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a note FroM edWin saYres:
in the past several months this nation has been challenged 
with difficulties from natural disasters to economic setbacks. 
Yet through it all, the unrelenting commitment and support  
of asPca® staff, volunteers and members has allowed us to 
continue making great strides in improving the lives of animals 
across the country.

our vital work continues to shine the spotlight on animal 
cruelty as well as the importance of fighting against it. We 
remain at the forefront of implementing effective ways to 
increase the rate of adoptions, leading to thousands of ani-
mals finding permanent, loving homes. and our devotion to 
strengthening the human/animal bond remains at the heart of 
it all.

With the holiday season right around the corner i am reminded 
that this is a time to give thanks, and i want you to know how 
much we appreciate your dedication to the asPca. Your 
support is vital to us, and for that we are truly thankful. as  
an asPca supporter, the gifts you give to animals in need last 
well beyond the holidays. on behalf of the animals you help 
to protect every day, i thank you. together we are changing 
the fate of america’s homeless, abused and neglected pets.

edwin sayres
President & ceo

Designed by Curran & Connors, Inc. / www.curran-connors.com

Cover: Aaron Goodman.

Send subscription inquiries to: ASPCA Action, 424 East 92nd Street,
New York, NY 10128-6804.

This newsletter is not intended to provide advice on individual pet health
matters or to substitute for consultation with a veterinary doctor.
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ost of us live busy lives in a 
world that is changing at the 
speed of light. While there  
is a well-established human 
need to be connected to  

others and to belong to a social support 
system, the distractions we face daily can 
instead drive a wedge between us and 
other human beings. this can result in us 
feeling disconnected and isolated—even in 
a bustling urban environment—and it can 
create an uneasy sense that we don’t really 
“belong” anywhere. What’s more, 
our increasing use of high-speed 
internet, email and chat rooms 
as a substitute for real human 
contact has taken its toll on 
our interpersonal relationships 
and weakened the bonds we 
share with other people. these 
fascinating insights and others, 
shared with ASPCA Action  
by stephanie LaFarge, Ph.d., 
senior director, asPca® 
counseling services, may help 
to explain in part why our 
companion animals mean so 
much to us.

Exploring the Human/
Companion-Animal Bond

those of us who have a pet—a dog, a  
cat, a horse or a myriad of other creatures 
rec ognize the existence of the unique and 
profound bond we share with that pet. But 
what is the genesis of that bond? according 
to dr. LaFarge, some theorists propose 
that it dates back to humans’ earliest days 
on the savannah, where our ancestors 
developed a keen sense about animals—a 
fundamental component in their ability to 
survive and a prerequisite for them to eat 
and not to be eaten. simply put, our human 
ancestors who lived long enough to repro-
duce were those who paid the closest 
attention to the animals around them. right 
or wrong, these evolutionists surmise that 
the human brain evolved in the presence of 
animals, genetically “hardwiring” our 
psyches to be attentive to them. that 
attention is reflected today in our modern 

lives: although we have comparatively less 
to do with nature than our earliest ances-
tors, a part of our brain is precon ditioned 
to make us uniquely sensitive to animals.

today, as pet parents, we care for and  
nurture our beloved animals in ways that 
only humans can. We feed them and pro-
vide water, we walk and play with them, we 
attend to their medical needs, we protect 
them, and we make tough decisions about 
when to end their lives to avoid suffering.  

in return, they provide us with a host of 
rewards. dr. LaFarge points to countless 
research studies indicating that the mere 
presence of animals fosters a feeling of 
calm, improves mood and can even help to 
lower blood pressure, stress, and choles-
terol levels. Pets provide us with a sense  
of belonging, kinship and attachment. they 
are the sentient equivalent of shelter and 
safety. We take tremendous comfort in the 
fact that we can be in a relationship with 

M

The ASPCA® Provides a Range of Supportive 
Programs and Services that Nurture the 
Human/Companion-Animal Bond
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Pets provide  
us with a sense  
of belonging,  
kinship and 
attachment.

ASPCA Behavior Team Members



another being without having to use lan-
guage. We feel that our pets will under-
stand us without us having to explain 
ourselves—an advantage that we rarely 
enjoy even with those humans we care 
most about. Moreover, they provide us 
with something that most of us seek in all 
of our relationships: unconditional love. 

the asPca recognizes the value of the 
human/animal bond and the mutual advan-
tages derived through this association. it 
also understands that the bond between 
humans and animals can sometimes be 
destructive. While animals clearly deserve 
our kindness, and we have a moral obli-
gation to protect them and treat them 
humanely, some human/animal bonds are 
cruel, such as those established by dog-
fighting rings and puppy mill owners. the 
complexities of the human/animal bond form 
the basis of the asPca’s long-standing  
mission: they are at the heart of the core 
programs and services the organization has  
in place that reinforce the positive bond 
between pets and pet parents, while fight-
ing cruelty at every level.

Delivering Essential Programs  
and Services

these core initiatives are overseen by 
asPca senior Vice President steven r. 
hansen. dr. hansen says that the recent 
grouping of programs and services such as 
the asPca animal Poison con trol center, 
asPca counseling services, the asPca 
animal Behavior center, the asPca Bergh 
Memorial animal hos pital, the asPca 
Mobile spay/neuter clinics and asPca 
Veterinary outreach under the new animal 
health services banner is intended to foster 
an increased collaboration that will “lever-
age our individual skills and maximize our 
impact” on the organization’s ability to sup-
port the bond between humans and their 
companion animals. dr. hansen also notes 
that the asPca has renewed its focus on 
these core programs not just as a “return 
to our primary and historic mission,” but 
also an “expansion of that mission” by 
“directly helping companion animals through 
improving the general quality of their lives, 
while battling cruelty and suffering.”

ASPCA Animal  
Poison Control Center

one of the organi-
zation’s most impor-
tant and widely  
used services is the 
asPca animal 
Poison control 
center. Founded 30 
years ago, and man-
aged by Vice Presi-
dent and Medical 
director dr. sharon 
Gwaltney-Brant,  
the asPca animal 
Poison control 
center is the only 
24-hour, 365-day  
animal-dedicated poi-
son control center  
in north america. 
the facility is staffed 
by 30 vet erinarians, 
including 13 board-
certified general and/
or veterinary toxi-
cologists and 13  
certified veterinary 
technicians. the 
highly trained staff 
provides assistance  
to pet parents and 

makes diagnostic and treatment recommen-
dations to veterinarians regarding toxic 
chemicals and dangerous plants, products 
or substances. the poison center also  
provides extensive veterinary toxicology 
consulting on a wide array of subjects, 
including legal cases, formulation issues, 
product liability, and regulatory reporting. 
in 2007, the asPca animal Poison con-
trol center fielded 400–800 calls each day, 
and its public use increased 18 percent 
year-over-year to include nearly 136,500 
individual cases involving more than 111,050 
animals. the poison center also led the way 
in keeping the public informed in 2007 dur-
ing the most extensive national pet food 
recall in U.s. history. “We’re proud of our 
success record,” says dr. hansen. “But our 
ulti mate goal is never to get another call  
at the poison center—which would mean 
that we’ve been completely effective at 
doing our jobs.”

ASPCA Counseling Services

the asPca provides expert support at 
other moments of crisis, as well, through  
a department called asPca counseling 
services, managed by senior director and 
psychologist stephanie LaFarge, Ph.d. this 
burgeoning department provides personal-
ized support to people grieving over the 
loss of their pets or wrestling with the 
complex issues that face pet parents at  
certain points: preparing for euthanasia, 
managing grief at the time of death, caring 
for other pets in the household and com-
municating with children about the loss of a 
beloved pet. dr. LaFarge says, “euthanasia 
is one of the most difficult decisions a pet 
parent can make. Yet many caring pet parents 
wait until the very last moment—often at a 
time of crisis and emotional upset—to make 
their final choice.” she says, “euthanasia of 
our pets is not a decision we can undo, and 
there’s often a lot of guilt and regret asso-
ciated with it. at the asPca, we want to 
be there at that very moment to provide 
the intensive support pet parents need.  
at the same time, we’d like pet parents to 
view end-of-life issues as part of their basic 
responsibilities. We’d like them to say that 
‘Part of my loving this dog or cat is making 
the decisions early on that will result in as 
peaceful and painless an end to their lives 
as possible.’” dr. LaFarge’s department is 
also a much-needed resource for social 
service agencies and humane organiza-
tions interested in establishing their own 

ASPCA CovER SToRy
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As little as one teaspoon of antifreeze can be deadly to a cat; one to two tablespoons 
can kill a 10-pound dog.



counseling services. it maintains a 24-hour, 
toll-free pet-loss hotline and currently han-
dles several hundred calls annually, with 
demand steadily increasing.

