
The ASPCA has dedicated new experts, resources and technologies to 
aid its ongoing fight against animal cruelty in America.

Crusade Against Cruelty

®

Action
winter 2008

Spearheading the anti-cruelty effort are Dr. Melinda Merck, Senior Director Veterinary Forensics;  
Annemarie Lucas, Supervisory Special investigator; Dr. robert reisman, DVM, Coordinator of Abuse 
Cases.



winter 20 08

Pres ident’s note

Board of directors
officers of the Board
Hoyle C. Jones, Chairman; Linda Lloyd Lambert, Vice Chairman; 
Sally Spooner, Secretary; James W. Gerard, Treasurer

MeMBers of the Board
Cindy Adams, Penelope Ayers, Alexandra G. Bishop, J. Elizabeth 
Bradham, Reenie Brown, Jonathan D. Farkas, James W. Gerard, 
Joan C. Hendricks, V.M.D., Ph.D., Angela Ho, Hoyle C. Jones, 
Linda Lloyd Lambert, Franklin Maisano, Elizabeth L. Mathieu, 
Esq., Majella Matyas, Sean McCarthy, Gurdon H. Metz, Michael 
F.X. Murdoch, James L. Nederlander, Jr., Marsha Reines 
Perelman, Helen S.C. Pilkington, Gail Sanger, William Secord, 
Sally Spooner, Frederick Tanne, Cathy Wallach

directors eMeriti
Steven M. Elkman, George W. Gowen, Alastair B. Martin, 
Thomas N. McCarter 3rd, Marvin Schiller, James F. Stebbins, Esq.

The ASPCA
424 East 92nd Street
New York, NY 10128-6804
(212) 876-7700
www.aspca.org
E-mail: information@aspca.org

Volume 4, Number 1
ASPCA Action is published four times a year by
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
424 East 92nd Street
New York, NY 10128-6804

Postmaster—
Send address changes and undeliverable copies to:
ASPCA Action Returns
P.O. Box 97288
Washington, DC 20090-7288

Copyright © 2008 ASPCA. All rights reserved.
The American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and
ASPCA are registered trademarks.

For permission to reprint material from
ASPCA Action, please direct requests to:
ASPCA Action
424 East 92nd Street
New York, NY 10128-6804

E-mail for ASPCA Action:
ASPCAAction@ASPCA.org

a note froM edWin sayres
i hope the new Year finds you happy and healthy! As a member 
of the ASPCA, you are part of a unique group of individuals 
who have chosen to act on their convictions—to help defense-
less animals find peace, comfort and healing. i am truly grateful 
for your activism and compassion—highly commendable quali-
ties that are truly inspiring.

Since 1866, the ASPCA has been working to bring an end to 
the senseless suffering of animals. As we embark upon this 
new Year, it gives me great pleasure to let you know that 
under the leadership of the ASPCA, our nation’s capacity to 
combat animal cruelty improves constantly.

this year, dedicated ASPCA experts will gain deeper insights 
into animal behavior, develop better ways to care for shelter 
animals, and make new contributions to the fields of veteri-
nary medicine and forensics, while launching new campaigns 
for tougher law enforcement and disseminating new educa-
tional tools to protect animals. the Mobile Animal CSi Unit 
and the Anti-Cruelty institute are two new milestones in 
our ongoing fight against animal cruelty—and i hope this 
special issue of ASPCA Action encourages you to log on  
to www.fightcruelty.org today and learn more about  
the ASPCA’s life-saving work and what you can do to help.

together we can stop animal cruelty.

edwin Sayres
President & CeO

designed by curran & connors, inc. / www.curran-connors.com

Cover: Aaron Goodman.

Send subscription inquiries to: ASPCA Action, 424 East 92nd Street,
New York, NY 10128-6804.

This newsletter is not intended to provide advice on individual pet health
matters or to substitute for consultation with a veterinary doctor.
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ASPCA COVer StOrY

Dog fighting—which pits one dog against another in 
an often fight-to-the-death match—sounds like some 
brutal spectator “sport” from another century. Sadly, 
dog fighting is alive in America today, operating at 
several levels, from amateur to professional. Some 
experts estimate that tens of thousands of people 
are engaged in dog fighting around the country, 
despite the fact that it’s illegal in all states—and a 
felony everywhere except idaho and wyoming.

A spotlight has been cast on dog fighting in recent 
months due to the case of nFL quarterback Michael 
Vick and three co-defendants, all of whom recently 
pled guilty in federal court to operating a competi-
tive dog-fighting ring. As a result of this and other 
cases, the ASPCA has ramped up its efforts to pre-
vent crimes against animals. the ASPCA played a 
crucial role in the Vick case by leveraging the orga-
nization’s forensic competencies to assist the U.S. 
Attorney’s off ice and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (U.S.D.A.) in the investigation. these 
collaborative efforts resulted in prison terms for the 
defendants that were among the harshest allowed 
under federal sentencing guidelines. the ASPCA’s 
animal behavior experts also evaluated the dogs 
seized from the property and made recommenda-
tions on—and assisted in—their disposition.

ASPCA President & CeO edwin Sayres says, “we’re 
proud to have played an instrumental role in this 
case, which we believe will change the way America 
regards and responds to the inhumane treatment  
of animals.” Sayres adds, “Animal cruelty occurs 
throughout our society, and it’s a crime that tran-
scends all ethnic, income, religious and political 
groups. the ASPCA wants crimes against animals to 
be prosecuted to the maximum extent of the law 
and the perpetrators to be brought to justice. we 
are more committed than ever to providing the 
resources, training and technologies to stop these 
crimes, arrest the criminals, and make them account-
able for their actions.”

As a part of the ASPCA’s renewed commitment, 
Sayres announced that the organization has launched 
a multi-faceted new crusade to fight cruelty against ani-
mals that further elevates the ASPCA’s longtime anti-cruelty stance. this new initiative capitalizes on 
the full range of ASPCA investigative, forensic, education and treatment capabilities, all of which will 
help the organization to fight cruelty even more effectively on a local and national basis.

ending dog fighting Once and For All
this isn’t the first time that the asPca has battled dog fighting.

Henry Bergh, the ASPCA’s founder, was disgusted by the dog fighting  
he saw in new York and elsewhere. Bergh’s 1867 revision of the state’s     
animal cruelty law made animal fighting illegal for the first time, including     
bull, bear, dog and cock fighting. the involvement of regular police in dog  
fighting activities was one reason Bergh sought and received authority for   
the ASPCA to have arrest powers so that his own Humane Law enforce-
ment agents could enforce these tough new laws.

throughout its history, the ASPCA has fought for stronger laws against     
all forms of animal cruelty. A 1981 report commissioned by the ASPCA 
entitled Dog Fighting in America: A national Overview, concluded that dog 
fighting was more prevalent than the public or law enforcement imagined 
and stronger laws at the state and federal levels were needed.

today, the ASPCA incorporates information on bloodsports in the animal 
cruelty trainings it provides in police academies and law enforcement officials' 
training classes around the country. it also trains animal control officers and 
veterinarians nationally on how to identify animal cruelty and how to assist  
in crime scene investigation. in addition, the ASPCA is collaborating with the 
U.S. Department of Justice Office of Community-Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS) to provide police and community groups with the resources they 
need to find, identify, investigate and prosecute those who conduct dog 
fights. included in a new 
toolkit are guidelines for 
establishing a community 
task force for the prevention 
and reporting of this criminal 
activity. the toolkit will  
be downloadable from the 
COPS website, www.
cops.usdoj.gov, produced 
as a CD-rOM, and available 
also in hard copy.

Crusade Against Cruelty

“ Our new anti-cruelty initiative demonstrates that the ASPCA 
has zero tolerance for crimes against animals.”

edwin Sayres,  
President & CeO

President & CeO edwin Sayres and  
Dr. Melinda Merck in the ASPCA’s  

new Mobile Animal CSi Unit.

in the wake of a high-profile animal cruelty case, the asPca is 
leading the way in a new campaign to fight crimes against animals. 

