate
of 0.077 Ib/day

Tier 1-2: 6.5 Io/ft?
Tier 3: 6 Ib/ft?
Tier 4: 5.5 Ib/ft?
Step 5-5+: 5 Ib/ft?

All Tiers: Ammonia must be < 20 ppm

All Tiers: > 20 lux
Tiers 1-2: Natural light not required, 6
hours continuous darkness in every 243
Tiers 3-5+: Natural light required, 8 hours
continuous darkness in every 24

Tier 1: Requires at least one
type of enrichment, with one for
every 1000 ft? (straw bales, scattered
grains, brassicas, etc.)

Tiers 2-3: Requires at least two
types of enrichment, with one
for every 750 ft?

Tier 4: Requires at least two types of
enrichment, with one for every 500 ft?
Tiers 5-5+: Provided via pasture
requirement (vegetated ground cover or
added foraging materials)

Tier 1-5: 6hr limit, including catching
and loading time
Tier 5+: Transport prohibited

" GAP is currently reviewing its breed standards and will have new guidance by 2024.
2 By 2020, 6.0 Ib/ft2 will be the max stocking density.

8 By 2022, natural light will be required at Tier 2 and evidence of transition towards natural light will be required from 2019 onwards.

Back to Table of Contents
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Dairy Cattle Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL WELFARE APPROVED CERTIFIED HUMANE® (2014)

by AGW (2018)

Continuous pasture access required whenever the welfare Regular outdoor access required, weather permitting
of the animal would not otherwise be affected

Tethering prohibited; tie stalls permitted only for milking Tethering prohibited; tie stalls prohibited as
and/or feeding immediately pre or post-milking a means of housing
There must be 5% more stalls than cattle When using free stalls, group size must be < number
Space requirements based on weight class and range of stalls and clean, dry, comfortable beds and a loafing
from 16 ft? of bedded lying area per 220 Ib calf to 54 ft? area must be provided
of bedded lying area per 1100 Ib cow Lying area must provide sufficient room for all cattle to

Calves and cows must have additional loafing area when lie down together. In loose housing, there must be at

excluded from ranging and foraging area, ranging from least 60 ft? of space per mature cow.

16 ft? per 220 Ib calf to 40 ft?> per 1100 Ib cow

Tethering prohibited Tethering prohibited
Artificial rearing in individual pens permitted for Group housing of calves required once calves are 8 wks
< 28d, before transitioning to forage Outdoor exercise area must be provided, weather permitting
Raising individual calves in isolation prohibited
Weaning > 12 wks weaning recommended No weaning < 5wks and weaning cannot coincide with
No weaning < 6 wks transition from individual pens to group housing
Dehorning/Disbudding Dehorning/Disbudding
Dehorning prohibited Disbudding and dehorning permitted. Must use pain
Horn tipping permitted control. Disbudding permitted using cautery paste < 7d
Disbudding permitted using caustic paste < 7d or or by hot iron < 3wks. Dehorning must not be routine and
by hot iron w/ anesthetic and analgesia < 2mo can only be performed by a veterinarian.
Disbudding > 2mo prohibited Tail Docking
Tail Docking Tail docking prohibited
Tail docking prohibited Marking
Marking Face branding and ear notching prohibited
Branding prohibited, unless otherwise required by law, Castration
financial institutions or breed societies < 7d using rubber band/ring or < 6mo using other banding
If required, freeze branding should be used methods, burdizzo clamp, emasculator or surgical
Ear notching permﬂtgd, but must be qamed out using a castration w/ pain control
notching tool, not a knife
Castration
Chemical castration prohibited
< 7d using rubber bands/rings or < 2mo using
scalpel/burdizzo
Euthanasia of healthy bull calves prohibited On-farm euthanasia of healthy bull calves prohibited
Cannot be sold to farms that have confinement, crated No restrictions on sale
or slatted veal systems
8hr limit 8hr limit

3hr limit for calves within 7d of weaning

Back to Table of Contents
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Dairy Goats Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL WELFARE APPROVED

by AGW (2018)

Certification Programs: Standards Comparisons

CERTIFIED HUMANE® (2014)

Continuous access to pasture or browse area (taller shrubs)
required whenever the welfare of the animal would not
otherwise be negatively affected

Space requirements based on weight class and range
from 4 ft? of bedded lying area per 44 lb goat to
16 ft? per 176+ Ib goat. Goats with one kid require 22 ft?;
+4 ft? for each additional kid.

