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as a member of the asPca®, you understand the profound 
nature of the human-animal bond. in fact, more than 60 mil-
lion households in america share their home with at least 
one pet. the love of a companion animal is uncomplicated 
and unconditional, and it’s hard to fathom that anybody would 
exploit that love. 

the asPca is dedicated to taking action against those who 
violate the sanctity of the human-animal bond, and the puppy 
mill industry in america is one of the most egregious viola-
tors of this bond. You may well be aware of the horrors of 
puppy mills, and may know that there are thousands of these 
large-scale breeding facilities all over the United states—but 
many americans don’t.

a few months ago, oprah Winfrey revealed to millions of 
viewers the horrific abuses that go on in america’s puppy 
mills, and as a result pet shops are having depressed sales. it’s  
a cause and effect relationship that exemplifies the impor-
tance of raised awareness resulting in tangible change. 

i hope you realize the active role you are playing in improving 
the lives of companion animals, and by sharing this issue of 
ASPCA Action with a friend or family member you can do even 
more to help build a more humane future for all. and don’t 
forget to Make Pet adoption Your first option® and urge all 
those you know to do the same when seeking out a compan-
ion animal.

edwin sayres
President & ceo

Designed by Curran & Connors, Inc. / www.curran-connors.com

Cover: Aaron Goodman.

Send subscription inquiries to: ASPCA Action, 424 East 92nd Street,
New York, NY 10128-6804.

This newsletter is not intended to provide advice on individual pet health
matters or to substitute for consultation with a veterinary doctor.



ow many of us have hurried 
through a bustling mall or 
down a busy avenue, intent 
upon getting to work or 
doing our errands, when we 

spot a storefront bedecked with signs 
that advertise “Purebred Puppies for sale.” 
the invitation is compelling: we pause  
with others to gaze 
longingly at the bun-
dles of fur, cutely cud-
dled together, legs 
entwined so it’s hard 
to distinguish one 
from another. We 
smile as they joyfully 
play as only puppies 
do, tooth-tugging 
their littermates, 
wrestling and boxing 
enthusiastically, and 
finally collapsing in a 
heap, snoring gently, 
tuckered out from their antics. We stroll 
in, absolutely smitten, asking the age-old 
question: “how much is that puppy in  
the window?”

that isn’t an easy question to answer. for 
that puppy and countless others, the road 
to their forever homes is winding, long and 
fraught with risks ranging from neglect and 
inhumane treatment to abuse and outright 
cruelty. along the way, many die agonizing 
deaths from diseases and genetic disorders 
that cause intense pain and unmitigated 
suffering. the puppy’s “cost” therefore 
cannot be measured in mere dollars; it can 
be gauged only in terms of misery and lives 
lost. the asPca® says that the price is 
unacceptably high, and it has accelerated 
its efforts to shut down the sources of 
these puppies—the thousands of puppy 
mills in operation in america today.

The Grim reality Behind  
Pet Store Pups
Virtually 100 percent of the sweet puppies 
we see in fancy store windows were born 
in anything-but-fancy puppy mills. Puppy 
mills are, according to the asPca’s defini-
tion, any large-scale commercial breeding 
operation where profits are given a higher 

priority than the well-
being of the dogs. 
“People who buy pup-
pies from pet stores 
have no idea where 
the puppies came 
from,” says Bob Baker, 
an inves ti gator with 
the asPca depart-
ment of anti-cruelty 
initiatives. “they figure 
if the pet store is clean 
and in a high-class 

mall, the puppies must 
be from a responsible 

breeder. that’s absolutely not the case.”

Baker continues, “responsible small-scale 
breeders would never dream of selling 
their cherished pups through pet stores. 
they carefully screen potential buyers, 
often asking them a number of probing 
questions. they want to be sure their pup-
pies are going to good homes, and they 
can’t do that when they end up at pet 
stores. certain breeding clubs even advise 
responsible breeders not 
to sell their puppies through 
third-party retailers.”

Puppy mills are a “hot button” 
topic of the moment, with a 
lengthy feature story about 
them even running recently 
on The Oprah Winfrey Show. 
But the fact is that american 
puppy mills have been in  

Cost is Far Too High, Says the ASPCA®, as It Strives 
to end the Sales of Puppies from Puppy mills 

H

How much is that Doggie in the Window?
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Profile of a Hero
Bob Baker is a nationally recognized 
authority on animal cruelty investi-
gations and a key player in the 
asPca’s efforts to combat the cruel-
ties of puppy mills and large-scale 
commercial breeding operations. he 
has visited more than 700 puppy mills 
throughout the country, successfully 
closing hundreds of them, and his 
investigations have led to more than 
1,000 arrests of perpetrators of ani-
mal cruelty. his work was credited 
with closing the nation’s largest pet 
store chain, docktor Pet center. he 
has spent his entire career fighting 
puppy mills and educating people 
about the grim reality behind the 
puppies we see in store windows 
across america. n 

American puppy mills have been in operation 
since the 1960s, when a “perfect storm” of  
market conditions gave rise to a cottage industry 
that has since become synonymous with cruelty, 
abuse and shame.

asPca field staff attend a morning briefing, working 
with approximately 100 other volunteers to remove, 
assess and care for 747 animals from an illegal puppy 
mill in tennessee.

an old tire factory was converted into a shelter in a few 
days to house dogs, cats and birds removed from an 
illegal puppy mill operation in tennessee.

dr. Melinda Merck, senior director of Veterinary forensics, introduces a puppy mill 
dog to her first dog treat.



operation since the 1960s, when a “perfect 
storm” of market conditions gave rise to a 
cottage industry that has since 
become synonymous with cru-
elty, abuse and shame.

during the decade of 
the ’60s, Mom & 
Pop pet stores 
began to sell out 
to large franchises, 
and the marketing-
savvy chains knew 
that the quickest 
way to get shop-
pers through the 
doors was to put 
cute puppies in 
the window. after 
all, if a customer 
bought a pup, the pet 
store could supply all 
the rest of the pet para-
phernalia too—bowls, 
food, beds, toys, collars, 
leashes, crates—scoring 
a sales bonanza. in fact, 
management often told 
sales people that they 
were expected to sell 
pet supplies that matched dollar for 
dollar the value of the puppies they sold.

But what pet store manage-
ment didn’t expect was just 
how popular the puppies 
themselves would be. 
consumer demand for  
purebred dogs was soaring, 
and pet store owners began 
to seek out breeders who 
were willing to sell a steady 
stream of puppies cheaply 
and in quantity. Meanwhile, 
the Usda suggested to 
cash-strapped Midwestern 
farmers that they should 
capitalize on that demand  
by raising puppies on a large 
scale to supplement their 
farm incomes. in jumped  

the middlemen: dog 
brokers who acted  
as intermediaries 

between 
the puppy 
mills and 
store own-

ers. the 
three par-
ties formed a 

profitable but cruel enterprise.

The Disgrace of  
Puppy mills
over the following 
30 years, the puppy 
mill industry grew 
steadily, satisfying 
the demand of 
america’s consumers 
for purebred puppies 
often bought on 
impulse from a store 

window. today there 
are more than 5,000 

commercial breed-
ers in america sup-
plying those pet 
stores, many of 

them located in 
Missouri, near Baker’s st. Louis 
headquarters.

so what goes on at puppy 
mills? the picture is not 
pretty. some facilities have as 
many as 1,000 dogs, and the 
majority have an average of 
40 breeding females whose 
sole mission in life is to bear 
litter after litter after litter. 
conditions at most puppy 
mills are “beyond deplorable” 
according to Baker, who has 
investigated more than 700 
and helped to close down 
hundreds of them. “Most peo-
ple associate puppy mills with 
the plight of defenseless pup  
pies, and they should,” says      
Baker. “But what’s not fully 

understood is the 
rampant cruelty 
that takes place 
against the breeding 
stock. Most of the 
breeding females 
spend their entire 
existence in ele-
vated wire cages 

that are stacked in dark sheds. they never 
leave the cages; i’ve seen owners take 
them out and put them on the ground 
just for the fun of seeing them freak out.” 