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG



Taking the Show on the Road

As part of this concerted effort, the 
ASPCA recently unveiled a sophisticated 
mobile van, the ASPCA Mobile Animal 
Crime Scene investigation (CSi) Unit. 
the technologically advanced, custom-
ized vehicle—the first of its kind in the 
animal forensics community—is fully 
outfitted with state-of-the-art forensics 
tools and medical instruments that will 
facilitate the prosecution of perpetrators 
of animal cruelty and help to strengthen 
the cases against them by incorporating 
veterinary forensics into crime scene 
investigations. the equipment on board 
the new CSi unit includes medical exam-
ination and surgical equipment, such as 
digital microscopes and x-ray machines; 
evidence collection equipment, such as 
tiger UV lights that detect trace evi-
dence, blood and urine, as well as  
entomology kits for examining insect 
damage on corpses to determine time 
of injury or death; grave detection and 
exhumation equipment; computers; 
exam tables; and recording equipment 
for collecting and documenting evidence.  

the CSi Unit provides a secure environ-
ment, which ensures that field evidence 
is collected properly, processed and 
preserved, maintaining the chain of evi-
dence crucial to successful prosecutions. 
it also serves as a mobile triage, critical-
care and surgical suite where abused 
animals can be stabilized with intrave-
nous fluids and medications before they 
are transported to an emergency veter-
inary facility.

the $220,000 advanced CSi Unit oper-
ates under the skilled supervision of  
the nation’s premier forensic veterinar-
ian and animal crime scene investigator, 
Dr. Melinda Merck. Dr. Merck expects 
to travel to a dozen or more animal 
cruelty crime scenes each year, examin-
ing victims, performing necropsies and 
collecting evidence. “there is a significant 
amount of evidence present on victims 
at any crime scene,” says Dr. Merck. “in 
collecting this evidence, every moment 
counts. this new CSi vehicle enables  
us to examine these animals swiftly  
and efficiently, right at the scene, in a 
controlled environment.”

Dr. Merck says that in the past she has 
transported evidence, including deceased 
animals, in the back of her car. She says 
the new vehicle is “invaluable” in terms 
of transporting, controlling and preserv-
ing evidence that will lead to successful 
prosecutions. the ASPCA says that the 
Mobile Animal Crime Scene investiga-
tion Unit will travel wherever necessary 
to assist national and local law enforce-
ment teams and prosecutors in their 
efforts to bring animal cruelty offenders 
to justice.

Expanding Capabilities at Home

Sayres also announced that the organiza-
tion would break ground on the nation’s 
first anti-cruelty center in new York in 
2008. the ASPCA Anti-Cruelty institute 
will be dedicated to providing veterinar-
ians and law enforcement officials with 
the specialized training necessary to rec-
ognize and respond to animal cruelty. 
the facility, slated to open in 2010, will 
include a forensic laboratory and veteri-
nary hospital, a treatment center for 
animals that are victims of cruelty and 
educational training facilities.

page 2 

“ the ASPCA Anti-Cruelty institute will allow us to set even 
higher standards in the recognition, prevention and fight against 
animal cruelty—the commitment on which our organization was 
founded,” says Sayres. “the institute will bring together the best 
and brightest animal welfare respondents from around the world, 
in an environment where they can benefit from the ASPCA’s 
unique breadth and depth of animal welfare/anti-cruelty exper-
tise. the ASPCA Anti-Cruelty institute will help us take the fight 
against animal cruelty to a new level.”

ASPCA COVer StOrY
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solving Puzzles:  
the nation’s Leading  
Animal CSi
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As a pioneering forensic veterinarian, 
animal crime scene investigator, and 
author of the definitive book on animal  
cruelty, Dr. Melinda Merck is fully 
engaged in fighting crimes against animals.
Dr. Melinda Merck knew she was interested in forensic science in 2002, when she 
was running a feline-only veterinary clinic in the Atlanta area. “Crimes against animals 
had just become a felony in Georgia,” says Dr. Merck, “and i knew there would be a 
need for forensics. But no one knew how to process an animal crime scene because 
the field had not yet emerged.” with virtually no relevant resources at hand, Dr. Merck 
educated herself, tapping the expertise of traditional medical examiners and studying 
forensic textbooks.

today, Dr. Merck is chief of the newly formed Veterinary Forensics unit of the ASPCA 
and the author of the first-of-its-kind textbook, Veterinary Forensics: Animal Cruelty 
investigations. Dr. Merck travels the country investigating crimes and testifying at 
court proceedings. She and several senior ASPCA colleagues also speak at conven-
tions and conferences to teach veterinarians and law enforcement officials how to 
diagnose animal cruelty, providing the information they need to construct strong 
cases for the prosecution.

in Dr. Merck’s view, animal crimes have similarities with crimes against children. “Some 
of these crimes are so horrendous that they defy description,” says Dr. Merck. “But 
animal cruelty is a surprisingly difficult crime to investigate and prosecute. we don’t 
have victims who can testify, and we rarely have an eyewitness. that puts nearly all  
of the burden on the tangible evidence. So we need to apply our skills and resources 
to gather that evidence. these innocent victims cannot speak for themselves, so we 
must do it for them. we must be their voice.”

Dr. Merck sometimes meets with resistance from local law enforcement authorities, 
who don’t always feel that crimes against animals deserve their time and attention. 
this reluctance, according to Dr. Merck, is mostly due to their lack of understanding 
of just how much veterinary forensics can do for their case. “it’s really just a matter  
of education,” says Dr. Merck. “i show them what i can do to help their case—and  
i do it free of charge. that’s very compelling.”

Animal abuse is often linked to other crimes as well, Dr. Merck points out. “we regu-
larly have multiple felonies associated with an animal abuse case,” she says. “Drugs, 
guns, child abuse, gambling, domestic violence, gang activities, you name it, and the 
perpetrators often have outstanding rap sheets and warrants. it takes only one or 
two cases for law enforcement and prosecutors to understand the value of what we 
do.” what’s more, studies have shown that abusers of animals are much more likely 
to go on and commit violent crimes against people. “that fact provides additional 
incentive for local law enforcement and prosecutors to cooperate,” says Dr. Merck.

“ these innocent victims 
cannot speak for them-
selves, so we must do it 
for them. We must be 
their voice.”

Dr. Melinda Merck with some of 
the sophisticated tools she uses in 
solving crimes against animals.

“  Why do i do what i do?  
i like to fight for the 
underdog. and i love  
to solve puzzles, which  
is what animal forensics 
is all about.”
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cruising for animals

Family Donates Police Cruiser 
to Humane Law Enforcement

Prior to their marriage 35 years ago, nei-
ther Bruce nor Carolyn Silberstein could 
claim a particular closeness to animals. 
though she longed for a pet, Carolyn had 
never been allowed one as a child, and 
though Bruce grew up with dogs he was 
not yet an avid animal lover. two children, 
several special dogs, and an empty nest 
later, the Silbersteins are now passionate 
in their love for animals.

One dog in particular deeply touched the 
lives of the Silbersteins. Upon returning 
to new York City from college, one of 
their sons adopted a rescued Pit Bull, 
who quickly became a beloved member 
of the family. However, the Silbersteins’ 
happiness turned to heartbreak when 
their son found himself on the losing end 
of a battle with his apartment building  
to keep the dog. Although they were ulti-
mately able to find another loving home 

for the Pit Bull, the family’s expe rience of 
fighting for and then losing the dog made 
them realize the depth of the human-ani-
mal bond. “this experience really ignited 
our love for animals in recent years,” 
remembers Carolyn. “Since then, Bruce 
and i have adopted a Maltese, and my 
older son and his wife have taken in  
a dog rescued from Hurricane Katrina.”