Goats and kids must have additional loafing area when
excluded from ranging and foraging area, ranging
from 5.4 ft? per 44 lb goat to 27 ft? per
176+ Ib goat. Goats with one kid require 33 ft?;
+5.4 ft2 for each additional kid.

Kidding pens are permitted for does and newborn kids for
up to 72h. If used, minimum size is 25 ft2.
Artificially reared kids must be kept in groups;
Recommended that kids are reared by their mothers

No weaning < 6wks; natural weaning recommended
Separation of kids must be designed to cause as little
stress as possible and separated kids and mothers must
be kept either in adjacent pens or completely out of
sight/hearing of each other

Dehorning/Disbudding
Dehorning and disbudding with caustic paste prohibited
Disbudding permitted < 10d, using hot iron with
pre- and post-treatment anesthetic and analgesic

Castration
Immunocastration and other chemical
castration prohibited
Castration permitted < 7d using rubber ring,
scalpel, emasculator, or Burdizzo, but only if
breeding cannot be controlled through management

8hr limit
3hr limit for kids within 7d of weaning
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Must have free, voluntary access to pasture or an
outdoor exercise area when climatic and geographic
conditions allow

Total floor space for goat housing must be > 1.5 times
the minimum lying area per goat
Lying areas:
Adult Does up to 230 Ib: 18 ft?
Kids up to 75 Ib (~5mo): 8-10 ft?
Bucks up to 265 Ib: 30-40 ft?

Housing must include a dry bed and effective
ventilation at all times

No weaning < 6wks
Kids must have access to dry feed (e.g., creep feed,
hay, grass) from 2wks to encourage proper rumen
development

Dehorning/Disbudding
Dehorning with rubber rings and disbudding with
cautery paste prohibited
Disbudding permitted only when necessary;,
between 3 and 10d

Castration
Permitted between 24hr and 7d. Surgical castration
preferred; rubber rings permitted. If castrated
between 1-4wks, must be performed by veterinarian.

8hr limit
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Laying Hen Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL o
WELFARE APPROVED CERTIFI(EZB 1|-8I;JMANE
by AGW (2018)
Continuous daytime ranging and Not required; free-range and pasture Tiers 1-2: Not required
foraging area access required for all standards require outdoor access Tiers 3-4: Pasture access for > 183d

hens > 4wks, unless climatic

per laying cycle for at least 4
conditions pose risk to welfare

daylight hrs per day
Tiers 5-5+: Pasture access at least
6 daylight hrs per day; Removal from
pasture for extreme weather permitted if
not longer than 5 consecutive days and
25 days per year total

Minimum of 4 ft? of range per Aviary: 1.0 ft? per hen All Tiers: 1.5 ft? per hen if indoors
hen (vegetative cover must Floor + Slats: 1.2 ft? per hen Tiers 3-5+: 5 ft? per hen on pasture
be maintained) Floor: 1.5 ft2 per hen
1.8 ft2 per hen indoors Mobile Pasture Housing: 1 ft?
(5.8 ft2 when excluded from indoors
ranging and foraging area)
Ammonia must be < 5 ppm Ammonia should be < 10 ppm and All Tiers: Ammonia must be < 20 ppm
must not exceed 25 ppm
Natural light required indoors Natural light not required All Tiers: Indoors > 20 lux
> 15 lux Lux allowing hens to see and be Tiers 1-2: Natural light not required;
8hr continuous darkness inspected 6 hrs continuous darkness in every 24
in every 24 6hr continuous darkness in every 24 Tiers 3-5+: Natural light required; 8 hrs
continuous darkness in ever 24
1 nest box for every 5 hens or 9 ft? of nest space per 100 hens All Tiers: 1 nest box for every 6 hens or
20 in? of nest space per hen 6 in of perch space per hen 1 ft? of communal nesting space
7 in of perch space per hen Hens must be able to dustbathe, for every 10 hens; 5 in of perch
Hens must be able to dustbathe > 15% floor space must have litter space per hen
Ranging area must provide substrate Tier 1: No enrichment requirement

foraging opportunities (denuded
area < 20%). If excluded from
range during daytime, vegetative
material must be provided to
enrich indoor housing.