ASPCA Animal Behavior Center

the organization is also preparing to  
offer sophisticated web-based support to  
pet parents through the asPca animal 
Behavior center, overseen by certified 
applied animal behaviorist Pam reid, Ph.d. 
dr. reid and her team are currently engaged 
in developing and preparing to introduce a 
web-based tool composed of a library of 
helpful content intended to enable  

ASPCA Animal Behavior Center: 1-888-226-4435

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center: 1-888-426-4435 

ASPCA Counseling Services: 1-877-474-3310

ASPCA Mobile Clinics: 1-877-SPAy-NyC

ASPCA Member Support: 1-800-628-0028

Important Numbers to Clip and Save:
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ASPCA® Counseling Services 
responds to a wide range of incoming 
calls. Here are just a few examples  
of the types of calls that ASPCA 
Counseling Services receives and 
responds to:

  a normally responsible pet parent is unable to euthanize 
her terminally ill pet. she acknowledges that the pet’s 
quality of life is poor, but she is reluctant to ‘play God’  
by proceeding with euthanasia.

  a mother wants to euthanize the family pet during the 
day while her children are in school. the pet is old and 
incontinent, but the children get upset whenever eutha-
nasia is discussed. the father refuses to participate.

  an elderly pet parent is going into a nursing home. the 
daughter is calling for help in ‘getting rid’ of his pet since 
no family member wants the responsibility. the pet par-
ent, who is still attached to the pet, is agitated about the 
fate of his closest companion.

  a married couple is expecting their first child next 
month. their five-year-old dog is intolerant of children. 
they need help in determining the best way to manage 
the situation between the collie who has always been 
their ‘baby’ and the human baby that is on the way. 

  a single woman has two old cats who are her “best 
friends.” they are littermates and both have serious 
chronic conditions that are hard to control. she thinks 

one will be devastated without the other so she plans to 
euthanize them together. her veterinarian thinks this is 
unwarranted. she wants a second opinion.

  a senior citizen, whose wife died of cancer two months 
ago, has just learned that the dog they both adored has 
metastatic cancer. Because the memories of his wife’s  
suf fering are so vivid to him, he wants help in planning  
a better death  
for his dog. his 
daughter is calling 
because she fears 
her father will 
lose his will to  
live if the dog is 
euthanized. 

  a divorced woman 
is about to marry 
a childhood sweet-
heart. she has 
been very lonely 
for several years 
and has drawn great comfort from her cat during that 
time. Unfortunately, her husband-to-be is severely allergic 
to cats. the cat must be left behind when she moves into 
his home. she is extremely upset and fears her new mar-
riage will not thrive if it requires her to make a “selfish” 
choice that places her own happiness over her attachment 
to her cat.

if you need counseling assistance at a difficult time with your 
pet, please feel free to call 1-877-474-3310.

Providing a Steady Shoulder in Tough Times

ASPCA CovER SToRy
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individual pet parents to resolve their pets’ 
common behavior problems.

ASPCA Bergh Memorial  
Animal Hospital

While the asPca animal Poison control 
center, asPca counseling services and 
the asPca animal 
Behavior center  
are managed from 
the organization’s 
Urbana, iL. offices, 
other crucial asPca 
programs and ser-
vices are overseen 
from its new York 
city headquarters 
and include the 
asPca Bergh 
Memorial animal 
hospital. at the  
hospital, the veteri-
narians are among 
the most skilled and 
diverse of any com-
parable animal hospi-
tal in the country, 
making it a choice facility for its annual fee-
for-service clients. But the asPca also 
provides direct care for victims of cruelty, 
shelter animals and even the pets of people 
on public assistance. during 2007, the 
asPca treated 25,287 patients, an increase 
of 21.4 percent over 2006—a clear reflec-
tion of the rising demand by the public for 
the services that the hospital provides. the 
hospital also performed 2,538 spay and 
neuter procedures, 26 percent more than 
the prior year, and it treated a total of 990 
pets through the trooper Fund, which  
helps certain needy pets and their families 
by covering medical expenses. in addition, 
the hospital provided veterinary 
care for 354 animals seized as a 
part of asPca humane Law 
enforcement investigations.

ASPCA Mobile  
Spay/Neuter Clinics

Preventing cruelty against animals 
has always been a key focus at the 
asPca, and dr. hansen says that 
preventing unwanted puppies and 
kittens from being born in the  
first place is a good way to start. 
“the asPca Mobile spay/neuter  

clinics play an important role in our anti-
cruelty ini tiatives,” he says. “if we can gain 
ground on the number of spay and neuter 
procedures that we perform, then we will 
help to lower the number of animals who 
ultimately are euthanized.” the asPca 
offers a service which provides low-cost 

spay/neuter surger-
ies—as well as rabies 
vaccinations—seven-
days-a-week to resi-
dents via four fully- 
equipped mobile 
veterinary clinics 
that travel through-
out new York’s five 
boroughs. a fifth 
vehicle will be rolled 
out in the near 
future. these mobile 
“snip shops” directly 
address overpopu-
lation problems in 
those neighborhoods 
with the least access 
to veterinary care 
and education. these 

services are provided free to low-income 
pet parents on public assistance, and they 
are offered at a discount to those who are 
not. Meanwhile, the asPca has begun to 
test the feasibility of spay/neuter days at 
the asPca Bergh Memorial animal 
hospital primarily for cats from rescue 
organizations, thereby enabling the asPca 
to leverage its facilities during off hours, 
while freeing up time and space on the 
mobile units.

veterinary outreach

sharing its vast, hands-on experience with 
veterinarians is a key goal of the asPca, 

which has a key resource in its Veterinary 
outreach program, managed by asPca 
Vice President of Veterinary outreach  
and Veterinary advisor Lila t. Miller, d.V.M. 
the unit is composed of three veterinari-
ans experienced in shelter medicine, veter-
inary forensics, animal abuse and eporting, 
spay/neuter programs and equine issues. 
these experts provide support to shelters, 
veterinarians and community collabora-
tions, and in 2007 alone, they reached 
1,400 veterinarians, vet technicians and stu-
dents at 28 universities, conferences and 
anti-cruelty training events with presenta-
tions that included the recognition and 
documentation of animal abuse, spay/neu-
ter programs and shelter medicine. 
Veterinary outreach experts also go into 
asPca® Mission: orange™ shelters by 
invitation and do thorough evaluations 
regarding existing policies and procedures 
in order to help them provide better ser-
vice within those shelters. dr. Miller, a 
30-year asPca veteran and co-editor of 
Shelter Medicine for Veterinarians and Staff,  
is already considered one of the nation’s 
leading experts on shelter medicine. she is 
now advancing that reputation by working 
on a textbook about how to manage infec-
tious diseases in animal shelters.

A Cornucopia Brimming with 
Services that Support the Bond

the asPca provides a wide range of addi-
tional programs and services that foster  
the powerful bond that exists between 
humans and their companion animals. 
these span such crucial programs as animal 
placement through the asPca state-of-
the-art adoption facility; the Meet Your 
Match® program that effectively matches 
prospective pet parents with their ideal 

pet, thereby helping to ensure a 
more successful adoption; humane 
Law enforce ment, which investi-
gates thousands of cases of animal 
cruelty or neglect a year; as well as 
a host of other vital services such 
as humane education, Legislative 
services, and disaster response— 
all of which help to further the 
asPca’s efforts to serve animals 
and their pet parents—and ulti-
mately strengthen the human/animal 
bond. For information on how to 
support the asPca’s efforts, please 
go to: www.aspca.org. n
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Charleston Comes on Line as 
ASPCA® Mission: orange™ Partner
charleston, south carolina is one of america’s 
most historic cities, but its animal community  
is undergoing a period of renewal and invigora-
tion. asPca® Mission: orange™ has provided  
a welcome boost to charleston’s efforts to 
become the premier city for animals in the deep 
south. in this, the first year of the initiative, 
charleston’s focus has been to help local organi-
zations, each of which opened new facilities last 
spring, to build infrastructures to employ the 
most effective strategies and tactics to make 
charleston a successful Partner community.  
in the second year of the initiative, charleston 
will be working to increase the live release rate 
for animals at risk in community shelters. n