Having long been generous philanthropists, 
the Silbersteins felt a growing commit-
ment to designate some of their giving to 
animal causes. Carolyn, an avid fan of 
Animal Precinct notes, “though what i 
see on the program often upsets me, it 
also strengthens my resolve to do some-
thing to promote the humane treatment 
of animals.”

in August, the Silbersteins contacted  
the ASPCA to arrange a tour of the  
92nd Street headquarters, and what they 
saw cemented this resolve. Bruce remem-
bers, “i was shocked by what i saw on 

our tour. i knew the ASPCA was doing 
good things for animals, but i had no 
idea that the shelter was as modern, effi-
cient and well run as it was. that was a 
big selling point for me—i saw it as a 
reflection of the rest of the organization.” 
Deeply touched by their experience, the 
Silbersteins decided that day to make a 
major commitment to the ASPCA—and 
in honor of Carolyn’s love for Animal 
Precinct, they pledged to buy a new (and 
badly needed) police cruiser for the 
ASPCA’s Humane Law enforcement 
team.

together with the ASPCA’s Humane  
Law enforcement team, the Silbersteins 
eagerly await the arrival of the new 
police cruiser, scheduled for delivery  
in 2008. reflecting on their gift, Carolyn 
notes that love for animals sometimes has 
a snowball effect, and she is excited 
about how their story will help inspire 
others to do good for animals.

Carolyn, an avid fan of 

Animal Precinct, notes, 

“though what i see on 

the program often upsets 

me, it also strengthens my 

resolve to do something 

to promote the humane 

treatment of animals.”
the Silberstein family with their dogs, Maggie, nola, and Annie.
(names of the dogs are from left to right)
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hay is for horses
in October 2007, the ASPCA provided funding to the San Diego Humane Society for much-needed hay and other equine supplies fol-
lowing the California wildfire outbreak, which forced thousands of people and animals from their homes. while evacuees with smaller 
animals were welcome at pet-friendly shelters like the red Cross, those with larger animals such as horses presented special challenges. 
the ASPCA’s Senior Director of national Outreach, Sandy Monterose says, “we’re glad that we could help to address the challenge of 
providing food for some of the larger animals.” At least 15 wildfires destroyed hundreds of thousands of acres, forcing the evacuation  
of nearly one million people and their pets, destroying hundreds of homes and displacing wildlife.

10 “hot dogs” Win second annual adopt-a-shelter dog Photo contest
Out of nearly 2,000 entries, the ASPCA chose 10 winners of the 2007 ASPCA Adopt-a-Shelter Dog Photo Contest, 
in which pet parents were invited to submit favorite photos of their pooches. the ASPCA sponsored the photo 
contest to encourage pet lovers to consider adoption.

Judging was traer Scott, a photographer and author of Shelter Dogs and Street Dogs (Merrell). She selected 10 
stunning images of dogs, including Boomer, a shy Sheltie who loves the snow; Phoebe, a playful Pit girl; Journey, a 
master landscape artist; Max, a Schnauzer/terrier Mix who likes to deconstruct his toys; Gracie, a Beagle and napper 
extraor dinaire; tippy, a spunky Chihuahua mix; Gigi, a brave Pit Bull survivor; Mattie, a loving Chihuahua; Skippy, a 
carefree Beagle/Dachshund mix; and new York City’s own Bella, a happy-go-lucky Miniature Pinscher.

winners received an ASPCA t-shir t, a copy of Shelter Dogs, a Harley dog plush toy, and an ASPCA wristband. Please visit  
www.aspca.org/dogphoto2007_winner and aspca.org/shelterdogphoto2007_winner to see the winning photographs  
and learn more about the dogs' proud pet parents.

asPca® Mission: orange™ Update
the ASPCA continues to actively support ASPCA® Mission: Orange™ cities. the goal is to create a nation of humane communities, one 
community at a time, where animals receive the compassion and respect they deserve—a nation where there is no more unnecessary 
euthanasia of adoptable animals simply because of a lack of resources and awareness.

in recent news, the ASPCA hosted a free “Pet Stock” benefit concert to fight animal cruelty at the Biloxi town Green in the Gulfport-
Biloxi area. in Philadelphia, the ASPCA worked to support the Pennsylvania SPCA’s efforts to promote its new website for kids. in 
austin, the ASPCA helped to persuade the Austin City Council to vote in favor of the relocation of the town Lake Animal Center and 
the retention of a satellite center at town Lake. in both tampa and spokane, ASPCA experts trained shelter staffs how to implement 
the Meet Your Match™ program, which fosters permanent, successful adoptions.

new resources for Local spay/neuter services
Did you know that five to seven million animals enter animal shelters annually, and three to four million are euthanized due to a lack of 
space or resources? the ASPCA supports spay/neuter programs to curb growth in the companion animal population. these programs 
help to combat pet overpopulation, but they also have significant health benefits for all pets.

Spay and neuter programs are important components of ASPCA Mission: Orange. the ASPCA’s new database will help pet parents  
to take advantage of spay and neuter services in their communities. Simply type in a zip code and the database will retrieve all nearby 
discounted service providers. the ASPCA is constantly adding to this database, so if you don’t find any listings for your zip code, please 
check back often. Visit www.ASPCAspay.org to learn more.

142 years of experience…online!
the ASPCA is getting set to launch the new Animal Behavior Lifeline™, a self-guided website on animal behavior issues that will serve  
as a resource for pet parents, behaviorists and veterinary professionals. the Lifeline is a searchable database of behavioral problems  
and solutions that the public will be able to access 24/7. For example, pet parents concerned about their dog chewing the sofa can soon 
visit the ASPCA Lifeline, enter some basic information about their dog, search key terms such as “my dog keeps chewing my sofa,” and 
swiftly gain access to ASPCA expert information, pos sible causes and potential solutions. the ASPCA’s Animal Behavior Center has five 
Certified Applied Animal Behaviorists whose expertise will help to build the organization’s archive of animal behavior information. the 
new Lifeline will be available to the public in early 2008 at www.aspca.org/lifeline.

ASPCA newS Br ieFS

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG



ASPCA Rescue

It only takes one call from 
a concerned citizen to 
save a life and change 
others forever

when it comes to animal cruelty 
and neglect, there’s nothing that 
saves lives more often than a tip 
from a concerned citizen. in August 
2007, one such call came to the 
ASPCA that not only saved one  
animal’s life, but also changed the 
lives of a Brooklyn couple forever.

the tip was truly heartrending—a 
German Shepherd mixed-breed dog 
was tied by a rope around her neck 
in a yard in Queens, n.Y., with no 
food, water or shelter in the excep-
tionally hot “dog days” of August. 
ASPCA Humane Law enforcement 
(HLe) Special Agents had visited the 
home before on a prior “no-shelter” 
complaint, which the homeowner 
had temporarily rectified. this time, 
HLe agents went to the home, 
removed the young female dog, and 
took her to the ASPCA for evalua-
tion and clearance by shelter medi-
cal personnel. they also issued the 
homeowner a summons for his fail-
ure to provide shelter, an all-too-
common complaint in humane law 
enforcement.

Once at the ASPCA, the dog was 
described as “a sweet but shy girl” 
who had had a “rough start in life 
and didn’t know much about people.” 
named by the staff “Sacagawea,” 
after Lewis and Clark’s native 
American guide, the ASPCA’s 
behavior experts did an outstanding 
job of socializing her, and she gradu-
ally grew happier and more outgo-
ing. Once Sacagawea was fully 
rehabilitated, the behaviorists 
declared her ready for adoption.

it didn’t take long. Brooklyn resident, 
Amy Fox says, “My husband Zach 
and i knew we wanted a medium-
sized dog with a nice temperament. 
we went to Manhattan that day 
with the idea that we would just 
have a look. i saw Sacagawea’s 
description card and saw that she 
was just what we were looking  
for: ‘a shy but sweet girl.’ we then 
heard her story: how she had been 
neglected, how she was so resilient, 
and how she had slowly come out 
of her shell. it just felt right.” the 
ASPCA interviewed them, reviewed 
their application, and checked their  

references—and Amy and Zach 
took Sacagawea home that very day.

Sacagawea, whom the couple has 
since renamed Lea, has adjusted 
well to her new life in Brooklyn. 
“She feels most comfortable in small 
spaces, so we moved her bed under 
the staircase,” Amy says. “She sleeps 
there unless she is on the rug beside 
our bed. She constantly buries her 
head in our laps,” she added.

Lea didn’t know what to make of 
toys for about a month, Amy notes. 
“But after carefully studying other 
dogs play ball at the dog park, she’s 
learned to retrieve along with the 
best of them,” she laughs. Lea is also 
extremely loyal. “She watched me 
go down into the subway one day, 
and it was all Zach could do to get 
her to budge until she saw me 
again!” Amy and Zach couldn’t be 
happier, and Lea is finally living the 
comfortable life she deserves. A 
happy ending for all—just because a 
concerned citizen cared enough to 
make a single phone call.