Baker continues, “the moth-
ers never see the light of day. 
they have no human con-
tact; there’s no socialization 
with people whatsoever. 
sanitation is a problem; their 
feces are supposed to drop 
through the wire floor, but 
they don’t, so the mothers 
must stand or lie on feces-
encrusted wire that contami-
nates their paws, fur and 
skin.” Baker says if they get 
sick, they are often allowed 
to languish, suffering, until 
death. “it’s cheaper to get a 

new breeding female than it is 
to pay the vet bill,” he says.

the mothers are bred continuously to 
others, sometimes even in their own 
bloodlines, and produce litters of puppies 
that soon show evidence of alarming 
genetic disorders, including hip dysplasia, 
knee problems, detached retina, deafness, 
hernias, and behavioral and psychological 
problems. the puppies are often stacked 
20 deep in dark trailers and trucked in 
loads of as many as 300 for distribution to 
pet stores throughout a geographic region. 

With the involvement of middlemen, 
Baker says that store puppies come from 
many different and random sources. close 
quarters at the mills and during shipping 
means that they have all been exposed to 
the full gamut of life-threatening diseases, 
such as parvo, distemper, kennel cough and 
pneumonia, as well as nasty parasites such 
as coccidia, giardia, worms and fleas. 
“When puppies are young they are very 
susceptible to disease, and buyers need to 
know that the puppy they are purchasing 
has almost certainly been exposed to a 
disease that is both contagious and deadly,” 
Baker says.
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Puppy mills are, according to the ASPCA’s defini-
tion, any large-scale commercial breeding opera-
tion where profits are given a higher priority than 
the well being of the dogs.

allison cardona, director of disaster 
response, hands a Miniature 
Pinscher over for transport.

animals seized in raid are loaded  
onto a transport vehicle headed to  
a temporary shelter.

Puppy mill breeders, pet store owners and dog 
brokers have formed a profitable but cruel  
enterprise.



Popular Dogs of the moment
there’s no predominant breed among pup-
pies raised in puppy mills, according to the 
asPca’s Baker. “Whatever is currently 
popular,” he says. “if there’s a tV show or 
a movie that shows a certain breed, then 
that’s the breed you’ll see in the puppy 
mills. tragically, if puppy mill owners have 
breeding stock that has fallen ‘out of favor,’ 
they’ll take them out and shoot them, or 
sometimes simply starve them to death.” 
he describes these owners as “depraved,” 
but “all-too-common.”

Baker understands this 
problem firsthand and 
relates his experience 
during an undercover 
investigation of a puppy mill 
in Quarryville, Pennsylvania, 
in february 2008:

“i asked if the owner had any dogs for sale. 
he said, ‘Yeah, i’m stuck with these italian 
Greyhounds that aren’t selling anymore.’ i 
went out into his bitterly cold cow barn 
and found a lovely pregnant italian Grey-
hound that was about to give birth. he 
was purposely starving her to death; she 
was just skin and bones. i got her out of 
there and took her to Main Line animal 
rescue; their vet said that she never 
would have survived had she been left 
there another 12 hours. it’s a classic puppy 
mill story: ‘this dog isn’t selling, why should 
i feed it?’ she had a litter of seven. Just four 
survived, but they were so sick at birth they 
needed to be resuscitated. the mother 
herself spent two weeks on an iV drip 
because she was so emaciated and 
dehydrated.”

Baker notes that due to the asPca’s efforts 
to facilitate the owner’s prosecution, he 
was charged with cruelty, and he pled guilty. 

in a stunning judicial decision, however, he 
was fined just $35 for operating a kennel 
without a license—a license that he had 
surrendered earlier in order to avoid 
inspections! the 
only bright spot is 
that the Grey-
hound mother, 
now named 
cecilia, and all 
four of her surviv-
ing puppies were 
subsequently 
adopted into lov-
ing homes.

Baker says that in some cases, breeders 
unload unwanted puppies that have been 

rejected by dog 
brokers or pet 
stores over the 
internet. “We 
are seeing a 
surge in the 
number of  
dogs being sold 
online,” he says. 
“We warn con-
sumers not to 
buy dogs 
over the 

internet. it’s disturbing 
how many people will 
purchase a dog and have 
it shipped to them without 
ever seeing where it  
came from.”

What’s the ASPCA 
Doing About this 
outrage?
What is the asPca doing 
to combat the outrage of 
puppy mills in america? 
“We have a multi-pronged 
approach,” says Baker. 
“first, we’re investigating 
these facilities, we’re docu-
menting substandard condi-
tions, and we’re turning the 
perpetrators of abuse over to the 
proper authorities for prosecu-
tion. second, we’re trying to 
improve living conditions  
for these dogs through the 
passage of the kinds of 

regulation and legislation that we are 
working on in Pennsylvania, and we are 
working with a number of agencies to 
strengthen enforcement of existing laws. 

finally, we are striving to minimize the 
number of dogs who have to live in these 
conditions by spreading the message and 
educating the public about puppy mills  
and the conditions under which the dogs 
are kept. We are convinced that if  
people understand what’s really going  
on here, they will stop buying puppies at 
pet stores.”

Baker says that steady education of the 
public has worked in the past. “one of the 
major television newsmagazines once pro-

filed the involvement of a major pet 
store chain with puppy mills, and 
the public boycotted the chain, 

putting it out of business 
for good.” Baker says 

that more media 
coverage of the 
issue will help 
bring an end to 
puppy mills. in 
the meantime, 
what can we 
all do to help 

end the cruelty 
and abuse associ-

ated with puppy mills? 
Baker says the 
answer is simple: 
“don’t ever buy 
a dog in a pet 
store or over 
the internet. 
and,’’ he adds, 
“help us to 
spread the 
message.” n
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What can we all do to help end the cruelty and 
abuse associated with puppy mills? The ASPCA’s 
Bob Baker says, “Don’t ever buy a dog in a pet 
store or over the internet. And help us to spread 
the message.”

Pregnant and starving cecilia, an 
italian Greyhound, after her rescue 
from a Pennsylvania puppy mill.

cecilia and her four surviving puppies have a new lease 
on life, thanks to the asPca and Pennsylvania’s Main 
Line animal rescue. 

Photos by: 
Mary hunt davis



1.   Don’t Buy your Puppy from a Pet Store that pet shop 
window puppy probably came from a puppy mill, a large-
scale, substandard commercial breeding facility. in these facili-
ties, mothers are caged and bred as often as possible, and 
they give birth to puppies who could have costly medical 
problems you might not become aware of until you bring 
them home.

2.   Adopt if you’re looking to get a puppy, check your local 
shelters first. not only will you save a life, but you will 
ensure that your money is not going to support a puppy mill. 
there are many dogs waiting for homes in shelters and an 
estimated one in four is a purebred. Your second option is 
breed rescue. if your heart is set on a specific breed you 
haven’t been able to find in a shelter, you can do an internet 
search for a breed-specific rescue organization.

3.   use a responsible Breeder if you’ve exhausted your 
options for adopting and decide to buy from a breeder, 
remember that responsible breeders have their dogs’ inter-
ests in mind. they want to place their pups in good homes. 
responsible breeders should screen you as thoroughly as 
you screen them! for more information on how to identify a 
responsible breeder, visit www.aspca.org/puppymills. 