Austin
in June, representatives from asPca Mission: 
orange partner agencies, rescue groups, the 
travis county sheriff’s department, the austin 
Police department, several social service agen-
cies and Pit Bull support groups joined forces to 
attend the austin Pit Bull task Force planning 
session facilitated by austin asPca Mission: 
orange team leader Karen 
Medicus. the new task force 
is dedicated to reducing  
the intake of Pit Bull-type 
breeds, increasing public 
safety and improving the 
treatment of these dogs in 
the community. Plans are in 
the works to celebrate Pit 
Bull appreciation day on 
october 26, 2008. n

Gulfport/Biloxi
thanks to asPca Mission: 
orange funding, the 
humane society of south 
Mississippi (hssM) has been 
able to place billboards with 
“return to owner” messaging 

around the harrison county area. these bill-
boards tell residents where to look for a lost 
pet and provide microchip information. animal 
control officers from harrison county, Biloxi 
and Gulfport have been trained in the 
use of the PetPoint database and are 
now equipped with microchip scan-
ners. they can now scan strays in the 
field and return them to their homes 
without the need for them to enter 
the shelter. Finally, hssM implanted 
720 microchips at reduced or no  
cost at clinics to increase the number 
of pets microchipped in harrison 
county. n

Philadelphia
on saturday, october 25, 2008, 
Philadelphia once again went to the 
dogs. during the sec ond annual Mutt 
strut, dogs and the people who love 
them walked the 1.5-mile scenic route through 
Fdr Park to raise funds and awareness for 
PaWs’ lifesaving activities on behalf of Phila-
delphia’s homeless, abandoned and unwanted 
animals. there was an “ask the Vet” booth, dog 
agility course, training tips, pet photography and 
basic grooming services. For those who didn’t 
have a mutt to strut, they could rent a PaWs 
dog and make a new friend. Lots of PaWs dogs 
were adopted that day, and participants got a 
PaWs eco-bag and dog bandana! n

Spokane
the spokane asPca Mission: orange partners 
continue to work collaboratively to save the 
lives of animals at risk by focusing on reducing 
intake. aggressive spay/neuter efforts are being 
targeted to feral cats and cats in low-income 
areas to reduce the number of cats entering the 
shelters. Mobile spay/neuter events are happen-

ing twice a month in low-
income neighborhoods to 
assist pet parents in getting 
their animals sterilized. the 
partners are also focused  
on improving outcomes by 
working on joint adoption 
outreach events to increase 
the number of shelter adop-
tions and the number of  
animals able to be trans-
ferred from animal control 
agencies to the humane  
society and rescue groups. 
recently they held two 
events: “Wolfstock,” which 
was held at the spokane 
humane society, and a joint 

booth at the county Fair, a 10-day event where 
thousands of residents learned about the ser-
vices these groups offer and adopted more than 
80 animals. n

Mizz Ginny and her entourage

Tampa
asPca Mission: orange has forged a new and 
highly effective bond between the humane 
society of tampa Bay (hstB) and hillsborough 
county animal services (hcas). hcas is now 
calling on the hstB when it knows it has a spe-
cial animal that requires care beyond what it  
can provide. 

recently, Ginny—a dispatcher for hcas—
insisted that the animal control officer on duty 
respond immediately to her urgent call. arriving 
on the scene, the officer found an emaciated 
female Pit Bull with no heartbeat. he believed 
her to be dead until he saw one of her eyes 
move. that was enough for him to scoop up the 
distressed dog and rush her to medical care. 
though she weighed only 21 pounds, intrave-
nous feeding kept her going until she was strong 
enough to drink water and eat soft food. staff  
at hcas named her “Mizz Ginny” in honor of 
the dispatcher who had acted so swiftly to get 
help to the starving animal. When Mizz Ginny 
was stable, she was taken to the hstB. at the 
request of dennis Mccollough, acting director 
at hcas, Mizz Ginny attended tuxes & tails, a 
fundraiser for hstB, where her story could be 
told. needless to say, there wasn’t a dry eye  
in the house. one man was so moved that he 
made a donation of $20,000 so that more ani-
mals could be helped. Ginny touched the lives 
and hearts of all of the asPca Mission: orange 
tampa partners with her desire to live and her 
willingness to forgive. 

Ginny is now awaiting that special someone to 
adopt her into a new “forever” home. n

Mission: orange Updates
ASPCA® MISSIoN : oR ANGE™
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he disturbing email lit up the 
screens of asPca® humane 
Law enforcement (hLe) 
agents in early June 2008: 
there was what sounded to  

be an abandoned dog in a Queens, n.Y. 
house, barking incessantly. could the 

asPca hLe agents please check it out? 
after leaving several notices at the house 
on inwood street and after rigging the 
door locks to determine whether anyone 
had entered or exited the residence—
both to no avail—hLe special agent 
Joann sandano grew increasingly alarmed 
that the dog in the house was in imminent 
danger. armed with a search warrant, 
sandano entered the house through an 
unlocked back door and discovered what 
no one ever wants to see—a sweet, 
young dog virtually imprisoned in an 
empty house and left to die with no 
access to food or water. sandano rushed 

the dog to the asPca Bergh Memorial 
animal hospital for immediate treatment.

the journey that led this lovable three-
year-old Maltese to an abandoned Queens 
home was a mysterious one, and the trail 
to the people who abandoned him was 
stone cold. the emailed complaint came 

from someone who did not know the 
owners; the dog had no microchip; and 
sandano came up empty handed each 
time she attempted to find the owners, 
who appeared to have skipped town. 
With all leads exhausted, the case was 
reluctantly closed.

the adorable pup, newly named rocky, 
immediately became the center of atten-
tion at the asPca Bergh Memorial 
animal hospital, and ultimately, at the 
asPca adoption center. after receiving 
the tender loving care of which he had 
been previously deprived, and after care-
ful evaluation, the asPca Behavior staff 

determined that while rocky was a real 
lover, he could also be frightened when 
meeting someone new. Who could blame 
him? not one Bronx resident, who rec-
ognized that rocky would make the per-
fect addition to her family. she adopted 
the lucky dog into her home for a life-
time of love and care.

there are many stories like rocky’s, and 
each one is heartbreaking. But what’s 
encouraging is the knowledge of just how 
far the asPca hLe agents will go to 
rescue an animal—and how effectively 
they manage all aspects of a rescue. “i’m 
not sure that the public truly under-
stands how carefully we handle these 
rescues,” says Joe Pentangelo, assistant 
director of asPca humane Law 
enforcement. “We can’t just break into 
people’s houses—in most cases, we need 
a warrant.” Pentangelo notes that legally, 
animals are viewed as “living property.” 
“that’s a mighty controversial term,” he 
admits, “but it can benefit an abused ani-
mal to be viewed that way, and that sta-
tus can make an abuser face a more 
serious penalty.” he explains, “Let’s take 
the case of an expensive purebred dog 
like rocky—or any animal worth more 
than $1,000. if someone were to kill or 
seriously injure someone else’s pet, we 
can charge him or her with misdemeanor 
animal cruelty, as well as felony criminal 
mischief, a more serious charge with a 
harsher penalty. that way they’ll face 
more jail time.” Pentangelo notes, 
“although it’s distasteful to put a price 
on companion animals or view them as 
property, they are still regarded that way 
legally. We’ll play that game if we have to 
if we can get a harsher sentence. Let’s 
put it this way: we’ll make the system 
work for us.” a smart point of view 
that’s all in a day’s work for asPca 
humane Law enforcement. n

T

above and Beyond the call of duty
ASPCA RESCuE

All in a Day’s Work for ASPCA® 
Humane Law Enforcement
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Expressing a Lifelong Passion 
for Animals

retired Portland, ore. ele mentary schoolteacher elaine Wilderman 

has been passionate about animals for her entire life. “i had my 

first dog, rusty, when i was about 12,” she says. “i’ve almost 

always had a dog, but i haven’t had many of them because they 

each lived so long.” that’s true, in fact—each of Wilderman’s 

dogs lived well beyond their typical life expectancies, mainly 

because of the exceptional care that she provided to each 

one—including a 15-year-old cocker spaniel named Buffie,  

who had “every health issue you can imagine, including skin,  

eye, ear and heart problems.” she says, “i was on my own then 

and pennies were scarce, but i loved him so much and i probably 

spoiled him a bit.” a bit? she cooked delicious meals like chicken 

casserole and rice, and hand-fed him during his last year or two, 

trying to keep his weight up. “it wasn’t easy,” she says, “but i did 

everything i could to keep him well.”