Sacagawea, now Lea, enjoys her private spot under 
the staircase in Amy and Zach’s Brooklyn home.

changing Lives With Love
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the ASPCA’s state and federal legisla-
tive experts work every day to foster 
the passage of animal-centered, ASPCA-
supported legislation at the national 
and state levels. the ASPCA is proud 
that 2007 was a banner year in terms 
of legislative victories on behalf of 
animals.

new federal legislation included a major 
victory with the passage of Hr 147/S 
261, the “Animal Fighting Prohibition 
enforcement Act of 2007,” which pro-
hibits sponsoring or exhibiting an ani-
mal in an animal-fighting venture if any 
of the animals have been moved across 
state lines. the Act raises this crime 
from a misdemeanor to a felony and 
intends to deter people from engaging 
in the brutal “sport” of animal fighting.

Five states, including Connecticut, 
nevada, Oregon, texas and Virginia, 
passed bills addressing animals in dis-
asters. these require state and local 
civil preparedness officials to create 
strategies to evacuate pets and service 

animals in the event of a major disaster 
or emergency. this brings to  
total number of states with similar bills.

while three states (Maine, new York 
and Vermont) already had pet protec-
tion laws, states that followed suit in 
2007 included California, Connecticut, 
illinois, nevada and tennessee. the 
“Protection Orders for Pets” bills per-
mit courts to issue orders of protec-
tion for animals owned or kept by 
victims of family violence. Seven other 
states introduced similar legislation in 
2007. in indiana, animal cruelty was 
added to the “Definition of Domestic 
Violence” with HB 1387, and includes 
crimes involving animal cruelty used to 
threaten, intimidate, coerce, harass or 
terrorize a family or household member.

Cockfighting was finally made illegal in 
new Mexico and has now been banned 
in all 50 states, with Louisiana’s prohi-
bition going into effect in August 2008. 
in illinois, HB 3614 increased the pen-
alty for all animal fighting to a felony. 

texas also increased the penalty for 
dog fighting to a state jail felony, and 
texas and tennessee both increased the 
punishment for attending a dog fighting 
exhibition to a Class A misdemeanor.

in two states, tethering laws were 
passed. in tennessee, dogs can no lon-
ger be chained in a manner that results 
in the dog suffering bodily injury; and  
in texas, HB 1411 prohibits the teth-
ering of dogs outdoors between the 
hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., and during 
extreme weather conditions.

A complete list of federal and state  
legislative victories for animals can be 
found at www.aspca.org/lobby_ 
victories_2007. to find out how  
you can help, please log onto  
www.aspca.org/lobby.

Legislative Victories
from Coast to Coast
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The Henry Bergh Legacy Society

Anonymous (33)
Ms. Phyllis J. Abbott
Mr. Gerard Abdo
Mrs. Jean Adamiec
Ms. B. Jean Adams
Ms. Carolyn Adams
Ms. Marianne Adkins
Ms. ethel Adler
Ms. Sharon Ailsworth
Mr. william Akel
Ms. Veronica Alcarese
Ms. Susan Alden
Ms. nancy L. Alexis
Ms. Jean Allen
Mrs. Jeane Allen
norma J. Allred, MSn, Ph.D.
Mr. John Amoroso
John and Donna Anderson
Mr. william A. Anderson, Jr.
Mrs. Julie Anderson-Smith and  

Mr. ronald Smith
Ms. Frances Andracchi
Mr. Sam Areheart
Ms. Donna J. Armstrong
Mrs. Dorothea Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Arpin
Ms. Gracee Arthur
Ms. Joy M. Ashton
Ms. Page i. Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Avila
Mrs. Betty J. Baer
Ms. ilene Bahr
Ms. traci Bailey
Ms. eva rado Balazs
Ms. Dana Baldwin
Mr. erik Banks
Ms. Lauren Basham
Mrs. Debbie Baum
Mr. Alan w. Baumgardner
Ms. Bethany A. Beckman
Judith and robert Behren
Dr. John Behrman
Ms. Barbara Bell
Mr. & Mrs. robert Bennett
Mrs. elizabeth Pursell Bergbower
Mr. Peter Berman
Mrs. Sharon Berner
Kelly and Charles Bernstein
Ms. theresa Beshara
Ms. Barbara e. Beyea
Ms. Karin Bierstein
Ms. terrie Bingham
Ms. Lela Bishop
Ms. Kathleen t. Blackman
Mr. Donald Blaha
Mr. Charles Blake
Ms. nadine Blancato
Mrs. Audrey A. Blough
Ms. Betty J. Boone
Mrs. Lauretta Borgman
Ms. Pam Borns
Ms. Cheryl Borows
Mr. rick Boston
Mrs. Sheila Bowdish

Ms. Ada-Marie Bowers
Ms. Bernadine Boysen
Ms. Jennifer Brazil
Ms. Vickie Breiten
Mrs. Janice Brennan
Mrs. Linda Brennan
Ms. Carla Brock
Ms. Diana Brozas
Ms. elizabeth Buley
Mr. Joseph Burawski
Mr. william H. Burkhardt
Mr. Michael Burry
Ms. Kae G. Campbell
Mr. Matthew Cannon
Ms. Betsy Canova
Ms. Cynthia Cardwell
Mr. Loren Carlington
Mr. richard F. Carlson
Ms. emily B. Caronia
Dr. Gerald C. Carter
Ms. Marcelle Castillo
Ms. Susan Alexis Ceballos
Mrs. Joan A. Cerrato
Mrs. Lucille B. Cetrulo
Mr. Paul Chaliff
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Chambers
Ms. Patsy Champion
Mr. ted Chanock
Ms. Fan Chen
Ms. rosemary Chiaverini
Ms. Jayne K. Chiusano
Ms. Mary Lou Ciborek
Mrs. Linda L. Clark
rita and Guy Clemmer
Mrs. Barbara P. Clites
Mrs. Carol Close-regeski
Dr. Albert C. and Mary Lee Coco
Mr. richard Colantino
Laura and Greg Coleman
Dr. Barbara A. Collett
Ms. Ann Collins
Ms. Barbara Cooper
Mr. Steven Cooper
Mr. Albert e. Cowdrey
Ms. Christine M. Crocco
Ms. Claire M. Cross
Ms. Marilyn J. Crow
Anna and Cyril DaCosta
Ms. Maria Dalgleish
Ms. Kathleen Daniels
Ms. Patricia Dano
Ms. Laurie Dansby
Ms. Janey Dean
Ms. rayna Decotis
Ms. Sandra Deeble
Ms. irene DeFelice
Scott and Jennifer Devilleneuve
Mrs. Patricia r. Diamond
Mr. B. Gordon Dickey
Ms. Carol Dillon
Mrs. Dorothy V. Dillon
Ms. Carol Dinolfo
Ms. ellen Donahue
Ms. Kelly Donley

Ms. Stephanie Donnelly
Mrs. Martha r. Dorsett
Ms. Annette i. Dorsky
Mrs. inez S. Dossett
Ms. Donna Dreyer
Mrs. Anita Drittel
Mrs. Meghan Duncan
Mr. Jacob w. Dunnell
Mrs. rose Palmer Durham
Miss Anthea Duron
Mrs. Audrey B. Dysland
Ms. Marylynne edgerly
Ms. Anne edwards
Josephine eligado, M.D.
Dr. B. B. eshbaugh
Ms. Anita M. ewing
Mrs. Patricia evans
Ms. Leslie Farer
Ms. Helen Farr
Ms. Deborah Farrington
Mrs. edith Fath
Ms. Cynthia L. Faunce
Ms. Patricia e. Feisthamel
Ms. May Feldman
Ms. Carol Felsher
Mr. John Ferik
Mr. Donald F. Fernandes
Mrs. Clara Feuer
Mrs. Mary C. Fey
Ms. June Fields
Ms. Helen Filler
Ms. Maureen O’Hare Finley
Ms. Lisa Finney
Ms. edith Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Fischer
Ms. Marydel C. Flint
Mrs. Patricia Forbes
Mrs. Joyce e. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Harold F. Foreman
Mr. Gerald Forman
Mrs. Paula Forrester
Mrs. rose Franken
Ms. Yolanda M. Frazier
Heide and Alan Freed
Dr. Benjamin Friedman
Mr. Carl B. Fritz
Mr. Chris Gaida
Ms. Mignon Ganne
ron and nancy Garret
Ms. ruth F. Garrett
Ms. Lois Gartlir
Mr. robert C. Gaskell
Allen and Judith Gehrig
Ms. irene Geller
Mr. James Gerhard
Mr. and Mrs. Boyce Geverts
Ms. Deborah Gilbert
Ms. Henriette Gill
Ms. Donna Gilleece
Mr. reynolds Girdler, Jr.
Ms. nancy Glamore
Mrs. Betty i. Glass
Ms. eleanor Gochenaur
Ghislaine D. Godenne, M.D.