4.   See Where your Puppy Was Born and Bred one sign 
that you are speaking to an unscrupulous breeder is that 
they will not let you see the facility in which your puppy was 
born. always ask to see the breeding premises and to meet 
both parents (or at least the mother). You should also ask 
for a contract that explains the breeder’s responsibilities, 
health guarantee and return policy.

 5.   Internet Buyers, Beware Buying a puppy from the inter-
net is as risky as buying from a pet store. if you buy a 
puppy based on a picture and a phone call, you have no 
way of seeing the puppy’s breeding premises or meeting his 
parents. and those who sell animals on the internet are 
not held to the animal Welfare act regulations, which 
means that they are not inspected by the Usda.

 6.   Share your Puppy mill Story with the ASPCA® if you 
think you have purchased a puppy mill puppy, please tell us 
your story. every bit of evidence gives us more power to 
get legislation passed that will ban puppy mills.

 7.   Speak out inform your state and federal legislators that 
you are disturbed by the inhumane treatment of dogs in 
puppy mills and would like to see legislation passed that 
ensures that all animals bred to be pets are raised in healthy 
conditions. You can stay up-to-date about current legislation 
to ban puppy mills by joining the asPca advocacy Brigade. 

 8.   Tell your Friends if someone you know is planning on 
buying a puppy, please direct them to our puppy mill infor-
mation at www.aspca.org/puppymills. Let them know 
that there are perfectly healthy dogs in shelters waiting to 
be adopted.

 9.   Think Globally have a webpage, a Myspace page or a 
blog? Use these powerful tools to inform people about 
puppy mill cruelty by adding a link to our puppy mill infor-
mation at www.aspca.org/puppymills.

10.   Act Locally When people are looking to buy or adopt  
a pet, they will often ask the advice of their veterinarian, 
groomer or pet supply store. Get the word out about 
puppy mills! n

Ten Ways you Can Help Fight Puppy mills

“ At the ASPCA®, we’re trying to encourage purchasers to make pet 
adoption their first option or if that is not possible, to buy  from 
responsible breeders instead of pet stores, the internet, and puppy 
mills,” says the ASPCA’s Cori menkin.

Proposed legislation in Pennsylvania is intended to raise the minimum stan-
dards for commercial kennels and improve the health, safety and welfare of all 
kenneled dogs.

a May 14, 2008 rally orchestrated by the asPca and the humane society of the United 
states (hsUs) on the steps of the Pennsylvania capitol in harrisburg was aimed at per-
suading dog lovers to join the fight against puppy mills. anchored by asPca experts cori 
Menkin, esq., senior director of Legislative initiatives, and debora Bresch, esq., Legislative 
Liaison, the asPca/hsUs rally supported a press conference held by the Pennsylvania 

department of agriculture and the Governor’s office that introduced two crucial pieces of legislation in the fight against puppy 
mills. the proposed legislation is intended to raise the minimum standards for commercial kennels and improve the health, 
safety and welfare of all kenneled dogs in Pennsylvania. rep. James casorio’s proposed legislation to amend the dog Law would 
increase the required cage size, eliminate wire-floored cages, ensure outdoor runs for exercise and 24/7 access to clean water, 
and require annual veterinarian exams. dog wardens would also gain greater authority to monitor kennels and enforce the law 
against unlicensed kennels. fines and penalties would also increase, and under rep. thomas caltagirone’s proposed bill to 
amend the cruelty law, breeders would be required to bring dogs to licensed veterinarians for certain surgical procedures. n 

rallying on Behalf of Puppies
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ASPCA® mission: orange™ 
Launched in Charleston
the asPca®, in partnership with three local 
animal welfare groups, has launched asPca® 
Mission: orange™ in charleston county, s.c. 
asPca Mission: orange is a collaborative effort 
to create a country of humane communities by 
curbing the needless euthanasia of adoptable 
pets. the campaign, which is taking place 
nationwide with select community partners, 
addresses the plight of shelter animals by collab-
orating with leading community organizations  
to strive toward a live release rate of 75 per-
cent for unwanted and abandoned animals 
entering shelters.

in charleston county, participating animal wel-
fare agencies in asPca Mission: orange are 
charleston animal society (formerly the John 
ancrum sPca), Pet helpers and humane net. 
the asPca has pledged $1 million in grants, 
training and asPca staff time and expertise  
to these community partners to help fuel the 
three-year campaign. n 

Three Communities Selected as 
Finalists to Join ASPCA mission: 
orange
a little more than a year after it launched 
asPca Mission: orange, the asPca selected 
three new communities as finalists in a bid to 
join this unique program, which is designed to 
create a country of humane communities, one 
community at a time. the three communities, 
including the lead partner agencies in each com-
munity, are: Buncombe county, n.c. (asheville 
humane society and humane alliance of 
Western north carolina); cleveland, ohio 
(cleveland animal Protective League and city 
of cleveland Kennel); and oklahoma city,  

okla. (central oklahoma humane society and 
oklahoma city animal Welfare division).

for the next year, the partner agencies in these 
communities will work with asPca experts to 
develop and implement programs specifically 
designed to increase the live release rates in 
their communities. at the end of the year, these 
three communities will have the opportunity to 
apply to become a full-fledged asPca Mission: 
orange community partner. n

ASPCA mission: orange Partners 
Show Their True Colors!
asPca Mission: orange partners celebrated 
asPca day on april 10, 2008 in a number of 
fun and creative ways! 

in Austin, Mayor Will Wynn presented a 
proclamation announcing april 10 as asPca 
day and distributed certificates of appreciation 
to austin’s asPca Mission: orange partners. n

in Gulfport/Biloxi, the humane society of 
south Mississippi (hssM) offered free micro-
chipping, rabies vaccination and nail trimming 
with a $50 spay/neuter. it also gave away free 
asPca bandanas with spay/neuter surgeries.  
in addition, hssM presented a humane  

education “Go orange” program and a shelter 
tour to a group of approximately 15 children. n

in Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania sPca  
put orange bandanas on their dogs in the  
adoption center and staff wore orange for 
asPca day. n

in Spokane, the local partners celebrated 
asPca day by signing on a new partner—
Petsavers, a local low-cost spay/neuter clinic. 
each shelter held a celebration with orange 
donuts, punch and balloons. the volunteers 
were all decked out in their orange tee shirts 
and participated in a telethon. the partners 
also celebrated by hosting special adoption 
events at all of the shelters. n

in Tampa, the animal coalition of tampa 
(act) decided the spay/neuter clinic needed 
painting, so executive director Linda hamilton 
painted the outside of the building orange! 
then she ordered a banner that said, “it’s not 
just orange, it’s Mission orange.” Worried at 
first, neighbors say that the color has certainly 
brightened up the neighborhood, and now no 
one can miss the act clinic! n

Mission: orange Updates
ASPCA ® mISSIon : or AnGe™
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key part of the bond that we all 
share with animals is associated 
with the lessons that we humans 
teach them: to sit, to come, to 
lie down and dozens of other 

commands. our wonderful companions, 
however, often teach us even more about 
ourselves, often showing us by example 
what we are capable of. L.a. Bunky is one 
such special canine soul. 

a four-year-old Pit Bull mix, Bunky was 
turned in to new York city’s animal care 
and control in november of 2007 by her 
owner, who claimed that the dog would 
not eat. When she arrived at the asPca, 
Bunky was dehydrated and dangerously 
thin. Joe Pentangelo, assistant director of 
asPca humane Law enforcement says,  
“it was a heartbreaking case. no mistake 
about it; the dog was starving. there was 
no muscle or fat on her ribs or backbone. 
and a major concern for us was that the 
owner who surrendered her said there 
were still two puppies in the home. We 
couldn’t imagine what kind of condition 
they were in.” 