Tier 2: Must have 1 indoor enrichment
for every 1000 hens
Tier 3: Must have 2 types of indoor
enrichment for every 750 hens
Tier 4: Must have 2 types of indoor
enrichment for every 500 hens
Tiers 5-5+: Pasture access provides

enrichment
Break trimming and de-beaking De-beaking prohibited. Beak trimming All Tiers: De-beaking prohibited
prohibited permitted < 10d Tiers 1-3: If pullets have trimmed/

conditioned beaks, it must have been
done using infrared treatment to
remove no more than 1/3 of the beak
at one day old
Tiers 4-5+: Pullets must not have
trimmed/conditioned beaks

4hr limit 10hr limit, including loading and Tiers 1-5: No limit beyond federal
unloading requirements (GAP is currently exploring
potential standards)
Tier 5+: Transport prohibited

4 GAP requires all producers certified at Tiers 2 and above to also certify their pullets to GAP’s pullet standards.

Back to Table of Contents
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Pig Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL
WELFARE APPROVED
by AGW (2015)

Continuous ranging and foraging
access required

Gestating Sows
32 ft? per pig bedded lying area,
plus 32 ft? exercise area per pig
when excluded from ranging and
foraging area
Farrowing Sows
64 ft> per sow bedded lying area,
plus 48 ft? exercise area per pig
when excluded from ranging and
foraging area
Grower Pigs
Depends on weight class and
ranges from 6.5 ft? lying area per
66 lo pig to 14 ft? lying area per
242 |b pig. Pigs must have an
additional exercise area when
excluded from ranging and
foraging area, ranging from
4.5 ft2 per 66 Ib pig to 11 ft?
per 242 Ib pig.

Must have continuous access to
forage either outside on range or
provided as both feed and foraging
material when excluded from range

Docking/Clipping
Tail docking and teeth clipping
prohibited
Ear notching
Ear notching carried out with a
knife prohibited, but permitted if
using notching tools
Castration
Castration < 7d

8hr limit
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Certification Programs: Standards Comparisons

CERTIFIED HUMANE®

(2013)

Not required

Gestating Sows
Lying area must be at least equal to

the square of the length of the pig
(~16 ft?) Minimum total floor space of
37.6 ft? per pig for mature sows and
28.9 ft? per pig for first and second
parity animals
Farrowing Sows
Pen must have at least 48 ft?
Grower Pigs
Depends on weight class and ranges
from 2.9 ft? lying area per 22 Ib pig
to 8.04 ft2 lying area per 264+ b pig.
Total floor space including lying area
ranges from 4.5 ft? per 22 |b pig to
12 ft2 per 264+ Ib pig.

Must have materials for rooting and
manipulating (e.g. straw/
sawdust/woodchips, rope)

Docking/Clipping
Teeth clipping permitted (during first

48hr)

Routine tail docking prohibited, but
permitted on case-by-case basis if
recommended by vet
Ear notching
Ear notching prohibited
Castration
Castration < 7d

8hr limit

Tiers 1-2: Not required
Tier 3: Access to outdoor area
Tier 4: Access to pasture
Tier 5-5+: Continuous access to pasture

Gestating Sows
Tiers 1-2: 32 ft? per pig
Tier 3: 56 ft? per pig (20 ft? of
outdoor space)

Tier 4: If removed from pasture, 40 ft?
per pig (20 ft? of outdoor space)
Tiers 5-5+: On pasture continuously; only
removed for emergencies. If
removed, must have 16 ft? of lying
space.

Farrowing Sows
All Tiers: Pen must have 48 ft? of
farrowing space
Grower Pigs
Tier 1: 7 ft? per pig if between 56 and
112 Ib; 10 ft? per pig if > 112 Ib
Tier 2: 7 ft? per pig if between 56 and
112 Ib; 12 ft? per pig if > 112 b
Tier 3: 7 ft2 per pig if between 56 and
112 Ib; 18 ft2 per pig if > 112 Ib (6 ft? of
which must be outdoor space)
Tiers 4-5+: 5.25 ft? of lying space per
pig if between 56 and 112 Ib; 9 ft? of lying
space per pig if > 112 |b
If Tier 4 pigs are removed from pasture,
must have 1.75 ft? of exercise, feeding
and digging area per pig outdoors if
between 56 and 112 Ib; 9 ft? per pig
if > 112 lo (6 ft? of which must be
outdoor space)