Going the extra mile for animals has helped to define 

Wilderman’s life—which is why it took her about 15 years 

after Buffie’s death to get another dog. “i was still teach-

ing, and i didn’t think it was fair to leave a dog alone in 

the house all day,” she says. that embargo ended when 

she retired in 2005. “When i was teaching, i developed 

an interest in guide dogs,” she says. “there was a long 

waiting list of people who wanted to adopt retired 

guide dogs or guide dogs undergoing a career change. 

however, i wanted to do animal therapy in nursing 

homes, so i called the adoption office of the guide dog 

school, and they told me they had an eight-year-old Black 

Lab that had been returned by her adopters because she had 

sudden-onset glaucoma in one eye. they were pretty sure she 

would soon go blind in the other eye for the same reason.  

i didn’t care—i was interested in her personality.”

now nine, “ashlyn’s the most darling, sweet, appreciative dog 

that she could possibly be—and she’s now totally blind.” no 

matter: Wilderman calls ashlyn “the perfect therapy dog.” 

“one day a week we go to an assisted living facility to provide 

company for the elderly. it’s made such a difference! some of 

them would not communicate at all, but when they meet ashlyn, 

they open right up.” Wilderman also takes ashlyn to the local 

Public Library to meet the kids and encourage them to read. 

“that program is so popular, it’s already filled up through 

december,” says Wilderman.

Wilderman expressed her lifelong passion for animals differ-

ently when she recently made a sizable donation of stock to  

the asPca®. “i had a little extra due to an inheritance,” says 

Wilderman, “my financial advisor told me that a stock donation 

might help with taxes.” the asPca warmly thanks elaine 

Wilderman—and her wonderful dog ashlyn—for their com-

bined generosity. to learn more about the tax advantages of 

making a stock donation or to get information on how to make 

a gift of securities to the asPca, please contact Jaime-Faye 

Bean, director of Major Gifts, at (212) 876-7700, ext. 4506,  

or by email at jaimeb@aspca.org. n

“Ashlyn’s the most darling, 
sweet, appreciative dog that 
she could possibly be.”
—Elaine Wilderman
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hurricane Gustav

ASPCA NEWS BRIEFS

When hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf coast 
region in 2005, it left behind a trail of death, 
devastation and destruction. But what 
Katrina also left in its wake were valuable 
lessons for those willing to learn them.

the asPca® responded aggressively to 
those lessons in sep tember 2005 by cre-
ating a disaster response team, whose 
mission is to assist in the rescue of animals 
in a disaster  
sit uation. over  
the ensuing 23 
months, the 
organization 
repeatedly 
deployed the 
team, composed 
of veterinarians, 
technicians, 
disaster 
responders  
and sheltering 
professionals,  
to crisis spots 
across the nation 
whenever it was invited to do so by the 
supervising agency. By august 1, 2008, the 
team had responded and provided assis-
tance in a range of crises, including hur-
ricanes, floods, tornadoes, blizzards— 
and even a large-scale puppy mill raid.

the asPca disaster response team was 
put to the test once again in late august 
2008—and to an extent that these increas-
ingly seasoned disaster responders could 
not have anticipated. the city of new 
orleans was staring down the barrel of a 
category 3 hurricane. Meanwhile, other 
Louisiana cities like shreveport were 
scrambling to batten down the hatches  
and secure their own assets. Louisiana  
state officials declared  
a pre-storm state  
of emergency, and 
local parish shel-
ters and other 
animal welfare 
organi zations put 
out requests for 
assistance in pre- 
and post-storm 
evacuation and shel-
tering. the Louisiana 
state animal response team (Lsart) 
requested the deployment of the asPca’s 
disaster response team (drt) to get  
it involved in shelter ing efforts on the 
ground. additionally, at the request of  
local shelters, the asPca drt provided 

assistance with 
evacuation in 
advance of the 
approaching 
storm.

Members of  
the disaster 
response team 
arrived at the 
Louisiana Mega 
shelter in 
shreveport on 
Friday, august 
29, where more 
than 180 animals 
belonging to 

evacuees had already arrived and were 
being cared for. the asPca’s disaster 
response trailer arrived the next day,  
while the asPca contacted its brand- 
new partner agency, the saranac technical 
rescue team (strt) in upstate new  

York, to remain on standby for post-storm 
activity.

over the next several days, asPca drt 
members worked in 12-hour shifts to help 
shelter and care for more than 1,000 pets 
that belonged to evacuees. team members 
worked in tandem with other humane 
organizations to conduct intake and escort 
pet parents to the dog and cat areas at 

shreveport’s Mega shelter. 
the team also helped 

to coordinate the 
transfer of animals 
to agencies in 
texas and other 
states and commu-
nicated with other 
rescue groups. 
“We saw every-

thing from puppies, 
kittens, dogs and cats 

to rabbits, hamsters, birds, snakes and 
other reptiles,” says sandy Monterose, 
asPca senior director of community 
outreach, who was on site in shreveport. 
“our team worked closely with other 
agencies to ensure that the pets belonging 
to evacuees were well cared for.” the 
asPca team also stayed on the job to  
discharge those 1,000 animals to their 
homes after the crisis had passed.

thankfully, 110-mile-per-hour hurricane 
Gustav turned out not to carry quite the 
wallop that forecasters had anticipated. 
how ever, it provided an excellent oppor-
tunity for the asPca disaster response 
team to hone its skills and add to its expe-
rience for future such disasters. Meanwhile, 
asPca director of disaster response 
allison cardona says, “We encountered  
so many people who had lost their animals 
in 2005. after witnessing the utter devasta-
tion left by Katrina, what really struck me 
was the grateful way in which hurricane 
Gustav evacuees responded to having  
their pets with them.” For infor mation 
about our rescue efforts and how to  
prepare for any disaster, please go to 
www.aspca.org/disaster. n

Staring Down the Barrel of 
a Category 3 Hurricane

“I’m not sure what I’m going home to, but 
I still have my dog Smoky, and I’m forever 
grateful for that.” Red, Pet Parent

Read ASPCA Action’s 
Next Issue for News 
About the Disaster 
Response Team’s Role  
in Hurricane Ike Relief!



L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG Fall 2008 page 9

Dr. Melinda Merck

ASPCA® Forensic Veterinarian 
Assists in Several Major Dog 
Fighting Raids in Georgia

the summer of 2008 was a busy one for  
the asPca®, which joined forces with  
the humane society of the United states 
(hsUs) and other animal welfare agencies to 
execute four planned raids on alleged dog-
fighting operations in Georgia. dr. Melinda 
Merck, asPca senior director of Veter-
inary Forensics, and Felicia earley, an anti-
cruelty Veterinary assistant with the 
asPca, were part of an elite “sWat” 
team of animal welfare professionals 
involved in each raid, which resulted in 
dozens of dogs being seized for examina-
tion and evidence. the asPca Mobile 
animal crime scene investigation (csi) 
Unit was also present on the different 
scenes to allow dr. Merck to examine and 
care for victims immediately, as well as 
gather forensic evidence right on site.
“i’m glad to lend my expertise in processing 
the forensic evidence in these cases and 
examining the animal victims,” says dr. Merck. 
“the mistreatment that these dogs experi-
enced is horrific, and if we want to eradi-
cate animal cruelty, we need to continue to 
bring down these offenders one by one.” 
the raids mark the first Georgia dogfight-
ing busts since the May 2008 passage of new 
legislation that strengthened the state’s 
dogfighting law, making it a felony to own, 
possess, train, transport or sell a dog for 
the purpose of dog fighting. in each case, 
the alleged perpetrators were charged  
with multiple counts of felony dog fighting. 
Under the new legislation, those involved  
in dog fighting can receive up to five years 
in prison, a minimum fine of $5,000, or 
both. For more information about the 
asPca’s fight against animal cruelty, visit 
www.fightcruelty.org. n

Dr. Miller signing copies of her book.

ASPCA Experts Shine  
at AVMA

Four asPca experts spoke on a range  
of animal welfare topics at the american 
Veterinary Medical association (aVMa)’s 
145th annual con vention in July in new 
orleans. dr. randall Lockwood, senior Vice 
President of anti-cruelty Field services, 
dr. Melinda Merck, director of Veterinary 
Forensics, dr. Lila Miller, Vice President  
of Veterinary outreach, and dr. Kathleen 
Makolinski, director of the Veterinary 
outreach department, addressed the 
assemblage on such topics as cruelty inves-
tigation practices, veterinary forensics, spay 
and neuter programs, and feral cat man-
agement. the convention, which attracted 
8,000 registrants, featured more than 1,000 
hours of continuing education and “wet 
labs,” where veterinarians and veterinary 
technicians gained hands-on work experi-
ence, as well as hundreds of exhibits dis-
playing the latest in veterinary technology, 
educational materials, and products for pets 
and pet parents. attendees also toured  
the asPca Mobile animal crime scene 
investigation (csi) Unit, the nation’s first 
such resource. asPca President & ceo  
ed sayres says, “our continuing outreach 
to members of the veterinary community  
is absolutely essential to the continuation 
of our anti-cruelty education efforts.” n

Dr. Lockwood and Dr. Merck signing books.