Upon examination by asPca vets, it 
became clear that Bunky had also suffered a 
fractured leg that had never been repaired. 
Yet this remarkable dog demonstrated no 
discomfort from the injury; she was as 
friendly and loving as could be. While the 
asPca worked hard to put weight on this 
brave girl, the organization’s expert thera-
pists and behaviorists recommended that 
she be adopted by an active person or 
family who would keep her well exercised. 
in the meantime, the asPca’s humane Law 
enforcement agents went to the Manhattan 
home of the owner, rescued two starving 
puppies, and arrested the owner. 

around the same time, Bronx resident 
frances Watkins, 20, and her husband earl 
anderson were looking for a dog to keep 
frances company in the evenings when earl 
works late. in her search for a canine com-
panion, frances came across the asPca 
website. “i thought it made more sense to 
look at a dog that didn’t already have a 
home, rather than a puppy,” frances says. 
“We also thought it would be great to have  

a dog that didn’t need to be housetrained. 
i’m not too good at discipline,” she laughs. 
“so we decided to look to see what  
they had.”

the asPca adoption staff was very thor-
ough with frances and earl, frances says. 
“they explained the responsibilities of 
owning a dog, they wanted to be sure we 
could afford to keep one, and that it would 
have a safe place to live. after we answered 
all the questions, we just went shopping!”

frances says it was “really hard” to choose 
just one dog from all of the ones they saw 
at the asPca adoption center, but she and 
earl narrowed it down to just two. “We 
wanted an active dog that wasn’t a couch 
potato. Bunky has lots of energy; she jumps 
so high, you just wouldn’t believe it. and 
we wanted a warm and loving animal. a 
behavior expert worked with us to deter-
mine how we and Bunky interacted with 
each other. that’s how we settled on her,” 
frances says. that, and the fact that “earl 
just loves Pit Bulls.” the adoption experi-
ence for frances was “great,” she says. 
“i’ve told other members of my family that 
they should also adopt a dog through the 
asPca. it was a really good experience.” 

earl has renamed Bunky after frances her-
self. “her new name is franni,” frances 
says. “earl named her after me, because 
he says that she’s just as spoiled as i am.” 
it’s hardly surprising then, that when 
franni is not out for her daily run in the 
park with earl, she’s sacked out in the 
middle of their bed in front of the televi-
sion set. doesn’t that make franni a couch 
potato? “no,” frances says, “she just loves 
to watch tV.” a cushy existence for a 
brave and deserving pooch who overcame 
a broken leg and starvation to make the 
very best of her life—with a steady help-
ing hand from the asPca. n
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The ASPCA® Celebrates 
the opening of monster Park

he professionals at the ASPCA® often find inspir-
ing ideas for animals in unexpected places. So 
when the ASPCA’s Humane Law enforcement 
(HLe) Department cleared its building’s base-
ment level to make space for HLe Agents to 

work out and stay in shape, a new idea for the ASPCA’s 
headquarters was born and made into a reality—thanks 
to the contributions of a generous group of donors.

monster Park, a 2,000-square-foot exercise, play and 
training area for the ASPCA’s shelter dogs, was recently 
unveiled in a ribbon-cutting in the ASPCA headquarters’ 
sub-cellar. This large indoor running and exercise space 
provides these dogs with extra opportunities to stretch, 
exercise, socialize and receive enrichment training, and 
it is available around the clock. many of the ASPCA’s  
dogs are large breeds, some of whom have experienced 
abuse or neglect. For these dogs in particular, extra 
attention from trainers and room to romp is essential to 
helping them reach their potential as well-socialized pets. 

Like the ASPCA’s adoption facility two levels above it, 
monster Park is a state-of-the-art space, featuring light 
boxes along the walls to simulate natural light; cushioned 
epoxy terrazzo floors to keep the running surface warm, 
dry and comfortable; acoustic tile ceilings for soundproofing; 
and a new heating and ventilation system for climate and 
odor control.

This project, of course, didn’t happen without the support 
of several major contributors. The project’s underwriting 
donor is the David merin Foundation and the Park is 
named for mr. merin’s beloved late dog, monster. A con-
tribution from ms. Lois Collier (in memory of her late 
husband, reginald Collier) provided the additional funds 
needed to make monster Park a reality. For more infor-
mation on how you can become a major donor to similar 
projects and initiatives at the ASPCA, please contact 
Jaime-Faye Bean at (212) 876-7700, ext. 4506, or by email 
at jaimeb@aspca.org. 

T



news Briefs

ASPCA® Honored for Work  
on vick Case
four asPca® experts were honored  
in early april 2008 for their intensive 
work on the 2007 federal investigation 
of the high-profile dog-fighting case 
involving former nfL star Michael Vick. 
the award ceremony was presided 
over by chuck rosenberg, the U.s. 
attorney for the eastern district of 
Virginia. an asPca forensic unit 
assisted in the recovery and analysis of 
evidence recovered from Vick’s prop-
erty, and its expert animal behaviorists 
developed and implemented an evalua-
tion program to determine which Pit 
Bulls rescued from the property could 
be saved from euthanasia. the asPca’s 
team included dr. Melinda Merck, 
senior director, Veterinary forensics; 
dr. stephen Zawistowski, caaB, 
executive Vice President, national 
Programs and science advisor; dr. 
randall Lockwood, caaB, senior Vice 
President, anti-cruelty initiatives & 
Legislative services; and dr. Pamela 
reid, caaB, Vice President, animal 
Behavior center. the asPca’s President 
& ceo ed sayres says that he is very 
proud of the four and that the award  
is “an incredible acknowledgement of 
their expertise.” n

museum Features Artifacts 
that represent the ASPCA’s 
rich History with Horses
horse protection has been a key focus 
for the asPca since it was founded in 
1866. today, the asPca is participat-
ing with new York’s american Museum 
of natural history in an exhibit entitled 
The Horse that celebrates the horse 
and the organization’s history of horse 
protection and care. Live horses are on 
site for hands-on demonstrations of 
horse care. the asPca has also pro-
vided a full-size replica of a late 19th-
century horse-drawn ambulance, as 
well as other equine protection arti-
facts from its archives. asPca staff is 
on hand to answer questions about the 
organization’s history of horse protec-
tion and to answer questions about  
the work of the asPca’s equine fund, 
which provides lifesaving grants to 
equine rescue groups throughout the 
country. the exhibit continues through 
January 2009; for more information, 
go to www.amnh.org. n 