Ms. Christine Goguen
Mrs. Barbara e. Goldstein
Ms. rose S. Golub
Mrs. Jay Graser
Ms. Jerri M. Graves
Ms. rochelle Green
Mr. Stephen F. Green
Ms. Lynn Gregorski-Bosi
Ms. Joanne M. Gregory
Ms. Sue Grehan
Mr. and Mrs. John Gribbin
Mr. thomas M. Griff ing
Ms. Deborah Guerre
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert w. Haas
Colonel iris M. Hageney
Mr. ryan J. Hagewood
Ms. Amy Hall
Mr. Bill Hamelau
Ms. Virginia M. Hannah
Ms. Janna Hardy
Ms. Frances A. Harris
Ms. edith C. Hart
Mr. and Mrs. rich Hartman
Caryl M. and James K. Heid
Mrs. Bernice t. Hemmert
Dr. Frederick Hendricks
Mrs. Gloria A. Hibbard
Ms. nannette G. Hild
Mrs. renee M. Hill
Ms. tyree Hinshaw
Miss Margaret Hodges
Mrs. Martha M. Hoess
Ms. Gale Hofmann
Mrs. Betty Holderman
Mr. Jack Hommey
Mrs. Dorothy P. Hoover
Ms. Shirley Hopkinson
Mrs. Linda Howard
Mr. william Hubschman
Mr. and Mrs. w. norman Hudnett
Miss Celia Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Hudson, Jr.
Ms. Janet Hughes
Ms. Diana Hulet
Dr. Patricia Susan Humphrey-rushing
Mrs. elizabeth Hurd
Mr. Jerome Hutcheson
Ms. Laila Monia ingemansson
Ms. Diane ingram
Ms. Kelly M. Jackson
Miss Myra r. Janos
Ms. Mary Ann K. Janssens
Dara and rick Jennings
Ms. Kathryn M. Jennings
Ms. Pauline Jensen
Ms. Virginia Jernstrom
Ms. Arlene Jerstad
Ms. Judy S. Johnson
Mrs. Lincoln Johnson
Ms. Marie Johnston
Ms. Frances A. Jones
Ms. ilse Junod
Ms. Carol J. Kalvaitis
Mrs. Helen Karageorges

the following individuals have provided for the future of the ASPCA by participating in the annuity program or 
including the organization in their estate plans. it is with appreciation that we list them as members of the 
ASPCA Henry Bergh Legacy Society. For more information on becoming a member of the ASPCA Henry Bergh 
Legacy Society, please contact Marsha Pierson, CFP, at 212-876-7700 ext. 4505 or marshap@aspca.org.
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Mr. George Karnoutsos
Ms. roberta Karsch
Ms. Meredith Kattke
Ms. Hildegard Katz
Ms. Mildred e. Katzell
Ms. Loriann Kazmercyk
Mrs. Jean r. Kelley
Mrs. richard B. Kemp
Ms. Mari A. Kennedy
Ms. Joyce ellen Kidd
Ms. Audrey King
Mrs. Doris J. Kirkwood
Ms. Janet Klein
Mr. robert L. Klingenburg
Mr. J. C. Knapp
Mrs. Brigitte M. Knickelbein
Ms. Shari Kochman
Mr. richard Koerner
Ms. Carlene Koetz
Mrs. Lueneska Kohne
Ms. wanda Kosinski
Ms. Kathy Koteles
Miss Jane C. Koutnik
Ms. Grace Kroll
Ms. Deborah Krotzer
Ms. Donna C. Kulik
Mrs. Giselle M. Ladd
Mr. George Lafleur
Ms. Angela Lamicella
Ms. Margaret Land
Ms. Claire Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Dean t. Langford
Ms. toni Langland
Ms. Joanne Langley
Ms. Sharon Larando
Ms. Billie Larsen
Mrs. Beatrice Lawrence
Ms. Angela Lennox-Kay
Ms. Joan Leonard
Mr. Donald Levin
Ms. Michele e. Liana
Mrs. Claire K. Lindgren
Ms. Diane Lirhus
Mr. David Litzinger
Mrs. M.H. Lock
Mr. Frank Logue
Ms. Jeanne M. Lucenti
Ms. nancy Ludwig
Mr. Chris Lynch
Ms. Christie Lyons
Ms. Marie Lyons
Mr. rodger r. Lysiak
Ms. Zelda Mack
Mr. Louis H. Mackey
Mr. w. A. MacVay
Mr. tom P. Maenza
Ms. Kathleen Maher
Mr. Dion G. Makris
Ms. Alice Maloney
Ms. Cynthia Manseau
Mr. r. Jennings Mangum
Ms. Sandra Marcelle
Anthony and Barbara Marcello
Ms. Betty Marks
Ms. Margaret H. Marshall
Mrs. Pamela Martin
Ms. Ann Martini
ron and Sheryl Martinson
Mr. Garry Matney
Mrs. Diane McCabe
Ms. Jane McCune
Ms. Suzanne McCune
Ms. Jeanine r. McHugh
Ms. Margaret McKay
Ms. nancy A. McLachlin
Mrs. Courtney Mcmichael
Ms. Maria H. Mcnally

Mr. ronald w. Mcnew
Ms. Marianne McSwain
Ms. Joyce M. Meader
Ms. ruth Medici
Mr. John V. Meeks
Ms. Allyssa Mefford
Mr. Alvin L. Melka
Ms. Marcia Meracle
Ms. r. rosalie Metzger
Ms. Linda Miller
Mrs. Monica Miller
Ms. Paula Miller
Mr. Stephen Mininni
Ms. nancy Minasola
Ms. rosalie Miranda
Mr. Luis Monje
Ms. Claire Montgomery
Mr. Steven D. Montrouil
Allen and Sandra Moon
Ms. Patricia Morris
Donald and efi Moschette
Karen Moschetto and Janice raspen
Mr. Alan w. Moseley
Ms. Alma Mullins
Mrs. ethel Marie Muse
Ms. Leda M. Myers
Ms. Marie Myers
Ms. Lorraine Odom Myrick
Ms. Cathy nagle
Ms. Leslie nahon
Ms. evelyn nelson
Ms. Gloria A. nelson
Ms. Gloria L. nelson
Ms. Annmarie nemcek
Ms. Barbara newcomer
Ms. Gaile newman
Ms. Barbara niro
Ms. Catharine U. noel
Ms. Peggy Ogden
Ms. Martha Oldstrom
Ms. norah Olivastro
Ms. Christine Oliveri
Ms. Lynne Olivieri
Mr. and Mrs. richard Osborne
Ms. Margaret e. Otto
Ms. Michelle Palonis
Mr. william F. Pane
Ms. Antoinette Panico
Ms. Susan Pappalardo
Mrs. Selma Pariser
Miss Melissa Parker
Mrs. Patricia Parker
Ms. Catherine Parks-Grauer
Joan Paul
Ms. Melissa Paul
Ms. Carol Ann Payne
Annette and Jay Pennock
Ms. theresa A. Perenich
Ms. Lisa Perniciaro
Ms. Camille Perrin
Ms. Olga Peters, r.n.
rich and Corinne Peters
Mrs. Verna Peterson
Ms. Denise Petski
Mr. edgar Pfarre
Mr. robert F. Pikor
Miss Jacqueline G. Pippin
Ms. Mary Pitts
Mr. and Mrs. robert Poignant
Ms. Sharon Polo
Mr. norman Pos
Ms. Linda Powell
Ms. evelyn e. Powers
Ms. emma r. Proto
Mr. neale A. Quinn and Miss Kelly Quinn
Ms. Janet A. rabe
Mrs. edna randolph