The ASPCA’s Nada Polanco receives check.

Disney Makes Grant  
to ASPCA®

Maria Morales, who works for disney-
aBc, nominated the asPca® to receive  
a grant from the disney Voluntears pro-
gram. the program allows disney employ-
ees to raise money for and nominate 
charities to receive grants. the asPca 
received a $1,500 grant for the trooper 
Fund in april 2008—and grantees took  
pictures with Mickey and Minnie! n

CosmoGIRL! Picks ASPCA to 
Receive Cash from Prize Sales

the asPca gave a “shout-out” to the ani-
mal-loving girls over at CosmoGIRL! maga-
zine. they raised more than $2,000 by 
opening the doors of their prize-closet—
filled with all kinds of goodies from their 
corporate sponsors—and selling it all to 
benefit the asPca. every year CosmoGIRL! 
chooses a lucky charity to benefit from  
the prize-closet sale. senior Web editor 
deanne hess loves animals, so the asPca 
was the fortunate 2008 beneficiary. deanne 
brought two of her summer interns to the 
asPca’s headquarters in new York to 
deliver the gift, visit the adoption center 
and take photos with some of the adopt-
able dogs. deanne says, “these dogs and 
cats need your help, and i urge all of you  
to consider adopting before going to a 
breeder.” thanks, deanne and CosmoGIRL! 
for supporting the cause! n

news Briefs

ASPCA NEWS BRIEFS



Just a Note to Show You Care

This year’s exclusive designs feature ASPCA 
alumni—dogs and cats who were either 
rescued as strays, saved from abusive 
situations or transferred from other shelters 
that didn’t have enough room. Each box  
of 16 cards, envelopes and seals is 
$17.99 in your choice of all cats, all 
dogs or mixed. Best of all, proceeds go to 
support the ASPCA’s lifesaving work. 

Stock up today—you’ll receive two designs  
of festive ASPCA wrapping paper and gift 
tags, absolutely free, with a purchase of  
$50 or more. 

‘Tis the season—so let it snow and let ‘em know you care about animals 
with our ASPCA® holiday cards.

Now available exclusively online at  
www.aspca.org/store



ask the experts 

Q:  Is there any value in feeding our cat a raw diet? Lisa s.

A: at the asPca®, we know that there are many dietary options from which pet parents can choose. how-
ever, we generally do not recommend raw food diets. current scientific evidence supports the idea of feeding 
well-balanced, high-quality commercial foods. alternatively, in some circumstances, it may be appropriate to feed 
homemade diets with cooked meat, but only if the recipes have been formulated by veterinary nutritionists. 

studies have demonstrated risks associated with feeding raw meat diets to dogs and cats. the risks include food- 
borne illness, gastro-intestinal perforation from bones and nutritional imbalances. each of these issues 

can be life-threatening. n
Mindy Bough, CvT
ASPCA Client Services 
Midwest Regional office

Q:  My little Westie was rescued from a puppy mill. She is terribly afraid 
of being on the floor and outside. How can I help her? steve F.

A: Your pup is lucky to have found such a loving home after living her life in a cage. as she has probably 
never been on the ground or outside in her former life, patient training will be essential to help her to adapt. 
adult dogs are often nervous about new experiences, places and things. the relative vastness of the floor and  
of the outdoors can be overwhelming to dogs that never experienced them when they were young. Puppy mill 
dogs are usually kept on wire floors. although it seems counter-intuitive that a dog might be less relaxed on 

wood, carpet, grass or linoleum than on wire, these surfaces are all new to her and probably  
produce some anxiety. their elevation may also be an issue: if your dog lived in an elevated 
cage all her life, being down low compared with other objects or people could be a poten-
tially frightening experience.

the key in helping any dog overcome fear or anxiety is to gradually expose her to it, slowly 
increasing the intensity while providing rewards. the goal is to associate the formerly scary 

thing with really good stuff, each and every time she experiences it. she should experience 
what she fears in such small increments that she can remain calm and enjoy the rewards you provide, such as bits of low-fat hotdog or cheese, 
or her favorite toy. Praise and verbal encouragement are good additions, but are not enough of a reward for the effective training of a very 
nervous dog.

if your dog is still nervous and unable to enjoy the rewards you offer, consider talking to your vet about using anti-anxiety medication to ease 
the process along. Just like people, dogs aren’t able to learn very well when they are frightened or nervous. Using behavioral medication can 
temporarily ease her emotions to the point where she can learn effectively during the training sessions. in summary, gradual exposure to  
the floor and outdoors, combined with rewards, should eventually help your pup to relax in those areas. With time and patient training, she 
should gradually adjust to her new life and come to enjoy it fully. n

Kat Miller, Ph.D.
Certified Applied Animal Behaviorist
Certified Professional Dog Trainer

ASPCA ExPERTS
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Q:  What should you do if your pet dies at home? dave r.

A: this is an important issue because the death of a pet can occur at any time. regardless of the cause,  
the pet parent has to deal with several difficult decisions, and knowing beforehand what to do can make all  
the difference:

•  You should know your local laws regarding disposal of a pet’s body. Urban and suburban areas do not allow 
burial of an animal, even on your own property.

•  You can check online for the nearest pet cemetery. Note that burial is very expensive compared 
with cremation.

•  Ask your veterinarian for the local crematorium. Some agencies will pick up the body from your 
home within 24 hours of your call, and return the ashes to you.

•  It’s best to wrap the body of the pet in a towel or blanket. Putting the body in a cardboard box 
with ice or dry ice will help preserve it if you can’t bury the body within 24 hours. 

       • Most pet parents benefit from a goodbye or memorial service for their pet, especially if the  
         service is shared with other people who knew the animal. n

Stephanie LaFarge, Ph.D.
Senior Director
ASPCA Counseling Services

HAvE A QuESTIoN? ASK ouR ExPERTS email: asPcaaction@aspca.org, or write: asPca action, 424 east 92nd street, new York, nY 10128
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similar to h.r. 503 (the american horse slaughter 
Prevention act), the Prevention of equine cruelty act 
(h.r. 6598) would prohibit the possession, shipment, 
transport, purchase, sale, delivery or receipt via inter-
state commerce of any horse intended for slaughter for 
human consumption. it would make it illegal to trans-
port horses for slaughter for human consumption, so  
it would effectively eliminate the shipping of horses  
to Mexico and canada to be slaughtered. Unlike the 
horse slaughter Prevention act, which has been stalled 
in congress due to political maneuvering, h.r. 6598 
has the potential to move quickly in the house of 
representatives. the asPca® is also currently support-
ing federal legislation regarding dog and cat fur, downed 
animals, captive primates and the use of antibiotics in 
farm animals. For more information and to learn how 
you can take action to help animals, please log onto 
www.aspca.org/lobby. n

representatives conyers and Burton have introduced new federal 
legislation aimed at ending horse slaughter once and for all.

Arkansas and Mississippi Residents 
—Get Political for Animals! 
arkansas and Mississippi are among the 
very few states that still lack felony level 
penalties for egregious acts of cruelty 
against animals. animal-friendly legisla-
tors in these states have expressed a 
desire to pass tougher legislation to 
protect animals during the 2009 legis-
lative session. the asPca® will be 

working with these legislators to make 
egregious acts of animal cruelty a felony, 
but it needs your help! Please sign up  
to be an advocacy Brigade member and 
assist the asPca in the fight to better 
protect animals in your state. Politics is 
not a spectator sport, so join the team, 
step up to the plate and get political for 
animals. Go to www.aspca.org/lobby 
to sign up today! 

California: First-of-Its-Kind Animal 
Abandonment Law Passed! the sub-
prime mortgage crisis that has devas-
tated homeowners and the economy 
has brought with it a troubling trend: 
pets abandoned after home foreclo-
sures. those who assess deserted 
homes are often directed to leave prop-
erty—including pets—untouched until 
the foreclosure process is completed. 

Federal highlights

state highlights

Politics is Not a Spectator Sport—So Get Involved 
and Join our Team!