ASPCA Co-Hosts First- 
ever veterinary Forensics 
Symposium
the asPca and some of its anti- 
cruelty experts, dr. randall Lockwood, 
senior Vice President of anti-cruelty 
initiatives & Legislative services; dr. 
Melinda Merck, senior director of 
Veterinary forensics; and dr. sharon 
Gwaltney-Brant, Vice President and 
Medical director of the asPca’s 
animal Poison control center,  
co-hosted the first-ever Veterinary 
forensics symposium in april 2008 in 
orlando, florida. held in conjunction 
with the University of florida’s William 
r. Maples center for forensic science, 
the three-day symposium attracted 
more than 200 veterinary and toxicol-
ogy professionals who attended to gain 
medical education credits and special-
ized training in veterinary forensics. 
the attendees learned how to identify 
cases of intentional poisonings, as well 
as how to help process animal cruelty 
cases. the asPca’s new Mobile animal 
csi Unit was also on site and open  
for tours during the event, providing 
attendees with an in-depth view of  
the outstanding and dedicated work 
that the asPca does in investigating 
cruelty cases. n 
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ASPCA’s Dr. Lila miller  
Wins Prestigious Animal 
Welfare Award
in July 2008, dr. Lila Miller, B.s., 
d.V.M., and Vice President of 
Veterinary outreach and Veterinary 
advisor at the asPca, won the 
animal Veterinary Medical association 
(aVMa) animal Welfare award. the 
award is given annually to an aVMa 
member who has fostered the well- 
being of animals, shown exemplary 
dedication to animal care, and contrib-
uted to the community and society. it 
recognizes achievements in advancing 
the welfare of animals via leadership, 
public service, education, research/
product development and/or advo-
cacy. a 30-year veteran of the 
asPca, and co-editor of the 2004 
“bible” on shelter medicine, Shelter 
Medicine for Veterinarians and Staff,  
dr. Miller spearheads the asPca vet-
erinary education programs, and has 
had a lifelong dedication to animals. n
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michael Feinstein Plays to  
Cat Lovers 
World-renowned musical artist 
Michael feinstein joined forces with 
the asPca in May 2008 to help find 
homes for some of new York’s most 
loveable felines. feinstein, who recently 
adopted a gentleman of a cat named 
alexander from the asPca, wanted 
to promote the adoption of some  
of the organization’s older, more 
“mature” felines. he personally 
selected the kitties and showcased 
them prominently in portraits placed 
on tables at his club at new York’s 
Loew’s regency hotel at 540 Park 
avenue during his two-week run May 
8–17. feinstein was also on hand to 
greet families when the asPca’s van 
was parked outside the club on two 
days, so that potential new pet par-
ents could personally meet the cats. 
“older cats make better companions 
because of their prior experience in a 
home and desire for continued human 
affection and contact,” says feinstein. 
for more information, visit  
www.aspca.org/feinsteinfelines. n  
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Bergh Book Awards
the american Library associ ation’s 
annual conference in anaheim, calif., 
was the scene of the 2007 henry Bergh 
children’s Book awards ceremony on 
June 30, 2008. the annual awards recog-
nize books based on their exemplary 
handling of subject matter pertaining  
to animals and the environment. ten  
award winners were honored, including 
the selections below. for a complete  
list of winners, please go to  
www.aspca.org/2007winners. 

Winner of the 
Illustration 
Award 2007:  
Ape, illustrated by 
Marin Jenkins and 
Vicky White. With 
compelling illustra-
tions and a con-
servationist slant, 

this look at four rare apes, and one very 
familiar one, is a book to go ape over!

Winner of the 
non-Fiction 
Humane Heroes 
Award: Turtle 
Summer: A Journal 
for My Daughter,  
by Mary alice 
Monroe. the jour-
nal of a young 

mother who assembles photographs and 
sketches for her daughter so she will 
remember the time they spent together 
tending turtles’ nests.

Winner of the 
Poetry Award 
2007: Toad by the 
Road by Joanne 
ryder. the toads 
in these eloquent 
poems describe 
their many won-
ders, including 

sticky fly-catching tongues, the way they 
shed skin, and camouflage. n
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ASPCA ADvoCACy

ASPCA Action asked Betsy dribben, Vice President of Gov-
ernment affairs at the asPca®, what the organization’s 
advocacy Brigade is all about—and why it’s important to  
sign up today. 

AA:   What exactly is the ASPCA Advocacy 
Brigade?

BD:   the asPca advocacy Brigade is a group of more 
than one million animal lovers who decided that they 
want to participate in shaping animal protection poli-
cies and fighting animal cruelty at the legisla tive level. 
throughout the asPca’s history, we have fought for 
stronger animal cruelty and animal protection laws. 
the advocacy Brigade is an extension of that effort. 
it provides a way for our members to participate in 
the process. 

AA:   How does one become an advocate for animals?

BD:   first you sign up! then you begin to receive email 
alerts from the asPca that let you know when rele-
vant legislation in your region is being intro-

duced or advanced in the legislative 
process. You can then 

choose to participate in supporting or changing the 
direction of that bill by making your views known  
to your legislators through phone calls, letters and 
emails composed by the lobbyists at the asPca and 
personalized by you. 

AA:   Do these kinds of efforts really make  
a difference?

BD:   absolutely. these communications have been highly 
effective in influencing the future of the legislation 
under consideration. Legislators have told us, time 
and again, that advocacy does make a difference. they 
want to hear from their constituents because it helps 
them determine how they should be voting on an 
issue. in cases where they may be moving in the 
wrong direction, it helps them hear the facts so that 
they are far more likely to do the right thing. it’s a 
great example of democracy in action. 

AA:   What if a member doesn’t have time to 
participate?

BD:   You have no obligation to respond to an alert—you 
can pick and choose those issues on which you want 
to be active! We understand that our members live 
busy lives, and you can’t always respond to a request 
for political action. however, if you do choose to 
work on an issue, we ask you to take action in a 
timely manner and contact your legislators. if you’re 
sending a letter or email, we encourage you to per-
sonalize it in a way that will resonate with the legisla-
tor and indicate that you appreciate his or her 
willingness to listen to another view.

AA:   What are some of the Advocacy Brigade’s 
most recent victories?

BD:   during 2007, the asPca advocacy Brigade helped 
the asPca pass and sign into law 16 state and federal 
animal protection laws. our advocacy Brigade mem-
bers should be proud of the important role they 
played in these accomplishments! 

AA:   How can people sign up for the Advocacy 
Brigade? 

BD:   it’s easy. Just go to www.aspca.org/lobby and  
sign up today! n



Georgia—representative Bobby 
reese, r-sugar hill and senator chip 
rogers, r-Woodstock sponsored anti-
dog-fighting legislation in the 2008  
legislative session that was aimed at 
strengthening the state’s dog-fighting 
law. the legislation, which was passed 
by the Georgia legislature, makes it a 
felony to own, possess, train, transport 
or sell any dog for the intention of dog-
fighting. the asPca’s forensic veteri-
narian, dr. Melinda Merck, testified 
before the Georgia legislature on the 
anti-dog-fighting legislation and partici-
pated in a veterinarians’ lobby day at 
the Georgia statehouse.

although dog-fighting was already a  
felony in Georgia, the new law assigns 
first-time offenders a mandatory pen-
alty of either one to five years impris-
onment, a minimum fine of $5,000, or 
both. Governor sonny Perdue’s signa-
ture on the bill now places Georgia 
among the states with the strongest 
dog-fighting laws.

Kentucky—romeo, a Yellow 
Labrador from Kentucky, was video-
taped being attacked and beaten. 
romeo survived the brutal attack and 
the case received statewide attention. 
as a result of romeo’s case, legislators 
introduced a bill named romeo’s Law 
in the 2008 legislative session that 
sought to provide stiffer penalties and 
punishments for people convicted of 
abusing animals. the bill, which passed 
in the last few minutes of the legislative 
session, provides class a misdemeanor 
penalties if a dog or cat suffers physical 
injury as a result of the offense and 
provides for class d felony penalties  
if a dog or cat suffers serious physical 
injury or death as a result of the 
offense. the legislation also requires 
forfeiture of ownership of the animals 
and restricts future ownership of ani-
mals in cruelty and torture cases. the 
bill passed 92–0 in the house and 31–2 
in the senate.

Louisiana—Lawmakers in Louisiana 
addressed dog-fighting during the 2008 
legislative session by strengthening the 
Louisiana dog-fighting law with the  
passage of legislation that stiffens and 
increases the penalties for being a 
spectator at a dogfight in Louisiana 
from a misdemeanor to a felony. the 
measure passed both the house and 
the senate by a unanimous vote. 

virginia—during the 2008 legislative 
session, Governor tim Kaine approved 
and signed into law multiple pieces of 
legislation addressing dog-fighting and 
cockfighting in the state. some of the 
highlights of the measures include mak-
ing all organized animal fighting activity, 
including cockfighting, a felony; atten-
dance at an organized animal fight a 
class 6 felony; allowing a minor to 
attend or participate in an animal fight 
a class 1 misdemeanor; the use of any 
device or substance to enhance an ani-
mal’s ability to fight a class 6 felony. 
the measures also streamline the for-
feiture process of animals involved in 
fighting so that seized animals do not 
have to be impounded for years at high 
costs to local government without  
resolution to the case. the passage  
of these anti-animal fighting measures 
places Virginia’s animal fighting laws 
among the most effective in the nation.

utah—thanks to your efforts on 
behalf of animals, Utah has passed 
henry’s Law, which makes the deliber-
ate torture of a cat or a dog a third-
degree felony on the first offense. 
More great news is that after multiple 
bill introductions and revisions, the 
version of this law that finally passed, 
sB 297, does not weaken the existing 
animal cruelty codes. for the first time 
in Utah’s history, there is now felony-
level protection available for cats and 
dogs—the most frequent victims of 
intentional torture and animal-related 
domestic abuse. 