Mrs. G. raumann
Ms. eileen rawitz
Mrs. C. thomas read
Dr. Danita reese
Ms. tierney reis
Ms. Carol remy & Mr. nasir wajihuddin
Ms. Valerie retter
Ms. elizabeth A. reuper
Mr. Art reynolds
Ms. Marilyn richman
Mrs. Gloria riddall
Ms. Grace A. riggleman
Mrs. Gloria ripple
Ms. Adela rivas
Ms. esther D. roberts
Miss Shirlee A. roberts
Mrs. Mary ellen robinson
John and Joanne rodwell
Ms. Clorinda romano
Ms. Carol J. ross
Mr. Donald G. ross
Miss Michele ross
Ms. Patricia B. roth
Mrs. Carmen St. Claire-rourke
Ms. Melissa ruck
Daniel J. ruiz and David Jones
Ms. Mindy ruzumna
Ms. Mary Ann t. Salamone
Ms. Gertrude Salzer
Mr. edward Sandrow
Ms. Paula Santen
Ms. nicole Sapp
Ms. Karen Schaffer
Mr. Stanley Scheller
Ms. Valerie Schey
Ms. evelyn Schiesl
Mr. Kenneth A. Schlenker
Mrs. Joan F. Schmidt
Ms. tara Schmitt
Mrs. Violet M. Schultz
Ms. Helen Schwartz
Ms. evelyn Scimone
Jack Scott, M.D.
Jeff and tracy Sebben
Mr. william Secord
Ms. Joan B. Seibert
Ms. Dina M. Sena
Ms. Margaret Seneshen
Ms. Sandra Seubert
Ms. Dian K. Sharma
Ms. Sally Sharp
Mr. Donald Shea
Ms. Kathryn e. Shepard
Ms. Carole Shepherd
Ms. nina Shilling
Ms. Daisy Silveira
Ms. Gretchen r. Sills
Mrs. Stephen M. Simons
Ms. Jo-Ann Slater
Ms. Marie Smith
Mr. Bruce Sokoloff
Ms. Benita Somerfield
Ms. Barbara e. Soper
Mr. John A. Soubik
Ms. Carol Spickler
Sally Spooner
Ms. Penny Sprenkle
Ms. regina Spurgin
Ms. Carolyn n. Stafford
Ms. Marian Stanley
Mrs. Vesta Stearn
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Steinberg
Ms. elisabeth Stewart
John and Laurie Stilwell
Mrs. Cora G. Stoll
Ms. Barbara Stott
Maria and edward Street

Ms. Phyllis r. Strickler
Ms. emma J. Stuart
Ms. Alice Stuart
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Suarez
Ms. Mary Sullivan
Mr. Brian K. Sullwold
Ms. Marilyn Suthers
Mr. Charles Suttoni
Mr. John tarkov
Cathy and Dennis terrill
Mr. John L. thomas
Mr. Michael L. thornton
Ms. Jennie tichenor
Mrs. Mary e. tierney
Ms. nilsa torres
Mr. Scott e. troy
Ms. Barbara V. tufts
Mrs. Simone turbeville
Mrs. Audrey tuteur
Mrs. Helen Unterleitner
Mrs. Greta Uphouse
Ms. tilla Van Biema
Mrs. Jean van Buuren
Ms. elizabeth L. Van Duzer
Dr. robert K. Vartanian
Ms. Ann Marie Verbsky
Ms. Kristina Verna
Mr. Jayvee Viger
Ms. Catherine V. von Schon
Ms. June J. Vuyk
Ms. Janet A. waked
Ms. Lesley K. walls-Grant
Ms. Sheila wallworth
Ms. Barbara ward
Ms. Cherry L. ward
Mrs. Mildred ward
Ms. nan warren
Miss nancy warren
Mr. Herbert wasserman
Mr. Gerald waters
Ms. Andria watson
Ms. Patricia A. webb
Ms. Carrie J. webster
Ms. Judy weissman
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert weisz
Ms. Barbara westall
ralph and Christine westerhoff
Ms. Annah white
Mrs. Florence K. white
Ms. elizabeth whitehill
Mrs. Marie whitlatch
Mr. and Mrs. richard wickworth
Ms. Brenda J. williams
Ms. regina williams
Mr. Charles C. williams
Ms. Gail wilson & Mr. tim Archibald
Ms. Pamela winter
Ms. Vivian winterman
Ms. nancy wintner
Ms. Susan D. wisniewski
Ms. Deanna wistling
Ms. Dorothy wolf
Mr. Alan wood
Mr. and Mrs. Peter wulff
Ms. Charlotte r. Yater
Ms. Lorraine Young
Ms. Marilyn Young
Mrs. Patricia Zajec
Ms. Maria Zhorella
Ms. Barbara Zikos
Ms. Kristin Zimmerman
Mr. Lawrence Zolotorofe
Ms. Monika F. Zuckermann
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$4,000
F Washington

Mentoring AniMAl Agencies

$1,000
F new Mexico

rest For the WeAry

$300,000
F california

over three yeArs  
Wild horse Protection
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F Washington
A grant of $4,000 has enabled the washington State Federation of Animal Care and Control Agencies to pursue a number of mentorship 
efforts. in 2007, animal welfare professionals joined forces in several meetings and venues to review opportunities that the Federation pro-
vides, as well as the Mentorship Program. the grant also helped to fund a meeting between new directors in the field, as well as visits by 
Board members around the state to assist animal welfare organizations in need of professional guidance.

F california
the return to Freedom wild Horse Sanctuary in Lompoc, California, has protected the American wild Horse for more than a decade, and  
it currently offers safe haven to more than 200 wild horses and burros. through providing sanctuary, education and conservation, it is pio-
neering solutions to preserve these magnificent creatures, as well as the open spaces that serve as their habitat. A $300,000 grant from the 
ASPCA’s equine Fund over a three-year period will help it to continue to protect America’s remaining wild horses by educating the public, 
setting up new wild horse sanctuaries and improving existing ones, initiating a dialogue with government land management agencies to help 
them to implement ethical and humane wild horse management policies, and informing horse owners about responsible horse stewardship.

F new Mexico
A grant for $1,000 to the Kindred Spirits Animal Sanctuary (KSAS) near Madrid, new Mexico helps them to fulfill their mission of provid ing 
lifelong care and hospice for older, unwanted dogs, horses and poultry in a peaceful and serene sanctuary. KSAS focuses on the beauty  
of animals as teachers of unconditional love, regardless of age or infirmities. Sanctuary education programs offer an opportunity for better 
understanding and acceptance of our own human aging process, as well as the process of aging in our animal companions. KSAS offers this 
love and care to the most vulnerable members of its community.

F louisiana
the “new Leash on Life” program, sponsored by the Humane Society of Louisiana, Southwest Chapter, got a jumpstart, thanks to this 
$1,000 grant. working with dogs from Calcasieu Animal Services, teens at a juvenile detention center learned how to train and care for the 
dogs. All serving time for one reason or another, the teens say their time with the pooches is rewarding. “we thought if these two groups  
of neglected and at-risk populations could work with each other, well, let’s see what happens,” explains Beth Zilbert, Pet therapy Project 
Coordinator for the Humane Society of Southwest Louisiana. Among the lessons learned by these teens as part of their new leash on life: 
“i’m hoping that working with the dogs is going to help me to learn some patience and will give me something to work on while i’m in jail,” 
said Sherlock’s handler.

F Florida
Animal welfare work can be stressful for those providing services to animals and communities. workers tend to feel guilt and helplessness  
in terms of stopping the steady flow of animals, sad stories and their outcomes. thanks to a $5,000 grant, approximately 80 staff members 
from animal services, humane societies, veterinary emergency services and clinics were able to attend a “Coping with Compassion Fatigue” 
workshop in tampa in October, where they experienced much-needed mental pampering by Dide Clement from the Humane Society 
University. During the workshop they learned how to lower their own stress levels so they could better care for animals and address the 
community issues associated with them.