Ending Horse Slaughter once and for All
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as a result, many pets have been left  
to die. the asPca congratulates the 
california Legislature for addressing this 
issue with the swift passage of assembly 
Bill 2949, which amends california’s civil 
code to require property owners—
including banks or other corporate  
entities—to immediately notify animal 
control officials when animals are aban-
doned at foreclosed properties. aB 
2949 was born out of california state 
assembly man Mark desaulnier’s annual 
“there ought to Be a Law” contest. 
contest winner sheri Kuticka recog-
nized this tragic consequence of the 
housing market downturn, and she sug-
gested that something be done to help 
abandoned animals. she, along with  
the asPca and the california animal 
association, cospon sored the legisla-
tion, which was signed into law by 
Governor arnold schwarzenegger  
on august 4, 2008.

“While pets are mere ‘property’ in the 
eyes of the law, the difference between 
a cat and a stereo is self-evident,” says 
californian Jill Buckley, asPca senior 
director of Govern ment relations. 
“Before this law, a lot of well-meaning 
people’s hands were tied when they 
found pets in empty homes. of course, 
the most important thing is for folks  
not to abandon their pets in the first 
place—but at least now, these unlucky 
animals will have a chance to get the 
life-saving care they need.”

Colorado: the asPca has submitted 
an amicus curiae—or “friend of the 
court”—brief in the potential water-
shed court case Dias, et al. v. Denver,  
et al. the asPca has asked the 10th 
circuit court of appeals to reverse  
a lower court’s order dismissing this 
lawsuit, which seeks to overturn the 
denver municipal ordinance banning 
dogs deemed by animal control to be  
Pit Bulls. since resuming enforcement  

of the ban on May 9, 2005 after colorado 
lost its bid to bring the city into line with 
the state law passed in 2004 pro hibiting 
the singling out of certain breeds of 
dogs, denver has killed more than 1,100 
dogs identified by animal control as Pit 
Bulls. however, breed-neutral danger-
ous dog laws throughout the country 
that are having a significant positive 
impact on community safety highlight 
the particular irrationality of the denver 
ordinance. For example, a breed-neutral 
Lawrence, Kansas, ordinance prohib iting 
most chaining of dogs has significantly 
reduced the animal cruelty and dogfight-
ing complaints received by animal con-
trol. sim ilarly, in Multnomah county, 
oregon, a breed-neutral ordinance 
imposing graduated penalties on dogs 
and pet owners according to the seri-
ousness of the behavior exhibited by the 
dogs has reduced repeat injurious bites 
from 25 percent to 7 percent. indeed, 
it is certainly possible that the denver 
Pit Bull ban has inappropriately diverted 
law enforcement resources from more 
rational targets, such as chained dogs 
and dogs that have actu ally displayed 
aggressive behavior.

Connecticut: in the 2008 legislative 
session, the asPca helped organize 
multiple constituent meetings with leg-
islators and worked hard to defeat a 
“pound seizure” bill that would have 
effectively authorized the impoundment 
and sale of horses for slaughter. the 
asPca also spearheaded efforts to 
defeat a bill to regulate animal rescuers 
that the asPca believes would have 
discouraged rescue and even adoption, 
as well as a bill that would have autho-
rized animal control to immediately kill 
any animal suspected of being aggres-
sive. in addition, the asPca helped 
launch a speaker’s task Force on animal 
cruelty and has been tapped for assis-
tance by the task force chair, who has 

sought the asPca’s subject matter 
expertise.

Illinois: Great News! Governor 
Blagojevich Signed HB 5076.
this new law, Public act 95-0868, was 
put into effect immediately. thank  
you for your help, illinois advocates! 
illinois house Bill 5076 contains “Good 
samaritan” provisions for individuals 
who rescue or provide care for injured 
animals in emergencies or disasters.  
the bill also clarifies the statute of limi-
tations for violations of the humane 
care for animals act. the need for  
legislation like hB 5076 was seen in  
the aftermath of hurricane Katrina, and 
18 states already have Good samaritan 
provisions that protect individuals who 
rescue or help animals during emergen-
cies or disasters. 

Southern States Get Tough on 
Animal Fighting! 
Louisiana, Georgia and Virginia all passed 
laws enacting tougher felony level penal-
ties related to animal fighting. Louisiana 
enacted legislation making it a felony to 
be a spectator at an animal fight, and 
Georgia passed dogfighting legislation 
making numerous acts related to dog 
fighting a felony. in fact, the asPca’s 
own csi, dr. Melinda Merck, testified 
before the Georgia legislature and 
assisted in the passage of this legislation. 
in the wake of the Michael Vick case, 
Virginia enacted laws making organized 
cockfighting, attendance at an animal 
fight and bringing a minor to an animal 
fight a felony, and it further addressed 
animal fighting by adding that organized 
dog fighting is a qualifying offense under 
the Virginia racketeer influenced and 
corrupt organization act (rico). 
Kudos to these states for enacting 
tougher penalties related to animal 
fighting! n
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ASPCA ouTREACH

$100,000
F Charleston, S.C.

CHARLESTON ANIMAL SOCIETY

$7,000
F Gainesville, Fla.

OPERATION CATNIP

$12,000
F Martinsville, Ind.

MORGAN COUNTY EMERGENCY RELIEF



L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG Fall 2008 page 15

ASPCA ouTREACH

F Charleston, South Carolina
a $100,000 grant was made to the charleston animal society in the form 
of an asPca® Mission: orange™ grant to support public spay/neuter, foster 
and volunteer programs and to fund the hiring of a grant administrator. 

F Gainesville, Florida 
a grant of $7,000 was made to operation catnip of Gainesville for the 
sterilization, inoculation and ear-tipping of community feral cats, an effort 
undertaken with the cooperation of members of the alachua Veterinary 
Medical association. 

F Martinsville, Indiana 
a grant of $12,000 in emergency relief was made to the Morgan county 
animal shelter for assistance in the housing and treatment of animals during 
the recent flooding. 

F Greenville, Delaware
a grant of $15,000 was made to Forgotten cats for free-roaming cats and 
kittens and low income spay/neutering. 

F Lancaster, California
a grant of $20,000 was made to Lifesavers, inc. a wild horse rescue group 
that takes in wild mustangs that had been adopted from the Bureau of Land 
Management’s adoption program but failed in their adoptive homes. the 
grant will allow them to purchase a portable tilt squeeze horse chute so 
they can provide veterinary and farrier care to these wild horses safely. 

$15,000
F Greenville, Del.

FORGOTTEN CATS SPAYED/NEUTERED

$20,000
F Lancaster, Ca.
WILD HORSE RESCUE
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ASPCA PET PARENTS

Keeping your Pet Safe During the Holidays

there’s nothing better than gathering with 
friends and family for the holidays: eating, 
drinking and putting up festive decorations. 
While enjoying this time of year, the asPca® 
wants pet parents to be aware of potential 
hazards that certain goodies and décor can 
pose to our furry friends. 

“Many of our winter habits and holiday tra-
ditions could pose a potential threat to our 
companion animals,” says dr. steven hansen, 
a board-certified veterinary toxicologist and 
senior Vice President of asPca animal 
health services, which includes the asPca 
animal Poison control center in Urbana, ill. 
“as you begin to prepare for a festive season, 
remember to be wary of activities that can  
be potentially dangerous to pets.”

to keep pets happy and healthy during  
the holiday season, the asPca offers pet  
parents the following helpful hints:

 Avoid a sour stomach. ’tis the season 
for overeating, but remember to keep your 
pets on a normal diet. any change of diet, 
even for one meal, can give your dog or cat 
severe indigestion and diarrhea. “Please 
don’t give pets holiday leftovers, and do keep 
them out of the garbage,” advises dr. Louise 
Murray, director of Medicine at the asPca 
Bergh Memorial animal hospital. Poultry 
bones can splinter and cause blockages, while 
greasy, spicy and fatty foods can cause stom-
ach upset.

 use caution with cocktails. if your plans 
include adult holiday beverages, be sure to 
place unattended alcoholic drinks where pets 
cannot reach them. if ingested, the animal 
could become sick and weak, and may go into 
a coma, pos sibly resulting in death from respi-
ratory failure.