Illinois—house Bill 5076 contains 
“Good samaritan” provisions for indi-
viduals who rescue or provide care for 
injured animals in emergencies or disas-
ters. the bill also clarifies the statute 
of limitations for violations of the 
humane care for animals act. on  
the heels of a unanimous victory in the 
house, hB 5076 has now also passed 
the senate! the bill now goes to the 
Governor for his approval. the need 
for legislation like hB 5076 was seen  
in the aftermath of hurricane Katrina, 
and 18 states already have Good 
samaritan provisions that protect  
individuals who rescue or help animals 
during emergencies or disasters. the 
Land of Lincoln should encourage these 
generous actions by protecting animal 
rescuers from lawsuits.

minnesota—congratulations, 
Minnesota advocates! Governor tim 
Pawlenty signed sf 2876 into law on 
May 15, 2008. the dangerous dog  
section of the bill is effective august 1, 
2008. the law also allows dogs on the 
patios of restaurants; this part of the 
bill became effective May 16, 2008.  
sf 2876 is a comprehensive, generic 
dangerous dog law that will require 
individual dogs who have been desig-
nated “dangerous” to be sterilized. the 
law will also provide necessary appeal 
procedures to contest the designation 
of “dangerous” and will prevent reck-
less owners convicted of violating the 
dangerous dog provisions from owning 
dogs again. this law is the smart alter-
native to breed-discriminatory laws, 
which ban certain breeds of dog  
wholesale in the hope of reducing  
dog attacks. although there is no evi-
dence that breed bans are effective, 
significant evidence suggests that well-
enforced, breed-neutral laws such as  
sf 2876 are. n 
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ASPCA ouTreACH

F Kentucky
a grant of $4,000 was made to the Louisville Metro animal services (LMas) sPot fund for its volunteer program and 
employee development. the money will be spent in 2008 to help improve the quality of shelter animal care, foster positive 
community engagement with Metro animal services and increase the Metro animal services Live release rate. Between 
february 2007 and february 2008, LMas increased its adoption rate by 400 percent. it attributes this increase to positive 
changes in its animal care staff—including better training, selective hiring and attracting positive people who are dedicated 
to their mission. 

F Texas
in May 2008, asPca® Mission: orange™ community partner, austin humane society (ahs), hired a full-time foster care 
coordinator to oversee a new community foster care Program with a $35,600 grant from the asPca. Working with 
emanciPet and town Lake animal center (tLac), ahs coordinates foster homes for underage and sick or injured ani-
mals. ahs provides training to new foster families every month and on an as-needed basis. in partnership with tLac and 
emanciPet, they provide basic medical care, including spay/neuter, micro-chipping and vaccinations. 

F Tennessee
a grant of $4,000 was made to fix for Life Low-cost spay and neuter of Lebanon for the purchase of a ritter M11 
Ultraclave automatic sterilizer. the sterilizer, which is in use at fix for Life’s new humane alliance of Western north 
carolina model clinic, will help the Lebanon clinic meet its goal of sterilizing 7,000 dogs and cats in its first year of oper-
ation. clinicians anticipate performing approximately 40 surgeries per day, and the autoclave will enable them to sterilize  
surgical instruments for each patient. since opening in 1995, the humane alliance has seen a nearly 75 percent drop in shel-
ter intake and euthanasia in their region. 

F South carolina 
a grant of $5,000 was made to the spartanburg humane society for assistance with its first large animal seizure. sixteen 
horses were seized from a farm in rural south carolina, the majority of which scored at or near the bottom of the 
henneke Body condition scale. Blackie, pictured here, scored a two on the scale at the time of rescue. the horses and  
a foal born while in the shelter’s care have been adopted. 

F new Jersey
an emergency grant of $10,000 was made to the Liberty humane society (Lhs) of Jersey city to purchase an industrial 
washer and dryer and assist with other emergency-related costs such as staff overtime, cat cages, dog crates, shelter pens 
and outdoor kennel areas when Lhs assumed responsibility for animals in need after the closure of the hudson county 
sPca. fifteen dogs, 24 cats and one ferret were transferred to Lhs’s care. 

$5,000
F Spartanburg, S.c.

no horSing aroUnd
$10,000
F Jersey city, n.J.
accommodaTing SUdden needS
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ASPCA PeT PArenTS

Pet Insurance

Why Do I need Pet Insurance?
Pet health insurance can help you pay for your pet’s veterinary care. But do you 
really need it? here are some great reasons to cover that special member of  
your family.

Prepare for the unexpected
no one likes to think about a beloved pet getting hurt or sick, but it can happen 
anytime. Pets are typically curious, active and often quite fearless, so it’s difficult 
to protect them from all dangers all of the time. Pets also get sick, just like people 
do. in fact, every year about six million dogs and six million cats are diagnosed 
with cancer in the U.s. (American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine, 2005).

fortunately, there are more lifesaving treatments, like surgery and chemotherapy, 
available for pets than ever before. however, as veterinary care advances, it also 
becomes more expensive. in fact, veterinary costs have more than doubled over 
the past 10 years.

that’s where pet health insurance comes in. By covering your pet, you can make 
sure that you’ll be able to afford the medical care he or she needs. after all, when your pet is hurt or sick, you have enough to 
worry about without having to think about how you’re going to pay for treatment.

Get Help Paying for Wellness Care
routine preventive treatments, like vaccinations and dental cleanings, can help your pet live a long and healthy life—and well-
ness coverage can help you pay for them. Knowing you’ll get reimbursed for wellness care may even motivate you to make 
those important appointments.

asPca® Pet health insurance, provided by the hartville Group, offers increasing levels of wellness coverage for you to choose 
from. our advantage Plan covers essential wellness care, while our Premier Plan covers even more wellness care treatments.

Pet Insurance versus a rainy Day Fund
You could put money into a savings account to help pay your veterinary bills, but this has its drawbacks. for instance, you have 
to be disciplined enough to stick to your savings plan. You also have to guess how much you should save, since you can’t pre-
dict how much it will cost if your pet gets hurt or sick. Your pet could also need care before you have a chance to save enough 
money to cover your veterinary expenses.

if you decide to cover your pet with asPca Pet health insurance, you’ll be reimbursed for 80 percent of allowable veterinary 
charges. that can be a huge help when you’re looking at hundreds or even thousands of dollars in veterinary bills. Give yourself 
a little peace of mind by getting a free rate quote and enrolling in one of our caring plans today by logging onto     
www.aspcapetinsurance.com or by calling 1-866-861-9092. n

Times are tough, and pet parents need to know what to 
do when difficult financial times constrain your ability to 
care for your animals
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ASPCA WorKPLACe GIvInG

You can—by having tax-deductible contributions taken 
straight from your paycheck through your company’s work-
place giving program. Whether you donate $1, $10 or more 
per paycheck, or make a one-time donation, your contribu-
tion will go a long way in helping us continue to find effective 
means for the prevention of cruelty to animals.