$1,000
F louisiana

neW leAsh on liFe
$5,000
F Florida
stress Busters For AniMAl  
WelFAre Workers
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ASPCA Pet Care

Beating the winter Chill
Brrrr…it’s cold outside!
these guidelines will help to protect your companion animals when the mercury dips.
•  Keep your cat inside! in low tem-

peratures, outdoor felines can 
freeze.

•  During the winter, some outdoor 
cats sleep under car hoods. when 
the motor is started, the cat can 
be injured or killed by the fan belt. 
if there are outdoor cats in your 
area, bang loudly on the car hood 
before starting the engine to give 
the cat a chance to escape.

•  Don’t let your dog off the leash  
on snow or ice, especially during a 
snowstorm—dogs can lose their 
scent and get lost. Make sure your 
pooch always wears iD tags.

•  wipe off your dog’s legs and 
stomach when he comes in out  
of the sleet, snow or ice. He can 
ingest salt, antifreeze or other dan-
gerous chemicals while licking his  
 

paws, and his paw pads may also 
bleed from snow or encrusted ice.

•   Leave your dog’s coat long in win-
ter, as it provides more warmth. 
Brushing your dog helps to remove 
dead hairs and keeps the fur fluffy 
so it provides better insulation. 
when you bathe your dog in the 
cold months, dry him before tak-
ing him out for a walk. Consider 
getting a coat or sweater for 
shorthaired breeds.

•  never leave your dog or cat in a 
car during cold weather. A car can 
act as a refrigerator, causing the 
animal to freeze to death.

•  Puppies don’t tolerate cold well, 
and they may be difficult to house-
break during the winter. if your 
puppy is sensitive to the weather, 
you may opt to paper-train him 
inside. if your dog is sensitive to 

the cold due to age, illness or 
breed, take him outdoors only  
to relieve himself.

•  Does your dog spend a lot of time 
engaged in outdoor activities? 
increase his supply of food, par-
ticularly fats, to keep him—and  
his fur—in tip-top shape.

•  Antifreeze is poisonous to dogs 
and cats. Be sure to thoroughly 
clean up any spills from your  
vehicle, and consider using prod-
ucts that contain propylene glycol 
rather than ethylene glycol. Visit 
www.aspca.org/apcc for more 
information.

•  Make sure your pet has a warm 
place to sleep, off the floor and 
away from all drafts. A cozy bed 
with a warm blanket or pillow is 
just purr-fect!
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ASPCA eXPertS

Q My three-year-old domestic short-haired cat has developed what sounds like the hiccups over  
the last couple of days, especially when she starts to purr. She stills eats well, drinks and is not lethargic.  

Is this an unusual occurrence with cats?
D.M.

a bad case of the hiccups

A Hiccups are unusual in cats, but they can occur. in some cases, they are caused by a problem inside the 
chest, such as feline asthma or another issue. You may want to ask your veterinarian to perform radiographs 
(x-rays) of the lungs. is your cat really hiccupping, or could she be coughing or gagging? Cats can cough from 
asthma or heart disease, and they can gag from various problems including viral infections and polyps. if pos-
sible, make a video of the episode, and then if you see your veterinarian you will be able to show her or him 
exactly what is happening.

ASK OUR EXPERTS
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Q My two-year-old, six-pound Maltese has been having seizures. 
the vet wanted to check his liver, but he drew blood the morning 
after the dog received his annual shots. the vet said the liver func-
tion was not good, and he now wants him to have a sonogram. 

Could the blood work results have been 
affected by the shots the dog had the day before?

J.S.

A Probably not. the liver function test, a bile acids test, assesses the liver’s ability to function properly. 
this test is often used to evaluate pets for a problem called a portosystemic shunt, in which an abnormal 
blood vessel causes the blood flow to detour around the liver. Because the blood is not properly filtered, 
toxins build up, causing symptoms such as seizures. this condition is often seen in young, small-breed dogs, 
though it can occur in any dog or cat. Surgery is generally required to close the abnormal blood vessel so 
that blood will flow to the liver.

the results of a bile acids test should not be affected by vaccinations. if the test result was abnormal, a board- 
certif ied radiologist or internist should perform an abdominal ultrasound exam (sonogram) to look for a  
portosystemic shunt or other reason that the liver may not be functioning properly. An ultrasound exam is 
completely painless and noninvasive, so it is nothing to be feared.

louise Murray, dvM, diplomate AcviM,
is the Director of Medicine at the ASPCA 
Bergh Memorial Animal Hospital.

liver issues
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People & Events

asPca cat of the year
Winnie, a 14-year-old domestic shorthair cat, saved Cathy, Michael and young Michael 
Keesling from carbon monoxide poisoning by waking Cathy in the middle of the night. 
Paramedics rescued all three, who soon recovered thanks to winnie’s heroic efforts. 
Cathy Keesling found winnie when she was just days old, abandoned at a neighboring 
farm. Cathy, who nursed her with milk from an eyedropper, says, “we saved her life, 
and years later, she saved ours.”

asPca dog of the year
Debbie Parkhurst, a jewelry designer in suburban Maryland, was choking on a piece 

of apple when her two-year-old Golden retriever, Toby, alarmed by her distress, 
pushed her to the ground and jumped on her chest until the apple came up. Debbie 

says she owes her life to toby, whom she rescued from a dumpster in 2005. toby 
enjoys life with Debbie and her husband, Kevin, and he is inseparable from his canine 

sidekick, a Bassett Hound named Fred.

asPca Kid of the year
Rachel Distefano, a 12-year-old girl, co-founded Amaryllis Farm rescue, which has res-
cued more than 50 horses and ponies from slaughter since 2005. rachel works long hours 
at her mother’s side all summer, and before and after school during the year. every year, 
the Distefanos rescue horses destined for slaughterhouses across the country, and work 
to find them permanent, loving homes on ranches and farms. By giving her heart and 
soul to horses and the needs of animals, rachel is a role model for everyone she meets.

asPca honors humane heroes
2007 awards Presented november 1, 2007, at the rainbow room

page 14

the annual ASPCA Humane Awards recognize individuals who have 
worked on behalf of animal welfare, as well as animals who have 
engaged in acts of heroism, during the past year.

ASPCA PeOPLe & eVentS
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asPca firefighter of the year
On June 24, 2007, new York City Firefighter William H. Smith III of Ladder 
58 emerged from the flames and impenetrable smoke of an apartment fire at 230 
east 196th Street. in one arm, he carried a frightened, small, mixed-breed dog and 
in the other, a soot-covered cat. Firefighter Smith’s act of saving the lives of two 
helpless animals is clear evidence of his commitment to preserving and protecting 
the people and pets of new York City.

asPca Law enforcement officer of the year
One day after Champ, a five-year-old Palomino, was shot and killed in his pasture 
in Palmerdale, Alabama, Deputy Dwight Sloan, Animal Cruelty investigator for 
the Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Office, launched a full-scale investigation. Deputy 
Sloan solicited the help of an evidence team, veterinarians and county workers 
to investigate the crime. He also helped raise more than $10,000 in reward 
money for information leading to the arrest and conviction of Champ’s killer. 
Deputy Sloan’s hard work and dedication led to the confession and arrest of 
the teenager who fired the fatal bullets.

asPca henry Bergh award
in 1991, during a particularly competitive game between the Oakland Athletics 
and the new York Yankees, an orphaned cat darted on the field during play. the 
A’s then-manager, Tony La Russa, hurried out onto the diamond to rescue the  
kitten. Soon after, La russa and his wife elaine co-founded the tony La russa’s 
Animal rescue Foundation (ArF), which is committed to the well being of com-
panion animals and educates the public about the human-animal bond, pet over-
population and homelessness.

asPca Lifetime achievement award
two years ago, Bill Smith watched helplessly as a young dog bred in one of 
Lancaster County’s most notorious puppy mills died from a congenital disease 
caused by inbreeding. the incident spurred Smith to start a billboard campaign 
aimed at commercial breeders to help educate the public about puppy mills and  
to push the Pennsylvania state government to enforce kennel laws. Using creative 
images, such as a Beagle sitting in a dishwasher, Mr. Smith’s visual campaign has 
helped pressure public officials into addressing this urgent issue.

asPca Presidential award
A long-time friend and supporter of the ASPCA, Chuck Scarborough is an 
award-winning anchor at wnBC-tV Channel 4 in new York City. in addition  
to his popularity on television, Chuck and his wife ellen are devoted animal lovers 
and are passionate about making pet adoption their first option®. their cat Stanley 
and their dog Oliver were both adopted from the City’s Animal Care and Control.