 Skip the sweets. several popular holiday 
treats are toxic to pets. candies containing 
the sweetener xylitol can 
be poisonous to dogs. 
even small amounts 
of xylitol can cause a 
sudden drop in blood 
sugar, which leads to 
depression, lack of 
coordination, sei-
zures and even liver 
failure in certain 
cases. “chocolate, 
espe cially baker’s and 
dark chocolate, can also 
be potentially poisonous to animals, especially 
dogs,” advises dr. hansen. symptoms of sig-
nificant choc olate ingestion may include vom-
iting, diarrhea, hyperactivity and increased 
thirst and urination, as well as abnormal heart 
rate/rhythm and even seizures. cats also love 
to play with candy wrappers, but ingesting 
alu minum foil or cel lophane can pose a chok-
ing hazard or cause intestinal blockage.

 Floral arrangements should be given 
forethought. Be careful with holiday floral  

arrangements and christmas tree decorations. 
Lilies are commonly used this time of year and 
all varieties, including tiger, asian, Japanese 
show, stargazer and casa Blanca can cause 
kidney failure in cats. in addition, common 
Yuletide plants such as mistletoe and holly 
berries can be potentially toxic to pets. 
should a cat or dog eat mistletoe, they could 
suffer gastrointestinal upset and in rare cases, 
cardiovascular problems. holly can cause 
vomiting, diarrhea and lethargy if ingested.

 Cover the Christmas tree water. 
christmas tree water may contain fertilizers 
which, if ingested, can cause stomach upset. 
stagnant tree water can also act as a breed-
ing ground for bacteria, and if ingested, a pet 
could end up with abdominal discomfort, 
vomiting and diarrhea.

 Decorations can be dangerous. 
consider decorating your tree with orna-
ments that are relatively less enticing to pets, 
such as dried non-toxic flowers, wood, fabric 
or pinecones. traditional deco rations such  
as ribbons or tinsel, if ingested, can become 
lodged in the intestines and cause intestinal 
obstruction. this is a very common problem, 
particularly with cats. also take care to pre-
vent your pets from having access to glass 
ornaments, wires and cords from holiday  
decorations. if chewed, such orna ments can 

damage your pet’s mouth 
from shards of glass or 
plastic, while a wire 
can deliver a poten-
tially lethal electrical 
shock.

 Be careful with 
the candles. ensure 
any candle decora-
tions are kept well out 

of your pets’ reach. 
animals can easily knock 

over holiday candles and start a fire, and curi-
ous kittens are particularly at risk of getting 
burned by candle flames. 

if your dog or cat accidentally ingests any 
poten tially harmful products and you need 
emergency advice, please consult your vet-
erinarian or the asPca animal Poison 
control center at (888) 426-4435 or  
www.aspca.org/apcc. For more infor ma-
tion on having a fun, safe holi day with your 
pets, please visit www.aspca.org/petcare. n

Did you know that you can 

donate your old blankets and 

towels to your local animal 

shelter? What a great way to 

celebrate the holidays!
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ASPCA SPECIAL GIvING

The ASPCA® Henry Bergh Legacy Society, now with more than 700 mem-
bers, was established to recognize and thank those who have provided 
for the future of the asPca in their estate plans. henry Bergh founded 
the asPca in 1866. 

as a donor, you already have a special place in the asPca family of 
donors. Your gifts enable the organization to protect and prevent cruelty 
to animals today. But what about tomorrow? What about the future? 
how can you become a member of The ASPCA Henry Bergh Legacy Society 
and help prevent animal cruelty for many tomorrows? 

a bequest in your will is one way, but if your will has been done, there are other ways to include the asPca in your estate 
plans. Making the asPca a beneficiary of your life insurance policy or retirement plan are two examples of how you can 
achieve your goal. in either case, all you have to do is get a new beneficiary form and include the asPca as a beneficiary. the 
address is 424 east 92nd street, new York, nY 10128, the telephone number is 212-876-7700 and the Federal tax id number 
is 13-1623829. if you have bank or brokerage accounts, you can have “Pay on death” or “transfer on death” arrangements 
made with your financial institution. none of these gifts need involve legal fees or appointments with attorneys, and they may 
be completed by telephone and mail in the privacy of your home.

When you have included the asPca in your estate plans, please let us know. We will welcome you into The ASPCA Henry Bergh 
Legacy Society and thank you appropriately.

For more information or to let us know that you have included the asPca in your estate plans, please contact Marsha Pierson, 
cFP® at 212-876-7700 extension 4505 or via email at marshap@aspca.org.

Help Prevent Animal Cruelty 
for Many Tomorrows 

one of the strongest ties in the bond between humans and animals is the pure and uncon-
ditional love given to people by their beloved pets. the sheer power of that love can often 
help people triumph over even the most difficult circumstances. that was certainly the case 
with california resident sarah harper and her late Black Lab, Merlin, who was her most 
loyal and dedicated friend at several difficult times in her life.

in Merlin’s honor, harper recently donated $210 to the asPca®. that was her second 
donation on behalf of Merlin—her first was at her wedding, where, in lieu of table favors, 
she donated money to the asPca in Merlin’s honor. Both donations, made straight from  
the heart, remind us of two special ways we can memorialize the very special animals in  
our lives. to make an honor or memorial gift, please visit www.aspca.org/donate. n

Memorial Giving:
Honoring the Special Bond Between Humans and Animals

Sarah Harper 



Subaru owners Love Supporting 
Great Causes like the            
and subaru of america joins pet parents in  
that passion. so this holiday season, subaru is 
holding a sales event centered on giving back. 
For every vehicle sold from november 24th 
to January 2nd, Subaru will donate $250 
to the consumer’s choice of five charity part-
ners, one of which is the asPca®.

as an asPca supporter and animal lover you can 
help us do even more for america’s needy animals 
this holiday season. simply tell a friend or loved one who 
is considering buying a new vehicle, to be sure to include subaru 
on their shopping list. subaru has a wide range of all-wheel drive  
vehicles that are reliable, safe, and fun to drive, not to mention a 
great value. By adding subaru to your vehicle shopping list, you can 
do your part to help the asPca receive upwards of a million dollars 
(or more) in donations. the more vehicles sold, and “votes” entered 
for the asPca, the more money donated. the sky is the limit, as 
there is no cap on the total donation amount.

Whether you choose the subaru outback, impreza, tribeca, Legacy 
or the all-new totally redesigned Forester, you’ll be getting a great deal 
on a great car and you’ll be supporting one of your favorite causes.

Log on to www.aspca.org or www.Subaru.com or visit a Subaru dealer  
during December for more information.

thank you

Gives Back to AnimalsSubaru



People and events

in its second year as a sponsor, the asPca® enjoyed another trium-
phant week from august 24–31, 2008 at the prestigious hampton 
classic horse show in Bridgehampton, n.Y. asPca President & 
ceo ed sayres and assistant director of the asPca humane Law 
enforcement department Joe Pentangelo presented the asPca 
Maclay trophy to the winner, Matthew Metell, at the show on 
Friday, august 29. 

the asPca Patio, which showcased the organization’s history of 
horse protection, celebrated the human/companion-animal bond 

and promoted the 
joys of pet adoption, 
was a huge draw all 
week, attracting 
thousands of visi-
tors. specially cre-
ated limited edition 
collectible fundrais-
ing asPca “i LoVe 
horses” lapel pins 
were on sale for 

$10 and were the hot item at the show. (these pins are available 
online at www.aspca.org/shop.)

special guests included special agents annemarie Lucas and Joe 
Pentangelo from the asPca humane Law enforce ment depart-
ment and stars of Animal Precinct; and award-winning actress aida 
turturro—best known for her role as “Janice” on The Sopranos—
and her dog, Buddy, who came to support the asPca and speak  
to the crowd about the joys of adopting an animal. in addition, the 
asPca Mobile animal crime scene investigation (csi) Unit, 
made an appearance at the show grounds for two days and 
was open to the public for tours.

the hampton classic horse show ended on an especially 
high note for the asPca when animal-loving celebrities 
signed and decorated specially created organic plush 
ponies to be sold for fund-raising purposes. celebrity 
signers included Bruce springsteen, James Lipton, rudy 
Giuliani, Michael Bloomberg, olympic equestrian gold 
medalist and show jumping legend Joe Fargis, and 
ramona singer and countess Luann deLesseps of the 
hit Bravo series, The Real Housewives of New York City.

Aida Turturro

ASPCA PEoPLE & EvENTS

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG Fall 2008 page 19

ASPCA® Rides to victory at The Hampton Classic

Photo © 2008 Richard Lewin

Bruce Springsteen auto-
graphs and decorates a 
plush pony for the ASPCA 
at the Hampton Classic 
Horse Show.

The ASPCA Maclay Trophy winner, Matthew Metell, with the ASPCA’s Joe Pentangelo 
and President & CEO Ed Sayres.