Have you Given to the ASPCA® at Work?
if you have—thanK YoU! Your support will help us con-
tinue saving animals from abuse and homelessness.

if not, please keep in mind that you can give to the asPca 
through the combined federal campaign (cfc), which runs 
from september through december each year. our cfc 
number is 11645. 

in addition to the cfc, the asPca participates in a variety  
of workplace campaigns as a member of independent 
charities of america (ica) and animal charities of america. 
check with your payroll administrator to see if the asPca 

is a designated charity in your workplace contribution  
campaign. if we are not a designated charity, ask if you can 
write us in or have us added to the list.

the following information will help you put the asPca on 
the list of approved charities at your workplace:

Full Name and Address:
the american society for the Prevention of cruelty to 
animals (asPca)
424 east 92nd street
new York, nY 10128

Our EIN/Tax-Id Number:
13-1623829

What If your Company Does not Have a Workplace  
Giving Program?
independent charities of america (ica) has developed an 
online workplace giving program called Givedirect that com-
panies can use free of charge to manage either a year-round 
or an annual fund drive program. one hundred percent of an 
employee’s pledge is passed on to their charity of choice.

ica is able to customize each company’s giving site to mirror 
the look and feel of the company’s own website or intranet 
site. companies can include some or all of ica’s local charity 
members, and they can add as many other charities to the 
list as they like. there is a back-end reporting website for 
company administrators and payroll personnel to use for  
generating reports and tracking pledges.

Please contact nada Polanco at nadap@aspca.org or (212) 
876-7700, extension 4502 for details. n

Do you Want 
to Work for 
the ASPCA®?

Summer 2008 page 15

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORGpage 14



Summer 2008 page 17

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORG

L O C K U P TO  B E  U S E D  W H E N  úA S P CAî , úW E  A R E  T H E I R  VO I C E î , A R E  B OT H  P R E S E N T  O N  PAG E .

ASPCA.ORG ASPCA.ORGpage 16



ask our experts

Q:  Should I spay my two-year-old indoor cat? dora

A: spaying and neutering of cats and dogs is vital to help reduce the number of homeless 
animals. however, spaying has advantages for the individual animal as well. cats that are spayed 
have a lower risk of developing mammary gland tumors, of which more than 90 percent are 
malignant in cats. additionally, spayed cats will not contract pyometra, an infection of the 

uterus, because the uterus is removed during the surgical 
procedure. since spaying eliminates “heat” cycles, behav-
ioral signs of “heat” may decrease or be abolished. 
Kittens can be spayed and neutered from eight weeks 

onward, though kittens in a home environment should be 
dewormed and receive their initial vaccinations before sterilization. Your veterinarian can best determine if your cat is a 
good surgical candidate. n

Q: my cat kills mice, eats off their heads and leaves the rest, some-
times indoors. Is this normal? And is there anything I can do to stop 
this? chris

A: this is normal predatory cat behavior. hunting and prey-eating techniques and the prey 
species that a cat prefers may be learned from the mother. But cats also quickly learn on their 

own what prey they have the most success with and which 
parts they find tastiest! Being predators, cats’ digestive 
systems are well equipped to handle raw meats and small 
bones, as from a mouse. 

Because predatory behavior is natural, it is very difficult to train a cat not to do it or to leave the prey outside. You can try 
keeping your cat indoors or safely contained when she’s outside. however, to prevent her from going stir-crazy, you’ll need 
to provide alternative outlets for her energy, such as chase-and-pounce playtime using toys; hide treats or food bowls 
around the house; feed her a raw meat diet; place perches on windowsills so she could look outside; and otherwise satisfy 
her motivation to explore and hunt in a safe, indoor setting. if she tries to sneak out the door, you can train her to avoid 
the doorway area using a motion-activated device that will startle her if she tries to sneak out. if you find it impossible to 
keep her indoors, a loud bell on her collar may help reduce her ability to catch prey successfully. Good luck! n 

Q: our two nine-year-old King Charles Spaniels like to eat dirt as 
well as animal feces—their own and one another’s. Is this behavior 
normal for this breed or do they have some nutritional deficiency? 
tom and elaine 

A: dirt eating is a form of pica, and while its cause in 
pets is unknown, it is probably not related to a nutritional 
deficiency. treatment involves reducing their access to 
dirt and providing other chewing options. there are many 
puppies and dogs that eat their own feces and those from 
other animals. this scavenging behavior, called coprophagia, is 
also not likely to be related to nutritional deficiencies. though the practice is harmless, there is some risk of transmission of 
disease or parasites. You might want to pick up feces immediately after your pets defecate and restrict their access to areas 
when animal feces are present. a reward system, where you provide a treat anytime they ignore feces, might also work. n

Kathleen makolinski, Dvm 
director of Veterinary outreach 

To Spay or not to Spay?

nutritional Deficiency or normal Behavior?

mice Losing Their Heads!

Katherine miller, Ph.D., CAAB, CPDT
assistant science advisor & Project Manager

Jennifer Wheeler, m.S.
client services associate

ASPCA exPerTS
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ASPCA® raises more than  
$1 million at Bergh Ball
the 11th annual asPca Bergh Ball, 
themed “You ain’t nothing but a Pound 
dog,” was held on april 17, 2008 at the 
newly refurbished and world famous 
Plaza hotel. With Master of cere monies 
isaac Mizrahi and key sponsor chopard, 
the ball drew more than 350 animal-lov-
ing new Yorkers and raised more than 
$1 million for the organization. actress 
Lake Bell and newly crowned Miss U.s.a. 
crystle stewart, Miss Universe riyo 
Mori, along with fashion designers 
nicole Miller and catherine Malandrino 
all put in special appearances. n 

new Park Dog Fountain for Hot 
Dogs unveiled on ASPCA Day
the asPca, along with the new York 
city department of Parks & recreation 
and Union square Partnership, unveiled 
a new water fountain for dogs at the 
Union square Park dog run. the asPca 
donated $30,000 for the creation, 
installation and future maintenance of 

People and events

April 2008 marked “Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals month” and April 10, 2008 was the 
142nd anniversary of the ASPCA®. These 
events were celebrated in new york and 
throughout the country in a variety of ways. 

ASPCA PeoPLe & evenTS

isaac Mizrahi and asPca President & ceo ed sayres at the Bergh Ball.
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Fifteen venues from 
Coast to Coast Light up 
with orange Lights on 
ASPCA® Day

in honor of the national celebra-
tion of the 142nd anniversary of 
the asPca®, a total of 15 venues 
around the U.s. and canada lit up 
with orange lights. their support is 
crucial to the asPca’s victories 
on behalf of animals, and the entire 
organization is grateful for their 
participation and for their compas-
sion for the animals we protect. 
the asPca thanks and salutes 
the following participating venues: 

new York city: 
empire state Building 
Zeckendorf towers 
the con ed Building 
Brooklyn Borough hall 
asPca headquarters 

chicago: 
the Wrigley Building 
the sears tower 

Los angeles: 
Los angeles Memorial coliseum 

cincinnati: 
fountain square 
fifth third Bank tower 

colorado springs, colorado:
america the Beautiful Park towers 

Philadelphia: 
Boathouse row 
cira centre 
the Benjamin franklin Bridge 

Bossier city, Louisiana:
Louisiana Boardwalk

canada: 
niagara falls



the fountain, which can be used by 
both thirsty “hot dogs” and their pet 
parents—making the Park a welcome 
urban oasis particularly during the dog 
days of summer. n 

ASPCA Honors Philadelphia 
resident as Community Leader  
of 2008
Philadelphia resident ilene Wellner was 
chosen as the winner of the asPca’s 
second annual “community Leader of 
2008” contest. the contest was held 
to reward the most creative “Go orange 
for animals” effort executed as part  
of the nationwide asPca day celebra-
tions. asPca President & ceo ed 
sayres says, “each entry we received 
showed a passion for increasing aware-
ness of the humane treatment of animals. 
however, ilene’s community-focused 
approach deserved special recognition, 
since it’s a great example of how small 
steps can effect great change.”