“the Humane Awards Luncheon is our way of recognizing the important role ani-
mals play in our lives, the signif icance of the human-animal bond, and the people 
who make animal welfare a central part of their lives,” says ASPCA President & CeO  
edwin Sayres. “these winners are the best of the best.”

ASPCA HUMAne HerOeS
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Q: what was the name of your first pet?
A:  epes, a Hungarian Puli mix, my companion through college.

Q: what’s your fondest pet memory?
A:  My most joyous memory was playing with epes, which put each day’s  

challenges into perspective.

Q: why are groups like the ASPCA important?
A:  these groups provide a model for humane treatment of humans by one 

another. there is considerable evidence that the humanity with which  
people treat one another is directly related to how they treat their pets.  
the ASPCA helps animals, but it also helps us to be better human beings.

Q: Do you share your life with pets?
A: Yes, and joyously so.

Q: what is the most rewarding part of owning a pet?
A:  i don’t own a pet any more than i own the earth. instead, we have a relationship based on mutual 

understanding and appreciation. i appreciate things that are real, that have substance, that have value, 
and that focus me on life’s moments that ultimately make living a delight. without those moments of 
fun and communication with my dog, Zach, i would be like any other businessman who has little time 
for love and family. in short, Zach brings me closer to the essence of life.

People & Events

celebrity corner: Peter yarrow, Folk Musician, Peter, Paul & Mary

there’s no Place Like home
On Saturday, October 27, 2007, more than 75 guests joined actress Vanessa williams and 
HomeAgain to launch the “Bring Pets Home Campaign,” a national initiative to microchip  
and enroll two million pets in the HomeAgain Proactive Pet recovery Service by the end of 
the year. in return, HomeAgain pledged to donate up to $250,000 to the Bring Pets Home 
Foundation, which benefits animal shelters across the country. At the event, Steve Shell,  
Vice President and General Manager of HomeAgain, presented a $10,000 check from the 
Foundation to the ASPCA for its dedication to animal welfare. to date, more than 5.4 million 
pets have been enrolled in the program.
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Giving Unconditional Love

Love the One You’re With

Calling All Dog Lovers

Kristen Johnston, the Emmy Award-winning actress, spotted Cookie, a Pit mix, at a recent 
ASPCA Mobile Adoption event in New York’s Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood. Cookie had been 
rescued by Special Agent Adam Gankiewicz, and she underwent surgery to repair a broken hip 
at the ASPCA’s Bergh Memorial Animal Hospital. Kristen gladly adopted Cookie and promptly 
renamed her Pinky. She writes:

“ Pinky’s doing great—She’s a great snuggler, and she lounges on the couch at night 
making little joyful sounds. I’ve never rescued a dog who was this sweet from the 
very start.”

A star of the stage and screen, Ms. Johnston received her Emmy Award for her role as Sally  
on “3rd Rock from the Sun,” and she continues to delight audiences in such comedic turns as  
Lexi Featherstone in “Sex in the City” and as Drew Barrymore’s older sister Rhonda in the 
romantic-comedy “Music & Lyrics.” She is an avid and compassionate supporter of animal  
rescue, having rescued several lovable, homeless pups in the past.

On Tuesday, February 12, 2008, there will be a Pre-Valentine’s Day celebration with dog lovers 
and their four-legged friends! Come celebrate with Leashes and Lovers at the Crash Mansion at 
199 Bowery in New York City from 7:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m. Admission: $30 in advance, $40 at the 
door. There will be fabulous raffle prizes with 100 percent of the proceeds benefiting the ASPCA. 
You can also get up close and personal with some of the ASPCA’s most lovable, adoptable dogs. 
There will be, of course, much more, including the opportunity to meet fellow dog lovers. Love is 
in the air! For more information, go to www.leashesandlovers.com.

On Friday and Saturday, February 1–2, 2008, New York’s renowned “photograph-fur” Geoff 
Tischman will shoot studio-quality photographs of people and their beloved pets—all for a 
minimum $75 donation to the ASPCA. Individual thirty-minute photo sessions—usually valued 
at $500—will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. each day at ASPCA headquarters at  
424 East 92nd Street in Manhattan. Proud pet parents get a 5" by 7" photo of their choice, 
with an option to order more photos, custom prints and cards. What’s more, Geoff, who is 
donating his services, will also contribute 50 percent of the proceeds of any additional orders 
to the ASPCA. To book a photo session, call (212) 876-7700 x 4586. For more information or 
questions, contact Claire McCabe at (212) 876-7700, ext 4500.

Love Is in the Air
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Founded in 1866, the American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) was the first humane organi-
zation established in the Western Hemisphere and today 
has one million supporters. The ASPCA’s mission is to pro-
vide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals 
throughout the U.S. The ASPCA provides national leader-
ship in humane education, government affairs and public 
policy, shelter support, and animal poison control. The NYC  
headquarters houses a full-service animal hospital, animal 
behavior center, and adoption facility. The Humane Law 
Enforcement department enforces New York’s animal cruelty 
laws and is featured on the reality TV series Animal Precinct 
on Animal Planet. Visit www.aspca.org for more information.

have a rescue or anniversary tale for the AsPcA? send us your stories.
E-mail us: ASPCAAction@aspca.org, or write: ASPCA Action, 424 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128.
Please include your name, address, and a photo (high-resolution digital or print) we can keep. Stories will be edited to fit.

ASPCA Action Returns
P.O. Box 97288
Washington, DC 20090-7288
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your stories
Billy’s Legacy of Love
Valerie J.C., Washington Heights, New York

My dog Billy was, for most of his short life, an unlicensed therapy dog. i toyed with mak-
ing Billy legit by enrolling us in an ASPCA certificate class, but i didn’t think he needed 
more training. though we would have liked for him to visit nursing homes and hospitals, 
we decided “Billy therapy” would be relegated to the streets of washington Heights, 
where he was officially “on duty” whenever we stepped out of our apartment building. 
Billy coaxed smiles, hugs and kisses while we were out and about. in return, he gave 
mega doses of love.

Billy, a.k.a. the Love Dog, lapped up every attention-filled moment. everyone loved Billy. Guys liked hanging out with him because  
he was cool; women liked him because he was sweet. But no one loved Billy more than i—his constant companion.

the entire neighborhood shared our pain when we found out that Billy, our lovable Bernese Mountain Dog, was diagnosed with 
malignant histiocytic sarcoma. Billy ended his fight in May 2007, but not before more than 100 friends and family gathered to  
celebrate him at a party in his honor. Donations totaling $1,750 were collected at Billy’s Bash and given to the ASPCA.

Mending Broken Hearts
Nancy N., Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Our hearts were broken when we had to put down our 12-year-old Old english  
Sheepdog/Lab mix after he became ill. Soon after Jeb died, i began to visit a local  
animal shelter. i wasn’t looking for another dog; i just wanted to be near them.  
On one visit, however, i saw him—sad, skinny and depressed. the staff told me  
he was a “runner” who had been there before. He had fleas and his ears were  
infected. the shelter told me that they were waiting for his current owner to  
come claim him.

My husband and i visited him regularly, taking him for walks. On one visit, we learned 
that his owner didn’t want him. He had to be neutered, and he had some skin problems. every time we went to see him, however, 
he was calm, and he finally snapped out of his depression.

we’ve now had “Shoobie” for a year. My husband took him to obedience school, mainly for bonding. He’s smart, gentle and gets 
along well with our cat, Max, and our grandchildren. He did need to be taught some manners because he didn’t know what was 
expected of him. i was also told that he didn’t play with toys. He now does, and even brings them to us! Shoobie is a great dog 
and a wonderful addition to our home.

ASPCA : YOUr StOrieS