People and events

New Jersey 4th Graders Raise Money 
for Their Chosen Cause: The 
ASPCA®!

Ms. Gianduso’s class members wearing their 
orange ASPCA bracelets.

Ms. Gianduso’s 4th grade class members at 
Woodside elementary school in Franklin 
Lakes, n.J. decided to forgo their tradi-
tional end of year party and donate their 
money to a charity of their choice. the 
children called this event “the 4-G Big 
Give.” the students submitted the names  
of various organizations for consideration, 
and the selections were then narrowed 
down to the final three: the american 
cancer society, the asPca® and the hole 
in the Wall Gang. the kids held a vote and 
the asPca was their final choice.

the children were so enthusiastic about 
their charity choice that they baked tons of 
goodies and held a bake sale in the school 
lunchroom for two days. the asPca was 
so impressed with their hard work and 
generosity that they sent the kids a large 
package filled with posters, flyers, bro-
chures, bracelets, pencils, and other pro-
motional items. the bake sale was such a 
success that many of the kids asked if they 
could do it again next year. the fact that 
these schoolchildren truly enjoy the act of 
giving—more than having a party for them-
selves—is a lesson for all of us. in the end, 
the class—made up of nine- and ten-year-
olds—raised $462 for the asPca! n

ASPCA®’s Dr. Robert Reisman 
Named New york’s Top veterinarian

the asPca®’s dr. robert W. reisman, 
coordinator of animal abuse cases  
at the asPca Bergh Memorial animal 
hospital, was named Veterinarian of the 
Year by the Veterinary Medical associa tion 
of new York city. dr. reisman was recog-
nized for his work on behalf of animal cru-
elty cases at the asPca, where he handles 
an average of 300 cases each year. 
“addressing and eradicating animal cruelty 
is one of our key goals as an organization,” 
says asPca Presi dent & ceo ed sayres. “i 
am proud of dr. reisman’s continued excel-
lence in the management and caretaking of 
cases of abuse and neglect that, unfortu-
nately, pass through our doors every day.” n

ASPCA®’s  
Dr. Louise 
Murray Publishes 
New Book on 
How to Protect 
your Pets 

Welcoming a pet 
into your life is 
cause for celebra-
tion, but with it 
comes respon sibility 

for the health and well-being of our four-
legged friends.cats and dogs have special 
needs, and as a concerned pet parent, it 
can be tough to know where to start. dr. 
Louise Murray’s recently published book, 
Vet Confidential: An Insider’s Guide to 
Protecting Your Pet’s Health (Ballantine 
Books, 2008), is a new source for pet par-
ents who want to provide their pets with 
high-quality care.

drawing on her experience as a veteri-
narian in private practice and her role as 
director of Medicine at the asPca® Bergh 
Memorial animal hospital, dr. Murray  
covers the issues facing all pet parents, 
including how to choose a veterinarian, 
where and when to find a specialist, what 

questions to ask during 
a routine exam and 
the truth about  
vaccinations, alter-
native medicine  
and pet insurance. 
interested pet par-
ents can purchase 
the new book in  
the asPca online 
store at www.
aspca.org/shop. n

ASPCA PEoPLE & EvENTS
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Jennifer Aniston
Celebrity Corner

ASPCA PEoPLE & EvENTS

Star-Studded Dog & Cat Adopt- 
A-Thon Marked Broadway Barks 
10th Anniversary

ed sayres, President & ceo of the 
asPca® and annemarie Lucas, super-
visory special investigator and Animal 
Precinct star, joined Bernadette Peters  
and Mary tyler Moore in July at the  
10th annual Broadway Barks, a star- 
studded dog and cat adopt-a-thon that 
benefited new York city animal shelters 
and adoption agencies. co-sponsored 
with Pedigree® and The New York Times 
and hosted by Ms. Peters and Ms. Moore, 

Broadway Barks 
10 aimed to help 
new York city’s 
shelter animals 
find permanent 
homes by inform-
ing new Yorkers 

about the plight of the thousands of 
homeless dogs and cats in the metropoli-
tan area. “our progress over the last five 
years has been steady, and we are now 
saving well more than half of the dogs and 
cats in our city shelters,” says ed sayres. 
“our work is bringing us closer to the 

day when new York city will no longer 
have to euthanize any healthy and treat-
able homeless cats and dogs because of  
a lack of space.” n

Superstar Cyrus Kicks off Event to 
Raise $$ for the ASPCA®

teen sensation Miley cyrus joined home-
town hero asPca® special investigator 
annemarie Lucas and asPca spokesdog 
daVinci to launch “Bolt across america” 
—a coast-to-coast fundraising adventure 
to promote the Walt disney Pictures’ 
november release of the film Bolt, which 
stars cyrus as the voice of Penny in  
the film. n
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Q What was the name of your first pet?

A norman

Q What’s your fondest pet memory?

A the moment i first met norman—it was 
amazing.

Q Why are groups like the ASPCA so 
important?

A the asPca® is important because it loves, 
protects and saves dogs like norman.

Q Do you share your life with pets?

A Yes. and his name is norman. he is a huge 
part of my life.

Q What is the most rewarding part of 
owning a pet? 

A the most rewarding part of knowing 
norman is the unconditional love he has for 
me and everyone in my life. that’s priceless. n

Catch Jennifer Aniston in Marley & Me in 
theaters on December 25th.



Your stories

Founded in 1866, the American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) was the first humane organi-
zation established in the Western Hemisphere and today 
has one million supporters. The ASPCA’s mission is to pro-
vide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals 
throughout the U.S. The ASPCA provides national leader-
ship in humane education, government affairs and public 
policy, shelter support, and animal poison control. The NYC  
headquarters houses a full-service animal hospital, animal 
behavior center, and adoption facility. The Humane Law 
Enforcement department enforces New York’s animal cruelty 
laws and is featured on the reality TV series Animal Precinct 
on Animal Planet. Visit www.aspca.org for more information.

Have a rescue or anniversary tale for the ASPCA? Send us YOUR STORIES.
email us: ASPCAAction@aspca.org, or write: ASPCA Action, 424 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128.
Please include your name, address, and a photo (high-resolution digital or print) we can keep. Stories will be edited to fit.

ASPCA Action Returns
P.O. Box 97288
Washington, DC 20090-7288

Non-Profit Org.

 U.S. Postage

PAID
 PPCO

i’m a 38-year-old teacher from Queens, n.Y., and i’d like to thank you for all that the asPca does. 
as an animal lover, i greatly appreciate your good work. i have a two-year-old son named Matthew 
and a three-year-old adopted cat named ralphie. My wife and i adopted ralphie from an adoption 
agency here in Queens in september of 2005. My precious son and ralphie get along great. (in fact, 
a photo of Matthew, ralphie and me appeared recently in the new York Daily News—the paper has 
a saturday section in which they publish photos of pets and their families). i also love the calendar 
that i receive from the asPca as a donor. even Matthew loves looking at it. he often asks me to 
bring him over to it, and i turn the pages while he smiles at the photos of dogs and cats. this is 
important to me, because i’d like my son to develop the kind of love and respect that i have for  

animals (he’s well on his way). Finally, i wanted you to know how touched i have been by an asPca television commercial that shows dogs 
and cats in need of adoption. during a recent airing of the commercial, Matthew suddenly started crying. My wife and i were surprised  
that our two-year-old son so clearly understood the images and the message that was being communicated. it gave me another reason to 
believe that Matthew already has a strong inner love for animals. our whole family, including ralphie, is enormously grateful to the asPca. 
n robert trotta, astoria, new York

dear asPca:
i’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for the life-saving services provided to  
me and others of the animal kingdom in shreveport. Because of the evacuation of  
new orleans, i had an opportunity to witness Lsart in action as a guest in the Mega 
shelter next to hirsh arena. My accommodations were very comfortable, the food 
delicious, the exercise plentiful and the water was always ice cold. 

at the time of the evacuation, my human (allen) and i were in new orleans organizing 
our national fundraising campaign for pet rescue. new orleans is the very first stop in 
our hundred-city tour of the U.s. and canada to raise $1,000,000 for pet rescue. 

in establishing my new Vinny the Pug Foundation, i will certainly contribute funds to  
all partner agencies and take every opportunity to spread the word of the life-saving 
services you all are delivering. thank you very much for being there for us during our 
recent time in need at shreveport. n

sincerely, 
Vincent thomas Pug 
aka Vinny the Pug 
new orleans, Louisiana 
vinnythepug@yahoo.com

Greetings from vinny The Pug!

our Cat Ralphie

ASPCA youR SToRIES