Tier 1: Not required other than bedding
Tiers 2-4: Must have enrichment
materials (e.g. straw/hay/woodchips,
rope)

Tier 4: > 25% of occupied pasture
covered with vegetation
Tiers 5-5+: > 50% of occupied pasture
covered with vegetation

Docking/Clipping
All Tiers: Tail docking and teeth

clipping prohibited
Ear Notching
Tiers 1-4: Ear notching permitted
< 10d with notch tools
Tiers 5-5+: Ear notching prohibited
Castration
Tier 1-4: Castration < 10d
Tiers 5-5+: Castration prohibited

Tiers 1-5: 16hr limit
Tier 5+: Transport prohibited




FARM ANIMAL WELFARE CERTIFICATION GUIDE

Turkey Standards

CERTIFIED ANIMAL
WELFARE APPROVED

by AGW (2018)

Continuous daytime ranging
and foraging access required
for birds > 4wks whenever
climatic conditions do not
pose a risk to welfare

Breed must be chosen with
consideration for their ability to
thrive in a pasture-based,
free-range outdoor system
Growth rate may not exceed
0.15 Ib/day for hens and 0.19
lb/day for toms

Minimum of 20 ft? of range
per bird with minimum pen
size of 18x10 ft
Minimum of 5 ft? of indoor
space per bird (Plus 11 ft?
per bird when excluded from
ranging and foraging area)

Ammonia must be < 5 ppm

Natural light required, must
be kept at average > 20 lux
Daylight cannot be
extended > 16hr

Ranging area provides foraging
opportunities (denuded area
<20%). If excluded from range,
vegetative material must be
provided to enrich indoor
housing.

All alterations, including toe
clipping and beak-trimming,
prohibited

4hr limit
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CERTIFIED HUMANE®
(2014)

Not required; free-range systems
require daily access to outdoors

Avoid genetic strains with
undesirable traits, particularly
aggressiveness, broodiness, bone
fragility, hysteria, cannibalism and
tendency to feather peck
No max avg growth rate

Must not exceed 7.5 Ib/ft?, which
equates to 4ft? per tom and
5ft? per heavy tom

Ammonia should be < 10 ppm
and must not exceed 25 ppm

Natural light not required, at least
Y2 floor area must be at 20 lux,
with minimum 5 lux
8hr continuous darkness in
every 24

Required when birds > 10d (straw
bales, perches, pecking objects).
No specific number of
enrichments required.

Toe clipping prohibited
Beak-trimming permitted < 10d

10hr limit, including loading and
unloading

Certification Programs: Standards Comparisons

Tiers 1-2: Not required
Tier 3: Continuous outdoor access
Tiers 4-5+: Continuous pasture access
Tiers 5-5+: Can only be removed form
pasture during extreme weather

All Tiers: Breed must be chosen for
good leg health and low mortality
Tiers 1-2: Max avg growth rate < 0.35 Ib/
day for toms and < 0.213 Ib/day for hens
Tiers 3-4: Max avg growth rate < 0.3 Ib/
day for toms and < 0.192 Ib/day for hens
Tier 5: Max avg growth rate < 0.215 Ib/
day for toms and < 0.13 Ib/day for hens
Tier 5+: Max avg growth rate < 0.143 Ib/
day for toms and < 0.083 Ib/day for hens

Tier 1: 10 lo/ft?

Tier 2: 7.5 lo/ft?

Tier 3: 6.5 lo/ft?
Tiers 4-5+: 6 lo/ft?

All Tiers: Ammonia must be < 15 ppm

Tiers 1-2: Natural light not
required, > 20 lux
6 hours continuous darkness in every 24
Tiers 3-5+: Natural light required, > 50 lux
8 hours continuous darkness in every 24

Tier 1: Not required
Tiers 2-4: For houses < 1000ft2, must
have at least two enrichments; For
houses > 1000ft?, must be min of one
enrichment for every 1,000ft?

Tier 2: Must have one type of
enrichment (straw bales, scattered
grains, brassicas, etc.)

Tiers 3-4: Must have two types of
enrichment
Steps 5-5+: Provided vi