on asPca day, ilene distributed 
emails, flyers and large signs to high-
light several events she had organized, 
which taught area children about  
treating animals with compassion and 
kindness and encouraged community 
members to wear orange on april 10. 

she also encouraged donations of  
supplies and funds to local shelters 
including the asPca, the Pennsylvania 
society for the Prevention of cruelty 
to animals (PsPca), Main Line animal 
rescue, Paws/Pacca and the dela-
ware county sPca. ilene then success-
fully executed two events—a bake sale 
and a bagel benefit—staffed by children 
and adult volunteers wearing orange 
asPca gear. she raised significant funds 
at both events from both donations and 
the sale of orange animal-shaped cook-
ies, asPca bandanas, bookmarks and 
orange leashes. children also received 
asPca bookmarks and posters featur-
ing clifford the Big red dog as they 
learned about compassion toward ani-
mals. ilene even secured media cover-
age of her fundraiser, as WcaU-tV, 
Philadelphia’s nBc affiliate, covered the 
festivities. her outreach in the commu-
nity inspired an outpouring of donations, 
which are still being made to this day.

ilene and her guest won a two night/
three day trip to new York city, a 
guided tour of the newly-renovated 
asPca shelter, an opportunity to meet 
asPca President & ceo ed sayres as 
well as its humane Law enforcement 
agents, who are featured on the 
award-winning show Animal Precinct on 
animal Planet. in addition, her photo-
graph will be featured on the asPca 
website and news alert, its weekly 
e-newsletter. n

John Grogan
Author

John Grogan is the author of the best-selling 
book Marley & Me: Life and Love with the 
World’s Worst Dog

Q What was the name of your first pet?

A shaun. he was a mixed-breed dog with 
golden fur and a white blaze on his chest. i got 
him when i was 10, and he was at my side until  
i was 24. the preface of my book describes  
my relationship with him. he was such a well-
behaved dog; we nicknamed him saint shaun.

Q What’s your fondest “pet memory?”

A i’d have to say it was the time we took Marley 
to a fancy sidewalk café, and i made the mistake 
of hooking his leash to the heavy steel table. i 
thought for sure there was no way he could 
budge it. But Marley spotted a poodle across the 
way and took off in pursuit, dragging our table 
behind him. We were deeply embarrassed at the 
time, but we have been laughing about it ever 
since. our relationship with Marley was full of 
memorable moments like that.

Q Do you share your life with pets?

A Yes. We have a female Labrador retriever 
named Gracie and three kittens we found aban-
doned along the side of a country road near our 
house. My children named them aggie, Meowth 
and shiva. oh, and we have two backyard chick-
ens. they stopped laying eggs quite some time 
ago and are now enjoying retirement in our 
backyard. their manure fertilizes the garden, 
and they are excellent insect hunters!

Q What’s the most rewarding part of  
having a pet?

A receiving their unconditional love—and giving 
it back.

Q Why are groups like the ASPCA so 
important?

A animals can’t speak, and they aren’t equipped 
to fight their own battles in the world of humans. 
Groups like the asPca give animals a voice and 
advocate for their well-being. n

Celebrity Corner

ASPCA PeoPLe & evenTS
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Keeping 
Henry Bergh’s 
Dream Alive



Celebrate Good Times, Come on!
the date april 10, 2008 marked the 
142nd anniversary of the nation’s first 
animal welfare organization, a milestone 
celebrated at the third annual asPca® 
day, hosted in Union square Park in 
new York city. the fete, held also to 
honor and recognize the bond we all 
share with animals, featured a free live 
concert with Joe Bouchard and the 
X-Brothers, free snacks and refresh-
ments, a wide array of pet-related 
activities and expert advice on a variety 
of topics. the asPca’s humane Law 
enforcement agents were on hand,  
as was the asPca’s Mobile adoption 
Van. Many two- and four-legged partici-
pants sported the color orange, the 
asPca’s signature color, on tee shirts, 
bandanas, collars and leashes. as dusk 
fell and Manhattan’s lights winked on, 
16-year-old emily angel, a Make-a-Wish 
foundation guest, flipped a switch on 
the empire state Building to brighten 
the night sky with brilliant orange lights 
in honor of the day. n
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Lady’s Love Story:

Founded in 1866, the American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) was the first humane organi-
zation established in the Western Hemisphere and today 
has one million supporters. The ASPCA’s mission is to pro-
vide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals 
throughout the U.S. The ASPCA provides national leader-
ship in humane education, government affairs and public 
policy, shelter support, and animal poison control. The NYC  
headquarters houses a full-service animal hospital, animal 
behavior center, and adoption facility. The Humane Law 
Enforcement department enforces New York’s animal cruelty 
laws and is featured on the reality TV series Animal Precinct 
on Animal Planet. Visit www.aspca.org for more information.

have a rescue or anniversary tale for the aSpca? Send us yoUr STorieS.
E-mail us: ASPCAAction@aspca.org, or write: ASPCA Action, 424 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128.
Please include your name, address, and a photo (high-resolution digital or print) we can keep. Stories will be edited to fit.

ASPCA Action Returns
P.O. Box 97288
Washington, DC 20090-7288

alan J. Parker, the executive director of the Bristal, an assisted living facility 
in Lynbrook, new York, decided about a year ago that the 100+ senior  
citizen residents of the Bristal needed the kind of reliable and unconditional 
love that sometimes only furry four-legged friends can provide. the facility’s 
recreation director teresa sawicki says, “alan and our entire staff are ani-
mal freaks. But the residents love animals even more! i’ve worked in health-
care for many years, and i’ve never seen people who love animals more than 
these people do.” so when news arrived through a family member about a 
healthy, gentle, sweet and loveable senior dog at a Brooklyn shelter who 
was just hours away from being euthanized, Parker’s hand went up. and 
that’s how Lady, a 10-year-old “heinz 57 Varieties” mix, came to live with 
her “guardian angels” at the Bristal.

Lady has a whole lot in common with many of the Bristal’s residents, 
according to sawicki. “she’s a senior living with other seniors,” she says. 
“Many have a touch of arthritis, but they are still enjoying their golden 

years.” sawicki adds, “she’s truly one of the best things that’s happened at our facility—she makes it feel like home.” 
Unfortunately, the residents, visitors and even the mailman can’t help but give Lady treats. “she’s gained a little weight,” 
sawicki admits, “but who can say no?” Lady gives back to her forever family in a multitude of ways. “she’s extremely sensi-
tive and if there’s something amiss with a resident, she stays very close,” says sawicki. “and she comforts the staff on some 
of our tougher days.”
 
the generous residents and staff of the Bristal recently expressed their profound love of animals in a touching and very 
special way. in honor of asPca® day on april 10, 2008, some bought orange ribbon from a local crafts store and made 
orange ribbon pins that people bought for $1 each. Many of the residents also wore orange, the asPca’s signature color,  
in honor of the day. all in all, the effort raised $83, which the Bristal donated to the asPca. “it’s not a fortune,” says 
sawicki. “But it was their own money, and that’s what they wanted to do with it.” the asPca warmly thanks Parker, 
sawicki, and all of the residents at the Bristal for their kindness and generosity. Moreover, it salutes Lady, the precious 
senior pooch at the center of this sweet love story. n 

Senior Citizens Celebrate ASPCA® Day on Long Island

A resident of The Bristal, Mary Sarra, and the facility’s 
beloved “mascot” Lady (sporting the orange bandana) sold 
pins to raise money on ASPCA Day. 

ASPCA your STorIeS


